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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Bureau oF Epucarion,
Washington, D. C., January 29, 1903.

S1r: 1 have the honor to transmit herewith a History of Education
in Texas, by J. J. Lane, A. M., LL. B. It forms No. 85 of the series
of contributions to American educational history prepared under the
editorship of the late Prof. Herbert B. Adams, of the Johns Hopkins
University.

Since the death of Professor Adams the Bureau has had to assume
the task of correcting the proof of the few circulars of his series which
remain to be printed. It usually sends the proof of the various num-
bers to their respective authors for their revision and for correction.
In the present case this course has been impossible, owing to the
death of the author. This circular is printed, therefole, without the
advantage of revision by the author.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, :
W. T. Harris,

Commyissioner.
The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.
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LETTER FROM DR. ADAMS, THE EDITOR.

. Jonns Horkins UNIVERSITY,
Baltimore, Md., June 24, 1899.
Str: I send you this day by express prepaid the completed manu-
seript report on the History of Education in Texas, by J. J. Lane, of
Austin, who has been prominently connected with the educational
service of the State. He has delivered a very thorough-going, almost
exhaustive account of his subject. In fact, he perhaps errs on the
side of overcompleteness and too great detail, but Texas is a coming
empire of public education, and you will be glad to have a good record
of its beginnings.
* * * * * * *
Very cordially, :
: H. B. Apams.
Dr. Wu. T. HaRrRris,
United States Commissioner of Education.






Chapter 1.

INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT.

EARLIEST CONDITIONS.

The history of the political, social, and educational conditions in
Texas incident to transition from savage occupancy and subjection to
successive changes of government before becoming an American State
necessarily presents a remarkable record. Originally a wilderness
traversed solely by Indians, a great missionary field and theater of
conquest by the French and Spanish, next a Mexican province and
range for American colonization, then & republic, and finally a State of
the American Union, its history has naturally been as kaleidoscopic as
transcendental in its presentments.

The earliest known attempt to civilize the country was made by the
Jesuits in unsuccessful efforts in 1582 to establish missions at El Paso
for converting and educating the Indians.

Between 1720 and 1746 missions were established in central Texas
by Franciscan fathers from Mexico. Others, which were founded by
the French, remained in operation till 1812, when they were sup-
pressed by Spain, and the Indians adhering to them were dispersed.
The period during which Spaniards mainly controlled the country,
from 1690 up to the date of the Mexican revolution in 1820, was
noted for the efforts of the Jesuits to establish missions at various
places among the Indians. Following their attempts at El Paso and
other points, their missionaries in 1714 located a small settlement in
San Antonio de Bexar, at the site of the present city of San Antonio,
then, as now, a most ideal location, at the head of the San Antonio
River. Here they built their chapels of stone, and so constructed them
as to make them serve at once for churches, schools, and dwellings, as
well as for forts to protect them from the unconverted Indians. Walls
of most of these buildings still exist,some of them, considering their
great age, comparatively well-preserved monuments of Jesuit hardi-
hood and enterprise. One of the most interesting is ‘‘The Alamo,”
cherished as the Thermopyle of Texas, and standing almost perfectly
outlined in the heart of the city, where in 1836 Colonel Travis and less

15



16 HISTORY OF EDUCATION IN TEXAS.

than two hundred brave men of his command were beseiged by several
thousand Mexicans under Santa Anna, and fell in defense of the Amer-
ican settlers. :

EFFECTS UPON EDUCATION.

Intermarriage, as sanctioned by the missionaries, naturally perpetu-
ated a wider influence upon the growing population, while, as far back
as 1827, the tenets of the church were rooted in the policy of the gov-
ernment of ‘‘Coahuila and Texas” by the provision in the constitution
that ‘“the catechism of the Christian religion should be taught in all
the primary schools established in the State.” It was, however, long
after the marvelous work of the missionaries had ceased and their
structures had nearly all completely decayed, and in the midst of a
strangely associated and religiously influenced population of Indians,
Mexicans and a large and very different element of American colo-
nists, that more important educational results responded to the progress-
ive spirit of the American settlers. These sturdy pioneers, impelled
mainly by religious convictions unlike those which were imbibed by
the rest of the population and which were required to be taught in
the schools, with a predominance of teaching in Spanish over that
in English, were principally colonists of the most intrepid character,
with leaders fully alive to all the advantages of education by reason of
their experience in the States from which they came, and who, on
account of their particular religion and the partiality shown in teach-
ing the schools, resolved, when they declared their independence of
Mexico in 1836, ‘“to establish better schools,” and in order to avoid
direct taxation and for want of more available resources for such
object, aimed to provide from the general domain for a complete
system of public instruction.

AGRARIAN ENDOWMENTS.

Special landed provision for ‘‘the purposes of education while the
public domain was ample for the purpose™ was recommended by Pres-
ident Lamar, and comparatively liberal land grants were promptly
made by the Texas Congress, not only for schools, but, as Lamar earn-
estly suggested, for ‘‘the maintenance also of a university.” This
action was in the main very properly confirmed by the State, as suc-
cessor to the fortunes of the young Republic, and largely increased
provision was eventually made to compass the grand object in view—
the establishment of a complete public-school system, embracing pri-
mary schools, academies and colleges, and a university, as a climax to
the system originally contemplated hy the founders of the Republic.
As a possible inspiration of the Republic’s example, the State has pro-
vided for a magnificent educational fund by making appropriations
aggregating over 50,000,000 acres of land for the free schools, of which
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about one-half only has been sold; besides granting about 4,000,000
acres directly to the counties, and 2,000,000 acres (as the grant was
reduced) to the State University, additional to the 50 leagues (221,400
acres) granted by the Republic and confirmed by the State to the
university, of which grants a large portion of the State and county
lands and some 2,000,000 acres of the university lands remain unsold.
The State besides has granted an aggregate of some 38,000,000 acres
in subsidies for railroads.

Attempts to increase the land grants to the University of Texas
have failed at several recent sessions of the legislature. The State
having several million acres of unappropriated domain it was proposed
to grant large quantities of it in about fair proportions to the univer-
sity and the free schools, but the proposition was not regarded with
the favor it deserved. In one instance it met with a counter prop-
osition by a member of the house to devote the entire domain to the
free schools, which would have been not only unfair to the university
but a great injustice to the asylums and other State institutions entitled
to at least some share in a bounty not likely to be recouped for them
from any other source.

EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES.

Since its endowment the permanent school fund has provided for
school expenditures amounting to a great many millions of dollars,
and now has about $8,000,000 in bonds and some $17,000,000 of interest-
bearing land notes, which with cash and unsold lands constitute a
present value of at least $50,000,000, or possibly over $60,000,000,
according to the estimate placed upon the lands. The value of the
county school funds will aggregate $18,000,000 to $20,000,000. The
revenues of the free public schools are derived mainly from a ‘“school-
fund tax,” provided for by the constitution, supplemented by interest
on bonds and on land notes, proceeds of leases of school lands, and 1
per cent of the permanent school fund, which is required by recent
constitutional amendment to be transferred annually to the available
school fund.

The permanent fund of the State University, derived mainly from
sales of university lands and invested in bonds, amounts to about
$600,000, and with the university lands constitutes its entire endow-
ment, which may be estimated ata value of from $3,000,000 to$35,000,000,
according to the estimate placed uponthe lands. Theavailable resources
of the university embrace receipts from leases of university lands.
from interest payments on land sales, from interest on State bonds,
and from matriculation fees of university students, with such appro-
priations as may be added by the legislature.

10323—03——2



18 HISTORY OF EDUCATION IN TEXAS.
UNIVERSITY MANAGEMENT.

As will be seen in the narrative presented, a most eventful period
in the history of the State University was that of the ‘‘ war and recon-
struction,” when its interests were largely subordinated by use of its
funds by the State for political emergencies; and it will be seen all
along in its history how the institution suffered under State adminis-
tration of its affairs, and how its resources have been diverted by the
State, and not always restored. Not until recently, after rather
indifferent State management, have the regents been allowed to con-
trol the university lands. No university tax has been granted, and,
strangely enough, such a proposition has never been seriously pressed
upon the legislature, although the tax is greatly needed and clearly
within the provisions of the constitution.

All over the South, in Texas only a little less than in the other
Southern States, the ravages of war left a blighting influence which
has been harder to overcome than the difficulty the French experi-
enced in meeting the exactions and immense tribute required of them
by the Prussians. The millions of money paid by the French and all
their sacrifices of life and property, with the autonomy of their Gov-
ernment, however, retained, were trifling in comparison with the loss
by the South of hundreds of millions of capital invested in slaves, and
consequent suddenly depreciated property values of all kinds.

THE FREE SCHOOLS AND THE UNIVERSITY.

Education being an important factor in the affairs of government,
general conditions in the South should be borne in mind in tracing the
history of education in Texas, especially in contrast with the political
as well as material relations of more favored States of the Union.
As will be seen, and as usual perhaps with most State organizations,
the great mass of the people were at first and so long enamored with
the system of free public schools and so impressed with their suffi-
ciency, as far as State provision for public education should be required,
as to disregard the concomitant importance of promptly organizing
the university. And yet, as in the matter of the State capitol, they
were at first liberal enough to make large landed provision, and there
was great wisdom in such provision for the university. Without it
possibly such an institution as should have been organized would not
even yet be established, a5 indeed none was for over half a century
after the Republic of Texas set the State a lesson by granting 50 square
leagues of the public domain for such an establishment; while with it,
though the grant remained so long unproductive, 1t is destined in the
appreciation of values with the growth of the State to eventuate in a
most magnificent and far more available endowment. This may hap-
pen, as is to be hoped, in much the same way that Cornell University has
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been splendidly endowed by means of the Federal land grant utilized for
it by Mr. Cornell. At all events a grand opportunity seems to be pre-
gented for some great capitalist to serve the University of Texas as
Mr. Cornell served the Cornell institution; or if not disposed to be
quite so liberal, to at least combine beneficence with individual benefit
by purchasing and holding till more valuable the 2,000,000 acres of
university lands and sharing the profits of the investment with the
university.

As to the free schools, it is noticeable that while in Louisiana, and
perhaps some other States, there was at first opposition to the organi-
zation even of such schools, there seems never to have been any objec-
tion to the system anywhere in Texas before or since the civil war.
On the contrary, the State has ever heen disposed to liberally maintain
the free schools by every possible means; and as latterly it has been
made to appear in the opinion of the State land commissioner that all
that was left or supposed to be left of the land was due to the school
fund, and as that fund is interpreted, whether rightly or not, to be
for the sole use of the free common schools, further provision for
the university from some other source than additional land grants
has been suggested in the university’s behalf. Great stress is par-
ticularly laid upon the importance of the State granting a special tax
for the university such as Michigan and some other States have pro-
vided, and wisely, as shown by the results, for the support of their
State universities. Illustrious examples of the good effects of State
and Federal aid to State universities in influencing private benefac-
tions are instanced in the action of Regent Brackenridge and others,
to a limited extent, in behalf of the University of Texas, and to a
great extent by the action of Mrs. Phoebe Hearst and others in behalf
of other State universities.

UNIVERSITY DEVELOPMENT.

As will be seen, the university is greatly in need of means for its
more practical outfit and development, such as a fireproof building
for the library, a museum, a gymnasium, dormitories, and other
improvements, but, more important than all, a finely equipped science
hall for thorough instruction in the arts and sciences, in which might
properly be included a department of music; and in the absence of any
provision for such a boon by the State it is hoped that it may come as
a benefaction from some friend of the university. Of course, not
every institution can have all the facilities it needs on a grand scale,
but all pretending to be first-class universities should be provided
with at least the most important of them. The science hall especially
would seem to be more than a desideratum—a necessity for competi-
tion in university prestige and success. It would seem, too, in this
age of marvelous revelations in science, particularly in electricity,
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that such an establishment should be located at Austin, where its
benefits can be most advantageously combined with those of other
departments of the university, so that the students need not go else-
where to reach first-class facilities for the highest scientific as well as
literary attainments.

CONTRASTED UNIVERSITY FACILITIES.

With all the university’s resources, Texas legislators are in error
if they think that it is endowed, as it can and should be, to compete
with other prominent institutions of the country, much less with
those of Europe; nor should they fail to realize that without relatively
adequate endowment and facilities at their home institution Texas
students, girls as well as boys, will continue to be attracted abroad
in quest of the highest university advantages, taking with them
hundreds of thousands of dollars out of the State annually for the
expenses of their education. Nor should the people generally sup-
pose for a moment that their university, with all the grandly planned
resources, is rich, or even comparable in equipment with other first-
class universities. Let them reflect, for instance, upon the fact of a
single outlay of some $2,000,000 for a free museum of art and science
for the University of Pennsylvania, not to mention other compara-
tively grand outfits of various other universities. And as to European
institutions, ‘‘ How many of our people,” says a distinguished univer-
sity president, ‘‘know that one of the minor universities of Great
Britain has recently completed a collegiate building at a cost of
$2,430,000, not to speak of the $4,000,000 that were put in the poly-
technicum at Charlottenburg? Let us remember,” he adds, *‘ that the
richest of our educational institutions has an income not much larger
than that of a single one of the 24 colleges constituting the University
of Oxford.”

THE UNIVERSITY IN POLITICS.

In the report to Governor Roberts prepared by Col. Ashbel Smith,
as president of the board of regents, in January, 1883, a few months
after the first university faculty had been comple‘ed and the institu-
tion was in operation, temporarily occupying rooms in the State capi-
tol, are given the following interesting statements and reflections upon
the political questions affecting the university:

The convention which met last August proclaimed the principles of the Demo-
cratic party, expressed their wishes, and threw forth to the world their mandate in
the Democratic platform. That mandate concerning the university is in these words
(articles 9 and 10 of the platform):

“ART. 9. We declare that a liberal provision should be made to endow with the
public lands set apart for the payment of the public debt, or the proceeds of the
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sales of the same, the State University and its branches. * * * We further
declare that the debts due the university and common-school funds of Texas denom-
inated as of ‘doubtful validity’ should be recognized and paid with the interest due
thereon.

*“ ArT. 10. We favor the fullest education of the masses, white and colored, in sepa-
rate common schools, and the advanced education of the youths of our country in
our higher schools and State University.’’

The report adds:

The platform rebukes the assurance of individuals who affect to be wiser than the
people by saying that the time has not come for establishing a university of the first
class. By connecting in one sentence and one common view common schools and
the university, it rebukes the shallow judgment which fancies that there is inconsist-
ency or rivalry in fostering at the same time common schools and the university.
The people of Texas command in their constitution that the legislature shall estab-
lish a university of the first class. The great Democratic party, speaking for the
entire State, embracing the wise and good of all political parties, in these articles of
their platform declare that the time is now come and demand to establish now such
university of the first class. The means to carry their will into effect lie idle in the
treasury, and their use for this noble purpose will not add one cent to the public
taxes. The people will take no educational starveling, no institution big in name but
meager in performance. They demand a university to be now organized in a man-
ner and on a basis soon to be developed into am institution on the high level of the
foremost institutions of knowledge in the whole world; a university whose instruc-
tion, absolutely free, shall offer to every child in the State, poor or rich, that knowl-
edge which is power to the individual, and, in the aggregate, power inherent and
indefeasible to the magnificent imperial State of Texas.

Several years later Dr. T. D. Wooten in his report, as president of
the board, made to Governor Ireland, alludes to the action of the
dominant political party in the State as follows:

In conclusion, the regents take pleasure in calling attention to the action of the
Democratic convention convened at Galveston August 12, 1886. That imposing body
of representative men, with singular unanimity, adopted the following as a plank in
the Democratic State platform: ‘‘ We congratulate the people of Texas upon the suc-
cessful establishment of our State University, and we recommend the enactment of
legislation to remove the same, as far as poesible, from all political influences, and
that its properties and revenues shall be strictly guarded, increased, and fostered so
far as it can be done without taxation upon the people.”

It is believed that every request made in this report is in strict conformity in letter
and spirit with the action of the Galveston convention. The incorporation of the
board of regents will remove the university, ‘‘as far as possible, from all political
influences,”” and the repayment of the money advanced to the Prairie View Normal
School, the repayment of the money borrowed by the State from the university, the
recognition of the warrants received in payment for university lands, the confirma-
tion of the State’s title for the benefit of the university where the same is in dispute,
and the investment of the regency with the right to make abeolute leases and sales
of the university lands, are all in harmony with the platform when it declares that
‘‘its [the university’s] properties and revenues shall be strictly guarded, increased,
and fostered.” The regents furthermore believe that every request in this report can
be granted ‘‘ without taxation upon the people.”” Nothing has been asked for except
such things as have previously been granted or such as follow logically from previous
grantas.
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STATE SOVEREIGNTY AND LIBERALITY.

Certainly the sovereignty of this great State should be more ear-
nestly invoked through the legislature to take the university more
fully to heart as a ‘‘child of the State” and provide by special act,
or hy constitutional amendment if necessary, to make its endowment
more fruitful and actively available, either, as suggested, by estab-
lishing a university tax, granting additional lands, or a certificate of
indebtedness, or by issuing for the university’s benefit, say, three or
four or even five million dollars 5 per cent twenty to fifty year honds
and holding the university lands in trust for the interest and sinking
fund and eventual payment of the bonds by means of the increased
value of the lands. Thus secured by the pledge of 2,000,000 acres,
leased as they could be at 3 cents an acre, and producing an annual
revenue of $60,000, no better security could be offered for investment.
The State would not have to pay the bonds, and the institution will be
at once provided with available funds ample, with other university
resources, for the establishment of all departments necessary to make
it ““a first-class university;” and in the meantime its lands will have
been reserved from sale till their triple and possibly quadruple
enhancement in value will make them the source of large available
revenues and a most magnificent fund for the university’s permanent
endowment. Thus withoutoutlayfrom the State the university, instead
of being, as claimed, ‘‘land poor” on account of the sluggish avails-
bility of its resources, would be “‘land rich,” and would at once be con-
stituted the crowning glory of the State's grand educational system.

In the main, it will be seen that Texas has been fairly liberal in the
promotion of public education, and, according to official records, the
State now pays annually over $4,000,000 for the expenses of her pub-
lic schools and education of her children. Still, much remains to be
done to fully and wisely utilize existing resources, more especially
those of the university, to keep the State in pace with educational
progress generally and in line with her natural importance as the
great Empire State of the South, and eventually, perhaps, of the
Union.




Chapter II.

PUBLIC EDUCATION AND FREE SCHOOLS.

Interest in education dates far back in the history of Texas, involv-
ing the work of the missionary with that of the soldier and civilian in
the gradual rapprochement to higher civilization and modern methods
of government. The period during which the Spaniards occupied the
territory, from 1690 until the Mexican revolution in 1820, known as
the ‘“Mission period,” was remarkable for the efforts of the Jesuits,
in which they were as aggressive as they were zealous to establish
their settlements for the education as well as conversion of the Indians.

From 1690 to 1820, 1836, 1845, and 1876 are marked periods in the
history of Texas. Beginning with the Mission period, they embrace
the Texas revolution up to the declaration of independence of the
Republic of Texas in 1836, the passing of the Republic to American
statehood in 1845, the existence of the State government as affected by
secession and rehabilitation following the civil war up to 1876, when
the present organic law went into operation.

THE REPUBLIC OF TEXAS.

In 1827 the Mexican State of Coahuila and Texas was organized,
part of which in 1836 established its independence as the Republic of
Texas and in 1845 was admitted into the American Union; with
reserved control, however, of almost all of its public domain, from
which large provision has been made by landed endowment for the
purposes of education.

The constitution of the Mexican State provided as follows:

In all the towns of the State a suitable number of primary schools shall be estab-
lished, wherein shall be taught reading, writing, and arithmetic, the catechism of the
Christian religion, a brief and simple explanation of the constitution of the State and
that of the Republic, the rights and duties of man in society, and whatever else may
conduce to the better education of youth. The seminaries most required for afford-
ing the public the means of instruction in the sciences and arts useful to the State,
and wherein the constitution shall be fully explained, shall be established in suitable
places, and in proportion as circumstances go on permitting. The method of teach-
ing shall be uniform throughout the State, and with this view also, to facilitate the
same, Congress shall form a general plan of education and regulate, by means of
statutes and laws, all that pertains to this most important subject.

23
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COLONIZATION GRANTS.

Colonization being desired, not only for the settlement and improve-
ment of the country, but also for protection from the Indians, offers
to colonies of large grants of land in Mexican leagues, some of them
eleven leagues each as offered by the new Republic, naturally attracted
numerous settlers from the American States, a league being 4,428
acres—quite enough to excite the spirit of adventurous Americans.
As a result of their settlements the bold and considerate pioneers soon
began to organize schools as well as churches as necessary means for
the instruction and moral training of their children. The first A meri-
can school was opened in 1828 in the settlement known as San Antonio
de Bexar, but was under Spanish supervision, and a Spanish school
was established about the same time in the same settlement.

RAISING SCHOOL FUNDS.

As the American population increased, the government of the Mexi-
can State was prompted to issue a decree in 1829 for raising funds for
the establishment of schools in each department—Bexar, Brazos, and
Nacogdoches—to be conducted on the Lancastrian or student monitor
system, in which the public were to be taught ‘“in reading, writing,
arithmetic, the dogmas of the Catholic religion, and all of Akerman’s
catechisms of arts and sciences.” The salary of the teacher of each
school was fixed at $800, and the general school expenses were pro-
vided for by creating a fund in the capital of each department, to be
supplemented, when necessary, by loans from municipal funds, and
even further, if needed, by loans of State rents, subject to be restored
to the State agents. This was virtually the beginning of a public-
school system, though not entirely of free schools, as gratis tuition
was allowed to not over five indigent students in each school, the
charge for other pupils being $14 a year while learning the first rudi-
ments till they commenced to write, and $18 a year for the rest of
their attendance. Another provision was that each student educated
in the ‘‘establishment” was required on leaving to pay $10 “ gratitude
money, for rewarding the teacher at the enq of his contract.” It wag
subsequently temporarily provided that until the Lancastrian schools
got into operation the teacher’s pay should be bu-t $500 2 year and $6
per pupil for gratitude money. The Lanca,strla.n system, however,
was not a success, and in 1830 the legislature provided for the organi-
zation of six additional schools. :

THE SCHOOLS NOT SATISFACTORY.

For some reason, mainly perhaps because the tuition in English wasg
not on a par with that in Spanish, thc:, Te?KaS portion of the people
became dissatisfied and held a convention 1n 1832 at San Felipe de
Austin, which, though strongly denounced by the Castilian population
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as disloyal, boldly petitioned the State government for an endowment
to establish primary schools for the better education of their children.
The memorial, which is interesting as an expression of the views of
the earliest settlers, as submitted to the governor and legislature, was
as follows:

To his excellency the governor and the honorable the legislature of the free and sovereign

Suate of Coahuila and Texas:

The inhabitants of Texas, represented by delegates chosen for the purpose of mak-
ing known their wants to the supreme government, and assembled in general con-
vention in the town of San Felipe de Austin, respectfully represent that from the
time of the settlement of Texas up to the present time no step has been taken to
encourage public education, and to create a fund exclusively devoted to that object.
They would respectfully suggest that intelligence is the main pillar of republican
institutions, and that without it no republic can be long-lived; that in every well-
regulated community where free principles predominate education among every class
of society has occupied the attention of the patriotic statesman; that the government
of the State of Coahuila and Texas, heretofore 8o liberal and even munificent in
grants of land to individuals, will, it is hoped, be equally so in the grant of land for
so useful and patriotic an effort as will be the dissemination of knowledge through
every part of society. Under these considerations your memorialists pray a grant of
as many leagues of land for the promotion of education as the legislature, in its liber-
ality, shall think proper to bestow, to be made to Texas as the foundation of a fund
for the future encouragement of primary schools in Texas, in which will be taught
the Castilian and English languages; and they further pray that the said grants be
made to the ayuntamientos in Texas, for the use and benefit of the people in Texas,
and for the object aforesaid, with the exprees condition that the said lands shall
not be sold or otherwise disposed of until the voice of the people be taken thereon;
and your memorialists conclude with a declaration of their attachment to the Repub-
lic of Mexico, and of their devotion to the Federal constitution, and also to that of
Coahuila and Texas.

LE 8assiEr, Chairman pro tempore.

Following this, what appears to have been the last endowment of
schools by the Mexican State was an appropriation by decree of May
23, 1833, of four sitios (17,713 acres) for the support of primary schools
in the department of Nacogdoches.

In 1833 also a decree was issued creating ayunfos (boards), who were
charged with the care and distribution of school funds and pro-
viding for schools and teachers. But no special progress was made
toward establishing a thorough public-school system, and according to
a report of the Mexican commissioner, Almonte, there were only three
schools in operation in Texas, while still a Mexican province, in 1834.
One of these was on the Brazos, another on Red River, and the other
in San Antonio. In 1844 the people of San Antonio concluded that
the city should provide a public school for that municipality, and it
was recommended that the old court room be utilized for school as
well as court purposes; but this was not effected till 1849, when some
lots set apart by the city for school sites were sold and the proceeds
used for improving the building suitably for a school as well as court
house.
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SCHOOLS OF THE REPUBLIC.

The necessity of providing for education was impressed at nearly
every important stage in the history of the government. In the decla-
ration of the independence of the Republic of Texas, adopted in 1836
at Washington, Tex., it was complained that the Mexican Government
had failed to establish any public system of education, though pos-
sessed of almost boundless land resources, and ‘‘although it is an
axiom in political science that unless a people are educated it is idle to
expect the continuance of civil liberty or the capacity of self-govern-
ment.” Accordingly the Congress of the new Republic was required
to provide by law a general system of education, and under the stimu-
lus of this wise provision and increased immigration numerous schools
were opened. In June, 1837, President Houston approved the char-
ters of Independence Academy and the University of San Augustine,
both in San Augustine County, and Washington College, near the
town of Washington, on the Brazos. The charters provided that they
should be accessible to all students, irrespective of religion or politics.
The property of such institutions was generally but not always
exempted from taxation, and in some cases special provision was made
for biblical instruction where the charters were for the benefit of col-
leges to be established under church auspices. In other instances the
charters prohibited the sale of intoxicants near the school premises.

PROVIDING FOR ‘‘ COLLEGES OR UNIVERSITIES.”

The first suggestion of a State university was an act of the Congress
of the Republic of April 13, 1838, which was referred to a special
committee, but was not reported back for consideration. Following
this came a recommendation by President Lamar, in 1839, that an
agrarian appropriation be made while the public domain was ample,
for the purposes of education, including the establishment of the
university. An act accordingly was passed granting 3 leagues (13,284
acres) to each county for establishing a primary school or academy in
the county, and 50 leagues (221,400 acres) for the establishment and
endowment of two colleges or universities, one in the eastern and the
other in the western part of the State. About the same time Presi-
dent Lamar approved a charter for the College of De Kalb in Red
River County, and in 1840 an act was passed to establish Ruterville
College, in Fayette County. A number of private and denominational
schools were chartered by the Republic, and subsequently others by
the State.

PROVISION FOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

The State constitution of 1845, the first in operation after the pass-
ing of the Republic, contained the following provisions regarding the
public schools:

A general diffusion of knowledge being essential to the preservation of the rights
and liberties of the people, it shall be the duty of the legislature of this State to
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make suitable provisions for the support and maintenance of publicschools. * * *
The legislature shall, as early as practicable, establish free schools throughout the -
State, and shall furnish means for their support by taxation on property. And it
shall be the duty of the legislature to set apart one-tenth of the annual revenue of
the Btate derivable from taxation as a perpetual fund, which fund shall be appro-
priated to the support of free public schools, and no law shall ever be made diverting
said fund to any other use; and until such time as the legislature shall provide for
the establishment of such schools in the several districts of the State, the fund thus
created shall remain as a charge against the State, passed to the credit of the free
common school fund.

No allusion was made in this constitution to the subject of establish-
ing a university, doubtless on account of the convention being mainly
concerned about the more pressing needs of the State incident to the
transition of the young Republic into the American Union.

An act of the State legislature of 1854 appropriated $2,000,000 of
5 per cent bonds in the State treasury for the support and maintenance
of public schools, to be called the ‘‘special school fund,” the interest
of which was to be distributed for the general benefit of the public
schools.

In 1840 the Congress of the Republic increased the land grant to
counties for school purposes by granting another league, making in
all 4 leagues (17,712 acres) for each county, and provided that it
should be divided, one-half for scientific endowment of an academic
school and the remainder to be distributed among the various common-
school districts in the county.

THE FIRST STATE SCHOOL SYSTEM.

It was not till 1854 that a regular system of free schools was pro-
vided for by the State, the first school being opened in San Antonio.
The office of State superintendent was created by the constitution of
1866, the superintendent being charged with the control of the school
fund, subject to legislative regulations. Since then the superin-
tendemcy has been changed several times, the duties being imposed
ex-officially upon the treasurer and other State officials, till the office,
after being repeatedly abolished and revived, has been finally fixed
by the legislature and the department of education established, with
an educational board, counsisting at present of the goverunor, comp-
troller, and secretary of state, with the State superintendent of
instruction ex officio secretary of the board.

LAND ENDOWMENT OF THE UNIVERSITY.

An act of 1854 and subsequent acts which appropriated in the aggre-
gate over 36,000,000 acres of land to ‘‘encourge the construction of
railroads in Texas” were qualified by a subsequent act of the legisla-
ture giving the alternate sections of the lands to the free-school fund,
and was still further qualified by the act of 1858, which gave to the
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State University the tenth section out of every 10 sections set apart
for the railroads. This last act, known as the university act of 1858,
allowed the university $100,000 of United States bonds held by the
State and confirmed to the university 50 leagues (221,400 acres)
originally set apart by the Republic of Texas for ‘‘ the endowment of
two colleges or universities.” Altogether it is estimated that the land
grants to the university, independent of the 50 leagues, had they not
been impaired by adverse legislation, would have amounted to over
3,500,000 acres. The constitution of 1876, however, deprived it of
several hundred thousand acres which it already owned and 1,500,000
acres more which had accrued to the university up to that year from
the tenth section surveys, all of which the constitution bestowed upon
the free schools; and substituted but 1,000,000 acres in lieu of the several
millions accrued and accruing of more valuable lands of which the
university was deprived by the substitution. Hon. W. C. Walsh,
while State land commissioner, and familiar with the value of the lands,
furnished the writer with the following statement, showing what would
have been the university’s endowment up to the date of the constitution
of 1876 had the grants not been impaired by subsequent legislation:

Fifty leagues (221,400 acres), at $1.50 peracre ..............oooo...... $332, 100
Ten years’ interest, at 10 percent .. ... ... . i iiiiiiiaiaianna... 332,100
One million seven hundred and fifty thousand acres, at $5 per acre ..... 8, 750, 000
Interest on deferred payments (say 25 percent)................co..... 2, 187, 500

7 11, 601, 700

Since the university funds were diverted by the legislature to other
purposes, $12,000,000 will probably not more than cover what should
have been the value of the endowment at the time Commissioner
Walsh’s statement was made in 1886, independent of the additional
lands which would have accrued to the university since but for the
action of the convention.

In 1883 the legislature made partial restitution to the university by
a grant of 1,000,000 acres of the public domain; but this measure, in
order to gain the consent of the legislature, had to be coupled with a
grant of 2,000,000 acres to the free schools, which for that purpose
was embodied in the same act.

THE PUBLIC-SCHOOL LANDS.

The school lands remaining unsold and belonging to the school fund
originally embraced, independent of the 4 leagues to each county,
some 14,025,024 acres required by law to be surveyed for the schools
by the railroad companies in alternate sections with the railroad sec-
tions, by virtue of certificates for the alternates issued to such com-
panies prior to January 1, 1875; also, some 24,087,453 acres surveyed
since by virtue of similar certificates, and 2,000,000 acres granted by
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act of April 10, 1883; in all, 40,112,477 acres. The county grants may
be estimated at about 10,000,000 acres, and the grand total of school
lands thus amounted to the imperial area of over 50,000,000 acres,
independent of over 2,000,000 acres left to the State University. The
prants to the university embrace the original 50 leagues from the
Texas Republic, 1,000,000 acres substituted by the State for the alter-
nate sections of the railroad surveys, and 1,000,000 acres granted by
the act of 1483; in all, 2,221,400 acres.

As the railroad grants amounted to 38,112,477 acres, the ultimate
result to the university from the tenth-section surveys under the act
of 1858 would have been 3,800,000 acres had that act not been impaired
by the partial substitution under the constitution of 1876; and thus it
remains that the university, notwithstanding the restitution of 1,000,000
acres added by the act of 1883, is still deprived of about 1,800,000
acres accrued and accruing to it from its originally splendid endow-

ment.
POST-BELLUM CONDITIONS.

In Texas, as in all the Southern States, educational affairs were
materially affected by the civil war and reconstruction of the State
government. The convention, known as the ‘‘secession convention of
1861,” adopted the constitution of 1845, with such amendments as
were required to conform the government to war necessities. No
important change was made in the constitution in its educational pro-
visions, but the war naturally interrupted the operations of institu-
tions of learning of all classes. Some of the proceeds of sales of the
school and university lands had been received during the war on pend-
ing land notes, which fell due and were paid in Confederate scrip, and
the school and university funds were kept merged in one account, so
it was difficult to determine the particular share of the university. In
his message of April 29, 1870, Governor Davis suggested that the
university fund and lands might properly be considered as part of the
common-school fund, though not directly included therein by the
constitution.

Anordinance waspassed declaring the ‘‘ war debt” of the State incurred
before the Confederates were dispossessed of the control of the govern-
ment to be ‘“null and void.” Some $140,000 of university funds had
been used by the State, as it was supposed, in the interest of the
Confederacy. It was accordmgly declared to be a ‘‘debt of doubtful
validity,” and was not validated as a just obligation of the State till
1883, when the fact was urged that the money had bheen used by the
State for frontier protection from the Indians and Mexicans, and not
in opposition to the Federal Government. The legislature thereupon
covered it back to the university, and with it an item known as a
‘“‘comptroller’s certificate,” for $10,300.41, issued on account of sales
of university lands.
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Referring in his message of 1870 to the report of Comptroller Bled-
soe, Governor Davis says:

It will be noticed in the comptroller’s report of assets the accounts bear from year
to year the items: Special school fund, $79,409.50; university land sales, $10,300.41,
and 6 per cent manuscript State bonds for school fund, $320,367.13. These items rep-
resent State warrants or State bonds issued during the war and, representing obliga-
tions which are now void, should no longer be borne on the comptroller’s reports; but
the comptroller considers it his duty to continue them until the legislature directs
otherwise. .

Subsequently, in his message to the legislature in 1871, Governor
Davis says:

It will be perceived that I have not included in the estimates of the State’s indebt-
edness the bonds issued to the common school and university funds under the pro-
visional act of November 12, 1866, amounting to $216,641.08 and interest. I can
perceive no good reason why these bonds, issued to replace 5 per cent United States
indemnity bonds taken and disposed of during the rebellion by the authorities then
in possession of the State, should now be a charge upon the people. If it is necessary
that the school and university fund should be increased in a sum equivalent to those
bonds it had better be done in plain terms, but there is no such necessity, and it is
our experience in the past that the accumulation of these special funds tends to invite
spoliation.

For a long time there seems to have been a disposition not to regard
the university fund as a trust so sacred that it could not be applied to
other uses, less on account of the danger of its ‘‘spoliation” than its
convenience for government purposes as long as its operation remained
an uncertain problem of the distant future.

The legislature had all along proceeded by statutes under the exist-
ing organic law to establish free schools, and had incorporated the
idea of providing for one or more State universities as part of its
governmental functions. So that the university was, in fact as well as
purpose, the logical capstone to the general edifice of public instruc-
tion, a great leading high school, as evidently contemplated by the
fathers of the Republic, and was, equally with the common schools, as
part and parcel of them, coexistent with the birth of the State.

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS.

The provisions of article 10 of the constitution of 1866 on the sub-
ject of education were amended by declaring that ‘‘ the legislature shall,
as early as practicable, establish a system of free public schools through-
out the State; and as a basis for the endowment and support of said
system all the funds, lands, and other property heretofore set apart,
or that may hercafter be set apart, and appropriated for the support
and maintenance of public schools shall constitute the public-school
fund; and said fund and the income derived therefrom shall be a per-
petual fund for the education of all the white scholastic inhabitants of
this State, and no law shall ever be made appropriating said fund to
any other use or purpose.”
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It was also provided that all *‘ the alternate sections reserved by the
State out of previous or future grants to railroad companies or other
corporations for internal improvements, or for the development of the
wealth or resources of the State, shall be set apart as a perpetual school
fund of the State; that the legislature shall hereafter appropriate one-
half of the proceeds of sales of public lands to the perpetual school
fund and shall provide for the levying of a tax for educational pur-
poses, and that the sums arising from said tax which may be collected
from Africans or persons of African descent shall be exclusively
appropriated for the maintenance of a system of public schools for
Africans and their children; that the university funds shall be invested
in like manner as provided for the public-school funds, and the legisla-
ture shall have no power to appropriate the university fund for any
other purpose than that of the maintenance of universities, and shall
at an early day make such provisions by law as will organize and put
into operation the university.”

Next came the ¢‘ period of reconstruction” during which the State
constitution was adopted in a convention held under the reconstruction
acts of Congress, by authority of which the State constitution was
adopted as it was finally ratified by the people in July, 1869. This
constitution reafirmed the section of that of 1866 fixing the basis of
the public-school endowment, except the clause confining its use to the
education of white children. This had to be changed under the recon-
struction provisions against ¢‘ race discriminations,” and was so changed
as to provide that ¢‘ the perpetual school fund shall be applied as needed
exclusively for the education of all the scholastic inhabitants of the
State, and no law shall ever be made appropriating such fund for any
other use or purpose.” It also provided that ¢ all sums of money that
may come to this State from the sale of any portion of the public
domain of the State shall also constitute a part of the public-school
fund, and the legislature shall set apart for the benefit of public schools
one-fourth of the annual revenue derivable from general taxation, and
shall also cause to be levied and collected an annual poll tax of $1 on
all male persons in this State between the ages of 21 and 60 years for
the benefit of public schools.” *‘And said fund and the income there-
from and the taxes herein provided for school purposes shall be a per-
petual fund, to be applied ” as above stated.

The constitution secures these provisions by annulling the ‘ordi-
nance of secession” of 1861 and all legislation based thereon, and
declares in effect that the legislatures which sat in the State from
March, 1861, to August, 1866, were unconstitutional and their enact-
ments not binding except as to such regulations as were not violative
of the Constitution and laws of the United States or in aid of the
rebellion against the United States. The legislature which assembled
in Austin August 6, 1866, is declared to have been provisional only,
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and its acts were to be respected only so far as they were not violative
of the Constitution and laws of the United States or were not intended
to reward those who participated in the late rebellion, or to discrimi-
nate between citizens on account of race or color, or to operate preju-
dicially to any class of citizens. It is further declared that—

All debts created by the so-called State of Texas from and after the 28th day of
January, 1861, and prior to the 5th day of August, 1865, were and are null and void;
and the legislature is prohibited from making any provision for the acknowledg-
ment or payment of such debts.

Under these provisions the university, though not then recognized
to be in any way a matter of concern in the war, suffered great loss
by some $74,804.48 having been received in ‘‘ Confederate notes” in
payment for university lands and turned over to the Confederate
States depository. As to other interests involved in the same way no
estimates appear to have been presented of the loss to the free-school
fund and other special trusts resulting from the State being prohibited
from paying any debt involving Confederate money further than
appears in a message of Governor Davis (April 29, 1870, already cited).

EXTRAVAGANT SCHOOL ORGANIZATION.

An act of 1871 amended the general school law by providing that
the board of education shall apportion the territory of the State anew
into convenient educational districts. The State superintendent was
authorized to appoint the. district supervisors, and the supervisors
were to appoint the school directors and could act as examiners of
teachers. Thus the school officers were very numerous and involved
an expense that was well calculated to exhaust the school fund, if not
to bankrupt the State, if the system were maintained. At all events
it was too extravagant for maintenance by the counties, many of which
were overtaxed and their treasuries depleted to favor the teachers and
school officials with increased salaries. The extent to which extrava-
gance was licensed is manifested in the expenditures of the State edu-
cational department at Austin, amounting in 1872 to $96,505, or 20
per cent of the fund, as against $15,393 expended in 1896, which was
but one-half of 1 per cent of the fund.

THE EXISTING ORGANIC LAW.

Among the features affecting education the present organic law
(constitution, Art. III, sec. 48) provides for taxation and other public
burdens for support of public schools, including colleges and univer-
gities established by the State; and further, in section 2, Article VIII,
that the legislature may exempt from taxation all buildings used exclu-
sively and owned by persons or associations of persons for school
purposes (and the necessary furniture of all schools); and still further,
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in section 7, Article VIII, that the legislature shall not have power to
borrow or in any manner divert from its purpose any special fund—
such as that of the free schools or the university. Section 1 of Article
VII makes it the duty of the legislature to establish and provide for
an efficient system of public free schools. Section 9 provides for the
maintenance of State asylums as being in some sense educational insti-
tutions.

Other educational provisions in article 7 of the constitution, as
affected by amendments and relating exclusively to the ¢‘ public free
schools,” are as follows:

8ec. 2. All funds, lands, and other property heretofore set apart and appropriated
for the support of public schools; all the alternate sections of land reserved by the
Btate out of grants heretofore made or that may hereafter be made to railroads, or
other corporations, of any nature whatsoever; one-half of the public domain of the
State; and all sums of money that may come to the State from the sale of any por-
tion of the same, shall constitute a perpetual public school fund.

8kc. 3. One-fourth of the revenue derived from the State occupation taxes, and a
poll tax of $1 on every male inhabitant of this State between the ages of 21 and 60
years, shall be set apart annually for the benefit of the public free schools, and, in
addition thereto, there shall be levied and collected an annual ad valorem State tax
of such an amount, not to exceed 20 cents on the $100 valuation, as, with the avail-.
able school fund arising from all other sources, will be sufficient to maintain and sup-
port the public free schools of this State for a period of not less than six months in
each year; and the legislature may also provide for the formation of school districts
within all or any of the counties of this State, by general or special law, without the
local notice required in other cases of special legislation, and may authorize an addi-
tional annual ad valorem tax to be levied and collected within such school districts
for the further maintenance of public free schools and the erection of school build-
ings therein: Provided, That two-thirds of the qualified property taxpaying voters
of the district, voting at an election to be held for that purpose, shall vote such tax,
not to exceed in any one year 20 cents on the $100 valuation of the property subject to
taxation in such district, but the limitation upon the amount of district tax herein
authorized, shall not apply to incorporated cities or towns constituting separate and
independent school districts. [Sec. 3, Art. VII, declared adopted September 25,
1883.]

8ec. 4. The lands herein set apart to the public free school fund shall be sold under
such regulations, at such times, and on such terms as may be prescribed by law, and
the legislature shall not have power to grant any relief to purchasers thereof. The
comptroller shall invest the proceeds of such sales and of those heretofore made, as
may be directed by the board of education herein provided for, in the bonds of the
United States, the State of Texas, or counties in said State, or in such other securi-
ties and under such restrictions as may be prescribed by law; and the State shall be
responsible for all investments. [Sec. 4, Art. VII, declared adopted September 25,
1883.]

8ec. 5. The principal of all bonds and other funds, and the principal arising from
the sale of the lands hereinbefore set apart to said school fund, shall be the perma-
nent school fund; and all the interest derivable therefrom and the taxes herein author-
ized and levied shall be the available school fund, to which the legislature may add
not exceeding 1 per cent annually of the total value of the permanent school fund;
such value to be ascertained by the board of education until otherwise provided by
law, and the available school fund shall be applied annually to the support of the
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public free schools. And no law shall ever be enacted appropriating any part of the
permanent or available school fund to any other purpose whatever, nor shall the
same or any part thereof ever be appropriated to or used for the support of any sec-
tarian school; and the available school fund herein provided #hall be distributed to
the several counties according to their scholastic population and applied in such man-
ner as may be provided by law. [Sec. 5, Art. VII, declared adopted September 22,
1891.]

Skc. 6. All lands heretofore or hereafter granted to the several counties of this
State for educational purposes are of right the property of said counties respectively
to which they were granted, and title thereto is vested in said counties, and no
adverse possession or limitation shall ever be available against the title of any county.
Each county may sell or dispose of its lands, in whole or in part, in manner to be
provided by the commissioners’ court of the county. Actual settlers residing on said
lands shall be protected, in the prior right of purchasing the same to the extent of
their settlement, not to exceed 160 acres, at the price fixed by said court, which price
shall not include the value of existing improvements made thereon by such settlers.
Said lands, and the proceeds thereof, when sold, shall be held by said counties alone
as a trust for the benefit of public schools therein; said proceeds to be invested in
bonds of the United States, the State of Texas, or counties of said State, or in such
other securities and under such restrictions as may be prescribed by law; and the
counties shall be responsible for all investments; the interest thereon, and other
revenue, except the principal, shall be available fund. [Sec. 8, Art. VII, declared
adopted September 25, 1883.]

Skc. 7. Separate schools shall be provided for the white and colored children, and
impartial provision shall be made for both.

Sec. 8. The governor, comptroller, and secretary of state shall constitute a board
of education, who shall distribute said funds to the several counties, and perform
such other duties concerning public schools as may be prescribed by law.

Still other educational provisiohs of the same article of the consti-
tution are those relating entirely to the university, as follows:

8Ec. 10. The legislature shall, as soon as practicable, establish, organize, and pro-
vide for the maintenance, support, and direction of a university of the first class, to
be located by a vote of the people of this State, and styled ‘‘ The University of Texas,’’
for the promotion of literature and the arts and sciences, including an agricultural
and mechanical department.

Sec. 11. In order to enable the legislature to perform the duties set forth in the
foregoing section, it is hereby declared that all lands and other property heretofore
set apart and appropriated for the establishment and maintenance of the University
of Texas, together with all the proceeds of sales of the same, heretofore made or
hereafter to be made, and all grants, donations, and appropriations that may here-
after be made by the State of Texas, or from any other source, shall constitute and
become a permanent university fund. And the same as realized and received into
the treasury of the State (together with such sum belonging to the fund as may now
be in the treasury), shall be invested in bonds of the State of Texas, if the same can
be obtained; if not, then in United States bonds; and the interest accruing thereon
shall be subject to appropriation by the legislature to accomplish the purpose declared
in the foregoing section: Provided, That the one-tenth of the alternate sections of the
lands granted to railroads, reserved by the State, which were set apart and appro-
priated to the establishment of the University of Texas, by an act of the legis-
lature of February 11, 1858, entitled ‘“ An act to establish the University of Texas,”
shall not be included in or constitute a part of the permanent university fund.

Sec. 12. The land herein set apart to the university fund shall be sold under such
regulations, at such times, and on such terms as may be provided by law; and the
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legislature shall provide for the prompt collection, at maturity, of all debts due on
account of university lands heretofore sold, or that may hereafter be sold, and shall
in neither event have the power to grant relief to the purchasers.

Sec. 13. The Agricultural and Mechanical College of Texas, established by an act
of the legislature, passed April 17, 1871, located in the county of Brazos, is hereby
made and constituted a branch of the University of Texas, for instruction in agri-
culture, the mechanic arts, and the natural sciences connected therewith. And the
legislature shall, at its next session, make an appropriation, not to exceed $40,000,
for the construction and completion of the buildings and improvements, and for
providing the furniture necessary to put said college in immediate and successful
operation.

Sec. 14. The legislature shall also, when deemed praeticable, establish and provide
for the maintenance of a college or branch university for the instruction of the colored
youths of the State, to be located by a vote of the people: Provided, That no tax shall
be levied and no money appropriated out of the general revenue, either for this
purpoee or for the establishment and erection of the buildings of the University of
Texas.

Sec. 15. In addition to the lands heretofore granted to the University of Texas,
there is hereby set apart and appropriated, for the endowment, maintenance, and
sapport of said university and its branches, 1,000,000 acres of the unappropriated
public domain of the State, to be designated and surveyed as may be provided by
law; and said lands shall be sold under the same regulations and the proceeds
invested in the same manner as is provided for the sale and investment of the per-
manent university fund; and the legislature shall not have power to grant any relief
to the purchasers of said lands.

RESULTS OF ‘‘RELIEF LEGISLATION.”

Prior to the adoption of the constitution of 1876 the legislature had
repeatedly passed acts granting relief to purchasers of school and
university lands by extending time for their payments of interest
on their purchases. These were generally parties seeking to acquire
the lands under the ‘‘actual settlers act,” which allowed thirty
annual installments and required only one-thirtieth of the amount in
cash at the time of the purchase. As one result of this indulgence
the State failed to collect a large amount of interest due the free
schools, besides from $50,000 to $60,000 due the university, which
still remains uncollected, and is probably entirely lost to the institu-
tion on account of so many purchasers forfeiting their land, and most
of them after making only the cash payment. Many of the State
records were destroyed by the burning of the State capitol in 1881, and
the writer is not advised of any official statement of the extent to
which the general school fund suffered in the same way as did the
university fund, but is aware, as existing records of the attorney-gen-
eral’s office show, that thousands of suits had to be brought for for-
feiture of the lands on account of nonpayment of interest on the
purchase notes.

EDUCATION OF COLORED YOUTHS.

The provision in Article VII of the constitution for tuition and
separate schools for colored children, and that impartial provision
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shall be made for both, was a necessary result of the requirements of
the *‘ reconstruction acts” of the Federal Congress, and has been in
the main observed as closely as circumstances and social conditions
will admit, delay in the establishment of the colored branch of the
State University being the only remaining cause for special complaint.
The State, however, has taken some practical steps, gratifying to the
colored people, for their better education by establishing some years
ago the Prairie View Normal School, at Alta Vista, near Hempstead,
for instructing colored teachers, and latterly by the legislature of
1897 granting a special endowment of 100,000 acres for the *‘colored
branch” of the university. It nevertheless remains that the colored
people would prefer, and the public generally would like for them to
have, a separate university, with teachers of their own selection, instead
of a branch of a university which, as already established, is wholly
devoted to the education of white youths.

The grant of 100,000 acres for ‘‘the Colored University” may,
then, mean an independent rather than a branch institution, as, if it was
intended to be limited to the ‘‘ colored branch of the State University,”
it should have been so expressed. In this way it may lead to other
measures in the direction of endowing an independent establishment
for the higher education of colored people, such as may naturally occur
to the legislature as the best means for accomplishing such purpose.
As to the disposition of the white people in such matters, they have
certainly been liberal in the promotion of the education of the negroes,
and have twice discarded propositions to limit the fund for educating
colored children to the amount collected by the State from colored
taxpayers. As the law now stands, the colored scholastic population
shares per capita in common with the white children the benefits of the
entire school fund. ’

PRESENT SCHOOL ORGANIZATION.

As the State’s school system now exists, independent school districts
for grammar and primary schools, subject to subdivision of counties
for community schools; changing from community to district and
from district to community organization; municipal control of schools
in cities, towns, or villages organized for school purposes; local taxa-
tion to supplement the school fund apportioned by the State to the
counties, and the maintenance of State normal schools and the uni-
versity and its branches, are the main features of the system.

Counties are divided into school districts subject to control of
county school boards and county school superintendents, and these are
subdivided for the convenience of community schools upon proper
petition to the county authorities. Changes from one system to
another are effected by local option or exemptions authorized by the
legislature. ~Cities and towns are allowed to incorporate as independ-
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ent school districts with separate school boards and superintendents,
and to establish graded and high schools of their own, in addition to
their primary and grammar schools, and to share in the benefits of the
State school apportionment. Local taxation is allowed to cover
expenditures for longer school terms and desired improvements, for
which counties and districts, as well as cities, towns, and villages, may
also provide in the same manner. New counties as soon as organized
are entitled to 4 leagues (17,712 acres) of land, to be selected from the
public domain and controlled by them for their own school purposes.
In this way the lands come to be embraced in the territory of subse-
quently organized counties. They are generally sold to good advan-
tage and the proceeds converted into bonds bearing interest for the
benefit of the schools of the county to which the lands belong, though
located in another county.

LAND SALES AND LEASES.

All school and university lands are of course exempt from taxation
and are subject to sale or lease, the school lands being generally pre-
ferred by settlers and the university lands being in better demand
than heretofore for leasing on account of their being offered by the
regents in large bodies to suit stockmen for pastures. Most of the
school lands are also leased in large bodies, mainly at 3 cents an acre
per annum, which is the rate for the university lands which the
regents are holding for leasing in preference to selling. The school
lands are being sold as well as leased in considerable quantities, the
prices of sales being from §1 to $2 per acre, except for well-timbered
lands, which are sold at $5 per acre and are generally bought for the
sake of the timber. All sales of school lands are payable, as stated, in
thirty annual installments, and at a nominal rate of interest—3 per cent
per annum. Some 20,000,000 acres of the unsold lands, embracing
nearly all of them, are leased at 3 to 4 cents an acre per annum, but
subject to sale under the actual settlers act. The rentals are added
to the annual available school fund. The rentals of the university
lands, which are leased at 3 cents an acre, are added to the university
available fund.

The price for leasing of both the school and university lunds for
some years prior to 1887, as fixed by the State land board, which
existed but a few years, was as high as 6 cents an acre per annum,
having been reduced since to meet the decreased demand for grazing
lands resulting from the reduced value of cattle, which has lately
risen, however, without increasing the price for the lands to corre-
spond with the enlarged demand for pastures.

COUNTY SCHOOL LANDS.

Besides the regular State endowment to the counties, each county,
as has already been stated, has a separate special grant from the State
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of 4 leagues—17,712 acres. As these lands are sold the interest on
the funds instead of the principal, which latter is kept in the State
treasury, is applied annually to the support of the county schools.
The lands thus granted to the counties, aggregating some 5,856,400
acres, are exclusive of a general reservation of several million acres
from the public domain, from which counties remaining unorganized
are to have their 4-league grants, making the county grants aggregate,
it is estimated, about 10,000,000 acres.

THE AVAILABLE SCHOOL FUND.

The entire amount of available school fund apportioned by the
State and counties for 1898 for a scholastic population of 589,551 white
and 187,316 colored children over 8 and under 17 years of age was,
for whites, $2,358,204, and for colored children, $749,264; making a
total of $3,107,468 for 776,867 school children, derived from the school
tax of 124 cents on the $100 property valuation, and from interest on
land notes, leases of school lands, local taxation, and the annual trans-
fer of 1 per cent from the permanent school fund, under what is
known as the Jester amendment to the constitution. Funds of the
university are limited by the organic law to investments in bonds of
the State and of the United States; but the school funds are not con-
fined to these securities, and are mainly invested in county bonds, to
an extent proportioned to property values, but limited by the consti-
tutional indebtedness of the counties applying for the loans or pur-
chase by the State of their bonds. Payment of county bonds thus held
in trust for the permanent school fund is guaranteed by the State to
purchasers to whom the State may sell them, and they are generally
in demand at a premium. The State invests the funds for the benefit
of the respective counties, and in this way they operate for their Tocal
advantage.

The State board of education and State superintendent of instruction
are charged with the general direction necessary to enforce the school
laws and with making the annual per capita distribution of the school
fund based on the scholastic census and fixed by the legislature for all
public-school children over 8 and under 17 years of age, the children
of the white and colored races being required to be taught in separate
schools, and impartial provision to be made for both races.

The annual ad valorem State school tax (subject to change by the legis-
lature) is now 18 cents on the $100 assessed value of the taxable prop-
erty of the State; the proceeds of which tax, together with the proceeds
of all occupation taxes and $1 poll tax (exclusive of costs of collection)
and the interest from bonds or funds belonging to the permanent school
fund, the rentals from leases and sales of school lands, and 1 per cent
transferred annually from the permanent school fund, constitute the
available resources of the free schools. No part of the public-school
fund can be used for the support of any sectarian school.
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STATE SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENTS.

The office of superintendent of education has been affected several
times by political changes. Originally the direction of the schools and
distribution of school funds was largely intrusted as ex-officio duties to
some State official. The State comptroller was ex officio State super-
intendent till the office of superintendent of public instruction was
provided for by the constitution of 1866, which, besides, created a
board of education, composed of the governor, comptroller, and super-
intendent. The first State superintendent was Pryor Lea, appointed
November, 1866, by Governor Throckmorton, who, with the other
State officers, was displaced the following year under the reconstruc-
tion acts of Congress, and E. M. Wheelock was appointed by Pro-
vigsional Governor Pease to serve the remainder of the term. In
May, 1871, J. C. De Gress was appointed by Governor Davis to suc-
ceed Wheelock, and served until O. N. Hollingsworth was elected to
the office, in 1870, on the ticket with Governor Coke.

The office of superintendent of instruction was virtually abolished in
1876 by the legislature making no provision for its support, allowing
the board of education a clerk instead. The office was revived in
1884, and the department of education established, with a board com-
posed of the governor, comptroller, and secretary of state, the State
school superintendent being ex officio secretary of the board. The
change creating the department of education was made by the legisla-
ture at the suggestion of the secretary of the board. B. M. Baker,
who had been appointed superintendent by Governor Ireland in 1883
(the office being subsequently made elective), was in 1884 chosen
superintendent of public instruction, as the law designated the posi-
tion. Baker was succeeded by O. H. Cooper, elected in 1886 and
reelected in 1888. Cooper resigned some time before his second term
expired, when, after having declined a professor’s chair in the State
University, he received the appointment of superintendent of the pub-
lic schools of Galveston. H. C. Pritchett was selected by Governor
Ross to fill Cooper’s unexpired term, and was elected to the office in
1890, but resigned before his term had expired in order to resume his
original position, which he now holds, as principal of the Sam Houston
Normal Institute. J. M. Carlisle, president of the State Teachers’
Association, was appointed to the vacancy by Governor Hogg, and,
after baving been twice elected for successive terms, was succeeded by
J. M. Kendall, elected in 1898.

THE PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOLS.

The public high schools in the State now [1898] number 156, including
26 for colored children. Insome of the larger cities the buildings are
splendid. The Ball High School, in Galveston, one of the largest and
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finest in the State, was donated by Mr. John Ball, a banker of that
city. The Rosenburg High School, another princely gift, was donated
by a Galveston merchant, Mr. Henry Rosenburg. The Allan School,
in Austin, lately put into operation by the city as a manual-training
department of the Austin High School, is the result of a bequest for
such purpose of the value of about $70,000 in money and city property
by John T. Allan, who was treasurer of the State during the admin-
istration of Governor Davis. A three years’ course of study has been
arranged for it by City Superintendent Harris and Professor Hunsdon,
principal of the school, including the following subjects: Free-hand
and instrumental drawing, joinery, wood carving, turning, pattern
making, molding, forging, and machine work. Pupils taking this
manusl-training course will be required to take, in addition, the follow-
ing academic courses in the high school: English, six terms; mathe-
matics, five terms; science, three terms; history, three terms, and
civics, one term. They will also be instructed in scientific principles
rela.tmg to labor.

The aim of Mr. Allan, as expressed in his own words, was to found
a school in which ‘‘shall be taught practical use of tools as well as
scientific principles.” The appreciation in which the school is held is
shown by the following comparative statistics taken from the high-
school records for the six terms the school has been in operation, each
couplet of figures giving the total enrollment of boys in the high
school and the number taking the manual-training course: 57-18;
59-18; 54-20; 67-35; 60-35; 75-50. From these figures it is shown
that in less than three years the total enrollment has increased less
than 50 per cent, while the manual-training enrollment has increased
nearly 200 per cent.

Austin was the first city in ‘Texas to establish a manual-training
department in connection with her public schools, and her action has
prompted the introduction in the legislature of a bill making provision
for such additions in public schools in other cities disposed to promote
them. It has been suggested that until the university is provided
with a technological department at Austin it would be well to arrange
in some way for the university students to have the benefits of the
training department of the Allan School.

AFTERMATH OF RECONSTRUCTION.

Under the license incident to revolution, the aftermath of the *‘re-
construction of the South,” was great extravagance in educational
matters, not more perhaps in Texas than in Louisiana and some other
States. In Texas, taxes were raised and salaries of teachers were
increased and school offices multiplied, on account of new and expensive
features being added, involving largely augmented expenditures,
without corresponding public benefit, or being at all required. The
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school ad valorem tax was fixed as high as 25 cents on the $100 prop-
erty values. At the instance of Governor Roberts the law was changed
so that teachers and their salaries were graded, instead of allowing all
teachers the same salary, thereby effecting a great saving in school
expenditures. The price of the public lands was reduced, as suggested
by the governor, to 50 cents an acre, and provision was made for their
readier sale, so as to produce larger revenues for the free schools and
establishment of the university. Attorney-Generals Hogg and Cul-
berson subsequently instituted suits by which large quantities of lands
granted for railroads were recovered and reverted to the public domain.
It was suggested to divide these lands between the free schools and the
university, but nothing came of the suggestion.

The reduction in the price of the public lands under what was known
as the ‘50 cents land act” naturally led to largely increased demand
for them, but for sometime only a few speculators seemed to notice
and take advantage of the fact. But with rapid settlenfent of the coun-
try along the projected lines of railroad the hitherto inaccessible but
now more desirable school lands were rapidly acquired to an extent
that caused the legislature to repeal the act. Dr. Taylor, of Austin,
and Representative Harris, of Galveston, were laggely instrumental in
getting the law repealed, thus saving large revenue to the State from
the increased value of the lands.

STATUS OF THE SCHOOL LANDS.

In his biennial report recently presented to Governor Culberson,
Hon. A. J. Baker, State land commissioner, makes an important state-
ment of the status of the school lands as affected by a late decision of
the supreme court in the case of Hogue v. Baker:

In that case the respondent answered that the public free school fund, which was
entitled to one-half of all the unappropriated public domain of Texas at the date of
the adoption of the constitution of 1876, had been outstripped by the location and
appropriation of the said lands for other purposes by more than 10,000,000 acres of
land, and that what was left of the unappropriated public domain, to wit, 3,853,604
acres, should be held for the use of that fund, and there was, therefore, no lands sub-
ject to homestead entry.

It will be noted from the trend of this opinion that many locations, made since
the adoption of the constitution of 1876, which were not accompanied by a survey
for the public free school fund of like amount, are affected by it in more or less
degree and may demand serious consideration by you in calling attention of the leg-
islature to it. * * *

Approximately, there was within the limita of the State of Texas when the consti-
tution of 1876 was adopted 75,961,277 acres of unlocated public domain. Since the
adoption of that constitution there has been located and surveyed for various pur-
poses (which are stated ) 72,107,583 acres, which, deducted from the 75,961,277 men-
tioned, leaves 3,853,964 acres of unsurveyed public domain now on hand. There has
been recovered from railroad companies 1,389,130 acres, and located and surveyed
out of the public domain since the adoption of the constitution of 1876 about 11,250,681
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acres, against which the State common school fund got no alternate amount or like
uantity.

s It wﬂyi be observed from an analysis of tables présented that at the time of the

adoption of the constitution of 1876 the public free school fund was entitled to about

37,961,277 acres of the unappropriated public domain, against which there has been

surveyed and returned by railway companies and other persons 23,970,000 acres,

leaving a deficit of about 9,879,921 acres due to that fund.

The commissioner, however, suggests that the deficit stated will
‘“have to be met out of some or all of certain items which are named,
including 1,000,000 acres of the university, unless the necessary
amount of lands can be obtained from other sources, which,” he says,
‘“ ought to be done so as to protect the title of all persons who hold
the evidence of title under the seal of the State;” and as a remedy he
further suggests that the State also pass to the credit of the public
free school fund the amount already received by the State for the
other half of the scrap purchases of what are known as *‘ scrap lands”
and charge it“to the debt due the school fund by the State. To do
this, he argues, it would only be necessary for the State to assume the
debt for which she has already received the money, and pay interest
on the same to the school fund annually, the true amount of which
can be obtained frgm the treasurer’s books. By this course the
demands of the school fund would thus be satisfied to that amount,
to wit, 4,181,617 acres, which quantity, added to the railway recoveries
and the amount now estimated to be unsurveyed, would probably very
pearly or quite balance the deficit.

ALL FOR THE SCHOOL FUND.

Under the land commissioner’s showing, if correct, the school fund
gets every acre in sight of the unappropriated public domain, leaving
nothing for the university, the asylums, or other State institutions.
And it may be (as it does not certainly appear what amount of public
domain there was at the time of the adoption of the State constitution
of 1876) that an investigation, which Commissioner Baker suggests be
authorized by the legislature,will show that the present apparent deficit
in the school lands does not exist. Evidently the old accounts and
records of the office were not as clearly kept as they should have been.

Commissioner Baker sums the lands of the school fund as follows:

Number | Aggregate
Lands. of sales. acres.
D 87117 9,119 | 8,772,054
T L TS 20,643 | 9,797, 692
IN BOOA BEANAING - - nnrnnenennsaaennanrnnensaneaneancnsanasensnnnnssnsnsnnennnn 20,200 | 9,013,073
TOAL. «en e eeeeneeneeenseeenaeneanaaneeanseaneacnstaneesneeaneesneanneannn 49,962 | 22,682,819

There are now on the market, he states, 20,554,365 acres belonging
to the fund. Total acres under lease, less university lands, at the close
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of August 31, 1896, 6,656,752; total acres leased from September 1,
1896, to August 31, 1896, 9,700,780. Grand total acres leased
16,357,532. Leases terminated by cancellation, expiration, and sales
amount to 5,071,097 acres. Total under lease August 31, 1898,
11,286,435 acres.

For the university 2,221,400 acres have been surveyed, of which
211,085 acres have been sold, embracing mainly nearly all the land of
the 50 leagues originally granted by the Republic of Texas.

SUMMARY OF EDUCATIONAL ENDOWMENTS.

According to the annual report of Hon. R. W. Finley, State comp-
troller, for the fiscal year ending August 31, 1898, and the report
recently rendered by Land Commissioner Baker, the total educational
endowments of Texas may be summed as follows:

Permanent school fund:

SALE DONAS . e ne e eeeceeeenceeeancneanccen e acennneeeannan $2,173,100
County bonds. « . cvneneee i iiciie e, 3,186,115
Railroad bonds. .. ... oo iiiiiiiiiiiaiaaia. 1, 262, 340
CBSh BAIANCE. - -« enneceeeenee e e e e aaaans 967, 157
Value of land unsold, 20,554,365 acres, 88y ..o eeeioeaaiaaannann. 41,108, 730
Interest-bearing land sale and notes (estimated)............ ... ... 17, 000, 000
Total value of permanent fund ... ... iiiiiiiiiiiiaa... 65, 697, 442
Cash balance available school fund ....... ... oo il 97,790
Total permanent and availablefunds. ............ ... ... ... 85, 795, 232
County school fund:
Value of land, 5,856,400 acres, 88y ... ..cccceieemaeocanacccaacnacan 11, 712, 800
Land reserved for unorganized counties, 88y ......ccocoomaaiao.. 6, 000, 000
Total value State and county school funds. ........ccocaoioann.. 83, 508, 032
Permanent university fund:
Bonds held in trust by the State........ ... ... ... ...l 578, 540
Cash balance to credit of permanent fund ......................... 2,374
Land unsold, 2,010,315 acres, 88Y - ccccceieecnneaniaanaaaaceaaaans 4, 020, 630
Interest-bearing land sales and notes, say ...............o........ 500, 000
Federal endowment Agricultural and Mechanical College .......... 209, 000
Grand total educational endowments ........ ... ... .. ..l 88, 818,576

August 31, 1898, there was a cash balance of $22,477 to the credit
of the available fund of the university, and $2,074 to the credit of the
Agricultural and Mechanical College fund.

SUPPOSED SCHOOL-LAND DEFICIT.

In the face of Land Commissioner Baker’s statement of a deficiency
in the lands due by the State to the free-school fund, and consequent
apprehension as to their titles in the minds of holders of such lands,
investigations as far as made by a special committee of the legislature
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indicate, as stated in an interview with Senator Potter, chairman of
the committee, that there is no such deficiency as 9,000,000 acres, and
that Commissioner Baker must have erred by embracing in his estimate
several million acres in certificates issued but never legally located, or
land granted for them. Senator Potter says:

Doubtless there is yet enough on hand of the public domain to fully compensate
the common-school fund without disturbing the titles or location and setflement of
any of the people of the State. The estimated area of the State is 175,504,860 acres,
and in 1877 the estimated liabilities to the public domain aggregated 127,724,333 acres.
8o it is hard to conceive, if this is correct, how, as now reported by Commissioner
Baker, the public domain at the time of the adoption of the constitution in 1876
amounted in round numbersto 75,000,000 acres, half of which constitutionally belonged
to the school fund and the other half to the State, and that the State appropriated
about 9,000,000 acres more than belonged to her. Of course, the State will take
whatever steps are necessary to proter*. the people in their homes and confirm the
titles granted by the State.

LANDS RESERVED FOR UNORGANIZED COUNTIES.

There are 18 counties remaining unorganized in Texas, all in the
western section of the State, and each entitled to 17,712 acres of the
public domain held in reserve for them. On the other hand, there are
some eighty-odd counties, covering about one-third of the State, in which
the school lands are situated, and fully three-fourths of the lands have
for years been open to settlement and for over twelve years have been
accessible to railways and other facilities tending to promote agricul-
ture, and yet, though mainly suited for pasturage, are subject to the
restrictions of the ‘‘actual settlers act,” settlers being allowed to locate
their homes anywhere there are not resident occupants in the limits of
the pastures. At most, there are but a few hundred children of the
scholastic age, according to the census, within the limits of these unor-
ganized counties, which have about 400,000 acres of the best land in
the western section of the State, but the nature of the country is such
as precludes the prospect of sufficient population to support any sys-
tem of public schools for a long period. Then why, it has been sug-
gested, should the State husband a fund for so remote a population at
the expense of the necessities of one which now exists, and must
necessarily increase its needst Why is the State withholding from
practical use millions of acres of land which should now be yielding
hundreds of thousands of revenue per annum, and, worse than all,
operating under a fiscal management, upheld by the constitution, which
gives to each school child in some counties $4 or $5 and in others $20
to $30f¢ Why not have a constitutional convention to change such
abnormal conditions?

There are some irregularities resulting from the per capita distribu-
tion of the school fund in Texas by reason of counties which, on
account of having small property assessments, contribute but a small
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amount to the general school-fund tax, and yet by virtue of large
scholastic population, mainly where Mexicans or negroes predomi-
nate, receive a large per capita share of the tax; and in some of them,
although a great proportion of the children are of Catholic parentage
and attend the parochial schools of that church, instead of the public
schools, the per capita distribution being applied to all children alike,
such counties receive an allowance largely disproportioned to the
actual free-school attendance. The Catholics protested against any
proposition to deprive them of the full benefits of the fund by limit-
ing the apportionment to the school attendance, claiming that all chil-
dren of the scholastic age were properly beneficiaries of the law,
whether the pupils were enrolled in the public or Catholic schools; and
as in Louisiana many parishes which did not have a public school, but
had paid the school tax, claimed the sums appropriated for them, so
with like reason the Catholics in Texas claimed for the use of their
parochial schools a proportionate share of the general school fund, to
which they had contributed by taxation. But the State authorities
ruled that the fund must be applied exclusively for the use of the
children attending the public schools.

As shown in a course of lectures on Texas history by Judge Ful-
more, some counties have such a large per capita school fund of their
own, from various sources, that they do not need the State per capita,
so much more needed in other counties, but distributed to all alike.
For this reason he advocates local taxation as each county may need,
instead of taxation of the counties by the State for school funds for
redistribution to the counties.

RACE DISCRIMINATIONS.

After the war there were no such disturbing efforts in Texas as
were made in some other States to associate colored with white chil-
dren in the public schools. This was due to the Texas constitution
being changed by the one of 1869 to accord with the inhibition by the
reconstruction acts of Congress against ‘‘race discriminations,” fol-
lowed by the State providing separate schools for colored children,
and taking such other action in behalf of the colored people as served
to curb any spirit of dissatisfaction on their part.

It is of applicable interest, however, to note how Texas was not
alone in the besetment of various matters of difficult adjustment in
educational affairs and how similar conditions were differently treated
and resulted in other States. The constitution of 1868 of Louisiana,
like that of 1869 of Texas, contained stringent provisions against
“race discriminations;” but while the Louisiana constitution provided
that there should be ‘‘no separate school or institution of learning
established by the State exclusively for any race,” Texas specially
provided by law for such schools. The results were that while such
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matters were quietly enough adjusted to the new order of things in
Texas, ‘“‘the days of reconstruction,” as Mr. Fay states in his history
of education in Louisiana, ‘‘ were bitter days, showing the inexpedi-
ency of commingling the two races in social ways, the laws not being
really observed on account of lacking that indispensable requisite of
popular government, the consent of the governed.” ‘‘As far as the
laws were enforced,” Mr. Fay adds, ‘it amounted to the exclusion of
the whites from the public schools.” Subsequently, in 1877, State
Superintendent of Instruction Lusher, in his public report stated:

The senseless inhibitions of the constitution of Louisiana had generally been disre-
garded in the rural parishes, and the system of public education has steadily gained
favor from the public mind only where separate schools for white and colored chil-
dren, respectively, were established and maintained. In New Orleans nine-tenths
of our colored fellow-citizens prefer separate schools for the education of their
children.

Fortunately, what at first and for some years appears to have been
a seriously perplexing difficulty seems to have been permanently
adjusted.

TEXT-BOOK LAW.

The State has but recently adopted the method of providing by law
for a uniform system of text-books; not, as in California, by the State
printing them, but by selection of the books by a text-book board
and competition of publishers for supplying them for the public
schools, the larger cities of the State being exempt from its provisions.
The result so far is claimed to have been satisfactory, but in Texas, as
in some other States, a degree of influence appears to have been brought
to bear which, perhaps, has not resulted in the best selections being
made. The bids of one large publishing house were ignored on account
of partisan opposition to ‘‘ book trusts,” claimed to be represented by
the bidding company; and while, ceteris paribus, it was fairly enough
aimed to give Texas and other Southern authors the preference in
the selection of the books, the ceteris paribus does not appear to
have been fully established or regirded. The inmates of the Confed-
erate Home made a bitter protest against the United States history
selected, on the ground that it did not do justice to the Confederates.
Indeed, it is very difficult to write a perfectly fair and impersonal his-
tory, involving records of great importance and subtle and impartial
analyses, and especially one that will draw the lines properly as to the
merits of both sides in such a remarkable conflict as the American
civil war. In fact, any system of selecting and supplying the hooks,
except by open competition with authors and publishers, seems liable
to the dangers of nepotism, or some sort of favoritism, or interested
business influence.
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As to the question of State publication, the report of the text-book
board to Governor Culberson seems conclusive against the system, and
is here presented on account of the careful and very instructive infor-
mation which it conveys on so important a subject:

AvusTiN, TEX., January 10, 1899.
His Excellency C. A. CuLBERSON, Governor.

DeAr Sir: We, the State text board, in compliance with section 15, chapter 164,
acts of the regular session of the twenty-fifth legislature, the same being the uniform
text-bdok law, submit to you the following report in reference to the State publica-
tion of common-school text-books:

The State superintendent, acting for this board, sent the following questions to all
the State superintendents of the United States:

‘1. Has your State a uniform series of text-books ?

‘2. Has your State had any experience in State publication of text-books? 1If so,
please state whether favorable or unfavorable.

3. Do you think State publication advisable?

‘‘Please send any printed matter you may have concerning State publication.”

Replies to these questions were received from the superintendents of a large num-
ber of States. To the first, second, and  third questions the answers were ‘‘ No,”
except as follows:

The superintendent of public instruction of Florida answered ‘‘ No’’ to the first
and second questions, and to the third replied: ‘‘ Yes; if the proper men are at the
helm.”

The superintendent of public instruction of Vermont replied ‘‘No"’ to the first and
second questions, and to the third question he replied: ‘‘ Under certain conditions.”

The superintendent of public instruction of California replied as follows: To the
first question *‘ Yes;”’ to the second question ‘‘ Yes.”” ‘‘The cost of publication and
printing is excessive, and the character of the product—the substance—is mediocre.”
To the third question he replied ‘‘No.”” He also sent a copy of the seventeenth
biennial report of the State, which contains much information in reference to the
experiment of State publication. The experiment was begun in that State in 1885.
The State appropriated for this purpose, from 1885 to 1895, $478,505.47; of the funds
received for sale of books there has been used in paying the expenses of publishing
text-books $594,749.36, making a total expended in publishing text-books of
$1,073,254.83.

The receipt from the sale of books, with the value of unsold books and material
on hand, amounts to $767,931.31. This is $305,323.32 less than the total outlay.
The State has a printing plant valued by the State printer at $189,330.47, which, sub-
tracted from the $305,323.32, leaves a net loss of $115,942.87. Even with this loss
the State is selling its books at higher prices than are being paid for similar books
bought in the open market. To show the difference in the prices paid for books in
California and Texas, the one with State publication and the other with a uniform
State text-book law, the following comparison of prices is given:

The 3 readers of the California old series, which had to be revised after having
been in use from 1886 to 1894, only eight years, sell for $1.25, while the first 3 books
of the Texas series sell for 72 cents at retail and 45 cents at exchange prices, and
the 5 books of the Texas series sell for only $1.52 at retail and 87 cents at exchange
prices. The 4 revised readers of the California series sell for $1.64, against $1.07
retail and 62 cents exchange for the first 4 books of the Texas series, and $1.52 retail
and 87 cents exchange for the 5 books of our series. In these estimates the number
of pages in the books is not taken into consideration, as the number of pages in each
of the California books is unknown to the board.
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The 2 arithmetics of the California series sell for 75 cents, while the 2 books of
the Texas series sell for 64 cents regular and 32 cents exchange in board, and 80 cents
regular and 40 cents exchange in cloth.

The 2 books in language and English grammar of the California series sell for 80
cents, while the 3 books in the Texas series sell at regular prices for $1.05 and at
exchange prices 54 cents.

The 2 geographies of the California series sell for $1.80, while the 2 books for the
Texas series sell at retail for $1.23 and at exchange for 63 cents.

The 1 speller of the California series sells for 31 cents, while the 2 spellers of the
Texas series sell at retail for 30 cents and at exchange for 15 cents, and when bound
together for 20 cents retail and 10 cents exchange.

The United States history of the California series sells for 82 cents, while the one
in the Texas series sells at retail for 80 cents and at exchange for 40 cents.

The 1 physiology in the California series sells for 58 cents, while the 2 physiolo-
gies of the Texas series sell for $1.20 retail price and 72 cents exchange price.

The 13 books in the California series sell for $6.70, while the 17 books on the same
subjects in Texas series sell for $6.20 at regular retail prices and for $3.31 at exchange
prices.

It is generally admitted that the books of the California series are inferior to the
books that could have been purchased in the open market. When the State pays
for compiling, printing, and binding of a book it has no choice. The book must be
used without regard to whether it is a good, fair, or bad book. The California
books have not come up to the standard of excellence reached by the publishers of
text-books.

A prominent California teacher says: ‘It goes without saying that I am not satis-
fied with the books of the State series. Indeed, I have never yet met a teacher of
experience and good judgment—no matter how friendly he was to the plan of State
publication—who would say that the books were free from serious fault. I believe
that there is not a single book in the series that is even nearly as good as could be
bought in the open market at the same if not less cost. All of the series need revi-
sion,”or, better, need throwing out entirely and others instituted.” These statements
are followed by quite a lengthy criticism of the books in question. In our judgment,
the books adopted for use in the public schools of Texas are superior in every respect
to those used in California. Having so recently adopted a series of books for use in
the public schools of this State, having obtained such favorable terms from the pub-
lishers, we deem it unwise to recommend any change for the present. To purchase
a plant, to secure and publish text-books by the State, would require large appro-
priations which, in our judgment, are not now demanded. We believe it better in
every way to continue the present system until the experiment of State uniformity
is thoroughly tested. From the information accessible we are of the opinion that
we have better and cheaper books than could likely be obtained through State

publication.
) J. W. MADDEN,

Secretary of State and Chairman Pro Tempore.
J. M. CARLISLE,
State Superintendent of Public Instruction and Secretary.
R. W. FinNLEy,
Comptroller.
H. C. PrrrcHETT,
Principal Sam Houston Normal.

I know of the facts stated above. My other duties have rendered it impossible for
me to thoroughly investigate the subject, but I concur in thg recommendation made
that State publication be not attempted at this time.

M. M. CrANE, Attorney-Generad.
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Since this report was made a bill has been introduced in the legis-
lature to amend the text-book law by extending its provisions so as to
apply alike to all cities in the State, and in a recent message to the
legislature Governor Sayers strongly favors the proposition, and adds:

After a careful study into the operation of the law now in force I am led to believe
that it has fully met the expectations of those who originally favored it, resulting in
a saving to the people of fully 40 per cent, if not more, on the retail cost of the hooks
used in our public free schools, and preventing a constant and unnecessary change
in their use. In addition to this, the opinion is almost universal that the selection
already made of text-books has been wise. It is evident from practical experience
that the policy that has been inaugurated can be justified not only from an economic
standpoint, but also from that of an honest and efficient administration of our edu-
cational system.

SCHOOL FUNDS AND STATE SCHOOLS.

In his retiring message, January 12, 1899, Governor Culberson thus
favorably presents the condition of the school fund and status of the
several State educational institutions:

It is a source of sincere gratification that the general diffusion of knowledge, which
the Constitution declares is essential to the preservation of the rights and liberties of
the people, has received that attention and made that advancement which its com-
manding importance deserves. When the present administration took office the
number of children attending the public free schools was 693,752, the annual per
capita apportionment was $3.50, and the school term only four months. Besides this
there was a deficit in the available school fund amounting to $574,690.50, and school
warrants were at a discount. This deficit has been discharged, the schools are on a
cash basis, and for the fiscal year ending August 31, 1898, the cash balance to the
credit of this fund was $228,080.95. Notwithstanding the payment of this heavy
deficiency and the fact that the scholastic population increased from 693,752 in 1894
to 776,000 in 1897-98, the per capita apportionment is now $4.50, and the school term
should reach six months. Suits instituted by me as attorney-general, in 1894, against
the Houston and Texas Central Railroad Company and the Galveston, Harrisburg
and San Antonio Railroad Company for $1,200,000 due to the school fund on loans
made under the act of 1856, have been ably and successfully prosecuted through all
the courts of the State by the present attorney-general, and are now pending in the
Supreme Court of the United States. The State, it is believed, should finally gain
the suits, and if so, this large sum will be added to the school fund. Important laws
were passed by the last legislature to confine the expenditures of the school fund
more strictly to school purposes and to prevent the padding of the scholastic census.
Under the first it is estimated that there is a saving of $50,000 per annum, and under
the second the scholastic census for the vear ending August 31, 1899, has been purged
of much fraud and reduced 67,000.

The State has provided a munificent and princely free-school fund, which now
aggregates approximately $45,000,000, consisting of cash, land notes, bonds, and
unsold land. Annually it expends exceeding $3,000,000, more than all other expendi-
tures combined, to support and maintain the schools. It is not only entitled to an
efficient system, but in the interest of the children, in the interest of enlightenment
and growth, it should imperatively demand and exact it. Now good, it should be
steadily and certainly improved, and the grade and tone of the schools advanced and
elevated. Manifestly the school term should be lengthened, particularly in the rural
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districts, where they are shorter, for want of local taxes, than in towns and cities.
It is presumed the law under which 1 per cent of the permanent fund is carried
annually to the available fund will be repealed, and thus the annual apportionment
reduced about $168,000. If so, and if local taxes are impracticable in these commu-
nities, no question of greater public utility will claim your attention than the expe-
diency, in my judgment clear, of increasing the general school tax to 20 cents; for
after all else is done, after all other energies are spent, the strength and grandeur of
the State must rest upon education and intelligence.

Turning from the common schools, it will be seen that the higher educational insti-
tutions have also made gratifying progress. The attendance of students at the Prairie
View Normal School, as compared with the preceding four years, has been main-
tained, with substantial increase in appropriations and benefits. For the past two
years an increased appropriation of $25,000 was made, and the number of students
rose from 350 to 525 at the Sam Houston Normal Institute. Between 1894 and 1898
the scholarship students increased from 345 to 373. The number of students at the
Agricultural and Mechanical College in 1894 was 313, and in 1898 it was 381. Valua-
ble permanent improvements were made at this college the past year, consisting of
residences for professors and a mess hall, at a cost of $28,000.

The governor alluded only in general but quite complimentary terms
to the university. His statement that *‘ the school fund now aggre-
gates approximately $45,000,000,” appears correct if the unsold school
land be estimated at $1 instead of $2 as presented in the writer’s sum-
mary of educational endowments. However,as $1 an acre is the State’s
prevailing price for such lands, it is perhaps the proper basis for an
estimate at this time, unless the fact be taken into consideration that
they are constantly appreciating in value with the development of the
State, and will in the aggregate command much better prices for the
greater portion of them before much of the land is sold.

Governor Sayers, in his first general message to the legislature,
January, 1899, makes several important recommendations as to the
frce-school fund. Referring to the fact that ¢‘ the comptroller in his
last annual report gives information that there was in the treasury
December 1, 1898, the sum of $1,134,247 to the credit of the permanent
school fund which could not be invested because of the inability of the
board of education to purchase at par county honds which bear not
less than 5 per cent interest, and that private capital had acquired all
such bonds as were desirable, either at a less rate of interest or by pay-
ing premiums for them,” the governor recommends that the board be
authorized to exercise their discretion in the purchase of such character
of securities. ‘I am led to the conclusion,” he adds, ‘‘that next to
the bonds of the United States, and those of our own State and counties,
those of many of the other States of the American Union come in point
of safety and desirability.” He is opposed to investing the fund in
railroad ~ecurities on account of their fluctuating and uncertain values.
As a sulient example, the governor could have cited the great loss
annually of about $100,00 from the holdings of the Johns Hopkins
University in the stock of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. Such
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securities, however, are generally favorably regarded for such invest-
ments. Commodore Vanderbilt, in his endowment of the university
founded in his name at Nashville, stated:

The form of investment which I prefer, and in which I reserve the privilege to
give the money for the endowment fund, is in 7 per cent first mortgage bonds of the
New York Central and Hudson River Railroad Company.

The fact that he and Mr. Hopkins and other great millionaires
kept vast amounts of their funds invested in railroad securities seems
to indicate the desirability of such investments, where proper busi-
ness foresight is exercised in selecting the securities.

Referring to Land Commissioner Baker’s report, and the opinion of
the supreme court in the Hogue case, already noted in this chapter,
Governor Sayers recommends, in accordance with the commissioner’s
suggestion, that the legislature—
appropriate all of the unappropriated public domain in payment of the State’s obli-
gation to the school fund, and that if there be not a sufficient amount of unappro-
priated public lands to discharge said obligation that tte State assume the balance
of the debt and issue its obligations therefor. In this way the duty imposed by
the constitution on the legislative and executive authorities to carefully and zeal-
ously guard the school fund as a sacred trust can be performed, and all questions
relating to the validity of land titles, so far as the State is concerned, will be forever
settled.

According to Land Commissioner Baker’s figures, as cited by Gov-
ernor Sayers, there were in 1876, when the present constitution was
adopted, *¢75,961,277 acres of public domain.” This included islands
and bay lands, and Greer County, which county (some 1,678,000 acres)
has since passed to the National Government as part of Oklahoma. As
the Stute constitution made half of the public domain a part of the
perpetual public-school fund, it follows, if the commissioner’s figures
are correct, that the fund was, in 1876, entitled to 37,980,638 acres.
Whatever the amount, there remains, as has been shown, about
20,500,000 acres unsold. Much of what was sold was disposed of
under the ‘*50-cents an acre act,” which was in operation two or three
years during Governor Roberts’s administration, and was the source
of great land speculations.

STATE SCHOOL APPORTIONMENTS.

Superintendent Carlisle’s report furnishes the following compara-
tive table of school population and apportionment taken from the cen-
sus returns for twenty-seven years: >
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a Decrease. - bNot reported.
NoTE.—The statistics of the schools of the State during the earlier years of their history were in
many respects inaccurate and incomplete, as the above table shows, For the years from 1872 to 1880,
and jor 1883-84, the reports of the scholastic census do not show the respective numbers of white and
colored children. The late reports show the number of each race, as well as the number of males
and females of each race, but it js not deemed necessary to show in this connection the number of
males and females.

By an act of the twenty-fifth legislature to prevent ‘‘ padding” of
the census the scholastic population was reduced to such an extent as
enabled the board of education to increase the per capita distribution
from &4 to $4.50 for 1899,

According to Superintendent Carlisle’s report there are 13,323 pub-
lic-school teachers employed in 10,589 public schools in Texas.

The rate of the school tax since 1893 is 18 cents on the $100 valua-
tion of all taxable property in the State. The Statc has now on hand
$2,000,000 free-school fund for investment for the benefit of the fund
in county bonds.

.

ACTION OF THE LEGISLATURE.

The present (twenty-sixth) legislature appropriated to the permanent
school fund all lands recovered by the State from railroad companies
or other sources, amounting to ahout 2,000,000 acres, and repealed the
act putting into operation the Jester amendment to the constitution,
by which 1 per cent annually was diverted from the permanent school
fund to the available school fund. Bills passed establishing a State
normal school at Denton and another at San Marcos.



Chapter I11.

STATE NORMALS AND BENEFICIARY INSTITUTJONS.

Apart from the school of pedagogy in the State University the
State has but two institutions for the special instruction and training
of teachers, one for whites, at Huntsville, and the other for colored
teachers, at Prairie View. There are propositions, however, for the
establishment of others pending in the legislature. There are several
State eleemosynary institutions in which gratuitous instruction is more
or less a feature, as shown further along in this chapter.

SAM HOUSTON NORMAL INSTITUTE.

This institution is located at Huntsville, the county seat of Walker
County, a prosperous town of ahout 3,000 inhabitants, and the old
home of Gen. Sum Houston, for whom the school was named. The
history of the school shows that at the earnest solicitation of Hon.
George Peabody and Hon. Robert C. Winthrop, Dr. Barnas Sears,
general agent of the Peabody educational fund, spent the winter of
1878-79 in Texas laboring earnestly to aid in creating an efficient school
system in the State; and that the establishment of the school was one
of the results of his labors, warmly supported by Hon. O. M. Roberts,
then governor of Texas, and Dr. R. C. Burleson, State agent of the
fund. The institution is greatly indebted, not only for its establish-
ment, but also for its continued success, to the liberality of the trustees
of the fund, and to the active interest taken in the matter by their
general agents, Dr. Sears and Dr. J. L. M. Curry, both of whom were
zealous in their work to foster and build up a normal school worthy
of the State.

The legislature of Texas, from the inception of the school, has
generously fostered the Sam Houston Normal Institute. The school
having outgrown its accommodations, the twenty-first legislature,
with wise liberality, appropriated $40,000 for the erection of an addi-
tional building. The new building, one of the best of its kind in the
country, and supplied with the most approved furniture and appli-
ances, was dedicated at the opening of the twelfth session, September
22, 1890. The twenty-second legislature appropriated $4,000 to build
up the Peabody Normal Library, and the twenty-third, twenty-
fourth, and twenty-fifth legislatures have been liberal. In all, about

53
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$300,000 has been received from the State and about $60,000 from the
Peabody fund.

The school opened October 10, 1879, with Bernard Mallon as prin-
cipal. Coming here, he had said that he would make this his last and
best work. But the life of this noble man, much loved and so much
lamented, was near its close. On the 21st day of the same month in
which the school opened he entered upon his rest. H. H. Smith suc-
ceeded Professor Mallon, and continued in charge of the school to the
close of the second session.

The third annual session opened on the 26th day of September, 1881,
with J. Baldwin as principal. Coming in the full maturity of his
powers, Dr. Baldwin for ten years gave his entire thought to the work
of developing the institute as a normal school and placing it on a
permanent basis. The course of study was extended, the number of
teachers and students gradually increased until, in 1891, the twelfth
school year closed with a faculty of 11 teachers and 320 students. The
great success attained by the school was due in a large measure to the
energy, zeal, and devotion of Dr. Baldwin to the work. In August,
1892, he was called to the chair of pedagogy in the University of
Texas, and, at the request of the friends of the normal, H. C. Pritchett
resigned the office of superintendent of public instruction to accept
the principalship of the institute. Under his management the school
has continued to prosper, and is in the highest sense a State school for
educating and training teachers for our public schools. The present
enrollment numbers 458 students. The Houston memorial hall, in
the new building, is one of the largest and best audience halls in the
State. 1t is 98 feet long, 71 feet wide, and will seat comfortably 1,500
people. It contains an historic memorial window in honor of General
Houston, procured by the contributions of the students and friends.
In addition to the above, it contains a beautiful Peabody memorial
window, purchased by the local board.

The different chairs, showing the scope of instruction and members
of the faculty, in which lady teachers notably predominate, are, H. C.
Pritchett, principal, history and science of education, psychology,
methods of teaching; H. F. Estill, Latin, school management, civics;
Miss L. W. Elliott, English history and literature; Miss Lulu McCoy,
reading, drawing, and penmanship; J. L. Pritchett, mathematics;
R. B. Halley, geography, physics, chemistry; W. M. Coleman, phys-
iology, natural history, geology; Miss Annie Estill, gymnastics;
Miss Bertha Kirkley, assistant in Latin and history; Miss Sue Smither,
assistant in mathematics; Mrs. Rosa Buchanan, grammar and rhetoric;
Miss Ida Lawrence, history and geography; Mrs. Mary Finch, music
and United States history; Miss Anna C. Loring, assistant in drawing
and elementary mathematics; Miss Augusta Lawrence, assistant in
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natural science and geography; Miss Ella Smither, assistant in Texas
history, and librarian.

Dr. Baldwin, so long principal of the institution, died recently at
his home in Austin. -

In their catalogue announcements the institute authorities make the
following frank and characteristic statements as to ‘*Persons who
should not enter the normal:”

If you desire to prepare for the study of law, medicine, or theology, do not come
to the normal.

If yor. wish merely to obtain a general education, do not come to the normal.

This is not a reform school. It is not a place for children. Boys or girls incapa-
ble of self-control should not enter the normal.

If you have not completed a course of study that would fit you to enter a good
high school, you can not be profited by our work, and should not apoly for admission.

Our work is special, and will suit none but those preparing for the teacher’s pro-
fession. If you wish to teach in our country schools, our city schools, or high schoole,
we can give you good instruction by trained and skillful teachers, with all needed
helps in the way of apparatus, libraries, etc., and special professional training that
will be most valuable. But the normal school is not a college or university. If you
are merely seeking to obtain a general education to prepare yourself for other than
the teacher’s profession, do not come here. Our work will not suit you, and we will
not be satisfied with you. Only those desiring to prepare for the great work of the
teacher should come to the normal.

The institution is subject to the control of the State board of educa-
tion, which appoints the local boards.

The entire property of the school is valued at $150,000 in grounds
and buildings and $15,000 in apparatus and library.

PRAIRIE VIEW STATE NORMAL.

Industrial education is the prominent, if not general, element of
instruction in the normal school which was at first established in 1878
at Prairie View, near Hempstead, as an agricultural school for colored
boys, and, seeming to prosper on the original plan, was in 1879
organized under the legally constituted direction of the Agricultural
and Mechanical College authorities as a State normal for the training
of teachers for the colored schools. As the managers now report to
Governor. Culberson:

The agricultural and mechanical department for the male and the special indus-
trial department for the female students are in a most prosperous condition, and
have added greatly to its popularity and usefulness without interfering with the
normal feature of the school.

The report adds:

It is hoped that the university for higher classical education of the colored youth of
Texas will eventually be located at this school. This can be done at comparatively
little expense to the State by the addition of a few buildings and teachers, and by
this means the colored people could obtain an industrial and classical education.
The former, all will admit, would be of untold advantage in connection with the
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higher education, especially to the negro race. We are informed that the negroes
throughout the State are practically unanimous in favor of this university plan. We
particularly invite your excellency’s careful attention to this matter. We believe it
would be a great saving to the State and expedite the establishment of the colored
university which has so long been asked for by the negro race, and at a point that
can not be excelled in all suitable respects anywhere inthe State. * * * The
average attendance at this school is about 150. Up to the date of filing this report
we have for the current year enrolled 165 pupils. Of these, 46 are State students and
are required to pay only the matriculation and medical fees. By provision of the
board of directors each State senator is allowed to appoint one of these State students
from his senatorial district, and each director appoints three from the State at large.
Consequently these free students are distributed throughout the State.

It is proposed to increase the number of State students by giving
senators and representatives the appointment of one student each,
making 159 in all, each student to pay one-third of the school expenses,
instead of being entirely maintained, as heretofore, at the expense of
the State. Texas appropriates annually about $10,000 for mainte-
nance of State students, besides several thousand dollars annually for
the industrial branches, independent of such appropriations as may be
allowed for improvements, etc. The receipts of the school, which are
exclusive of appropriations, were $13,647 from pay studentsand other
scources from March 15, 1895, to September 1, 1896. The property
of the school is inventoried at an aggregate of $93,872, including 1,500
acres of land, valued at $15,000; academic brick hall, $22,500; girls’
brick dormitory, $25,000; girls’ frame dormitory, $3,000; two boys’
domitories, $1,000; brick mess hall, $3,000; six teachers’ cottages,
$4,500; principal’s residence, $1,000; and minor items. The school
gets one-fourth of the amount of the Congressional annual provision
allowed the State of Texas in aid of colleges of agriculture and the
mechanic arts.

The present school registry embraces 87 male and 78 female students.
The girls, in addition to academic instruction, are taught the *‘theory
of household economy,” sewing, cooking, housekeeping, laundry work,
etc. The teachers are all fairly well educated colored men and women.
The first principal of the school was L. W. Minor, appointed in June,
1878, his successors being E. H. Anderson, who died soon after his
appointment; L. C. Anderson, brother of the deceased, appointed in
1884, and E. L. Blackshear, the incumbent of the positiof, who was
appointed in 1896.

The history of the Prairie View school is logically more or less
alluded to in that of the State University and the Agricultural and
Mechanical College on account of its quasi connection through the col-
lege with the university, and its establishment being so far the only
provision made by the State in lieu of the branch of the university
contemplated by the constitution for the higher education of colored
youth.
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The report of the principal of the school, Prof. E. L. Blackshear,
presents the following favorable statements:

As a normal school Prairie View steadily grew and prospered. Its graduates are
found in all parts of the country, making commendable records as teachers in the
schoolroom and as citizens in the community. There is a great demand everywhere
among our people for teachers of character, culture, ability, and professional skill,
and Prairie View must help to supply this demand.

The elevation of the negroes of Texas to that standard of development where they
can be a harmonious and helpful factor in the life of the State concerns every patriot
and statesman. This can be done only by giving them proper education. It is the
personality of the teacher—the direct, immediate influence of his mind and character
upon the pupils—that educates. As is the teacher so is the school, so are the scholars.
Excellent systems of public instruction and liberal appropriations therefor are val-
ueless and ineffective without true teachers. There is no economy in poor teachers
at any price. The State is expending annually large sums of money for the impartial
education of all the children in her borders, and this money is worse than wasted
unless skillful and devoted teachers are employed to carry out the spirit and letter of
her school laws. Hence the necessity of maintaining a normal school for the prep-
aration and training of a sufficient number of the right kind of teachers for the colored
schools. Results thus far have amply demonstrated the wisdom of the directors in
establishing and of the State in maintaining Prairie View State Normal School.

The work of a colored teacher involves special difficulties. He is more than a
teacher; he is a missionary of civilization, teaching the fundamental duties of society
and citizenship. Believing that the colored people of Texas needed not only trained,
intelligent, moral teachers, but trained, intelligent, moral mechanics and farmers as
well, the board of directors some years ago established here, ih connection with the
normal school, an agricultural department and a mechanical department, so that
now the pupils of our school can learn not only the elements of language, history,
mathematics, and science, but the practical arts of life and modes of living as well.

The importance of the industrial element in education is recognized by all, and
its special importance to the negro, who is just now laying the basis for his social
development, is easily apparent. Industry, intelligence, and morality are the trinity
that must maintain the unity of a progressive society. The masses of the negroes,
engaged as they are in agriculture and other forms of manual labor, must learn the
industrial virtues of frugality, economy, promptness, energy, accuracy, and reliability;
must mix brains, skill, and character with their efforts before their labor can become
desirableand properly productive. The South has always preferred negro labor, but
even the Southern people have grown weary of the unreliability, shiftlessness, and
unskillfulness of much of the negro labor. Thus the conclusion is inevitable that
uniess the negro laborers become intelligent, skillful, and reliable, they are doomed
to serfdom and extinction. But give them industrial training, along with appro-
priate intellectual and moral training, and they will become a very helpful and
important element in the development of the resources of the South. The colored
boys should have opportunity to get insight and training into the modern methods
of agriculture. The educated colored farmer will reflect credit on his community
and on his State.

While the negroes need the opportunities of industrial training, the opportunity
for higher education can not be justly denied those who evince talent and have
desire in that direction. Recognizing this fact, a committee is at work on a higher
course of study, in anticipation of the proposed gradual conversion of the Prairie
View school into a university for the colored youth of the State, which shall include,
in addition to its present departments, an academic department with its various
subsidiary schools. .
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It was following the civil war, and in keeping with a disposition to
afford to the freedmen of the State better means for the education
of their children, leading to provision being made in the constitution
of 1876 for a *‘branch of the university for the education of colored
youth,” that the sixteenth legislature, in 1879, passed the law for the
organization and support of the normal school at Prairie View, for-
merly Alta Vista, in Waller County, near Hempstead, for ‘‘the prepa-
ration and training of colored teachers.” By placing it under the
control of the Agricultural and Mechanical College directory, it
was sought to have it recognized as virtually a branch of the college
branch of the university, and thus indirectly by such correlation
entitled to some benefit from the university fund by making appro-
priations for it from that fund. Some of these, it seems, were allowed,
till Comptroller Brown raised and successfully adhered to the objec-
tion that such appropriations were not constitutional—an issue which
was certainly quite correct, if for no other reason than the fact that
the school was not the branch of the university required by law, for
that was to be located at Austin. The legislature having, howevet,
ingisted on making such provision for it from the university fund,
Governor Roberts was at first inclined, in opposition to the views of
the comptroller, to regard the appropriations as a tacit recognition of
the school by the legislature as a substituted branch of the university
for the benefit of the colored people, and to treat it accordingly. But
the idea that the school as a branch of the college, which itself was
only a branch of the university, could claim succor from the university
fund, while presenting the anomaly of being succored hy that fund as
if it were a branch of the main institution instead of being a depend-
ency of the dependent college branch, was too clearly an assumption,
however desirable the effort to establish the colored branch. The
legislation was too indirect to hold, and the result was that no further
appropriations for the school from the university fund were attempted;
but the school has since been liberally maintained by the State from
other means, and is a source of great satisfaction to the colored people,
short of a university of their own, operated independently of the exist-
ing university.

The last session of the legislature passed an act making a grant of
100,000 acres of land for a *‘ colored branch,” as it is called, of the
State University, the bill being introduced and ably advocated by
Representative Smith, of Colorado €ounty, a Republican, and the sole
colored member of the legislature. It was supported also by a number
of prominent members in both houses, as a platform measure meeting
little, if any, opposition in either body. Further than this action no
practical step has been taken to put the matter into effect, and it
unfortunately transpires, under recent investigation and rulings of
the State authorities, that no public domain appears to be left from
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which to set apart the grant. Various suggestions, however, have
been made with reference to establishing the school—one looking to
purchasing for it the property of the Tillotson Institute, a school for
educating negroes which has been in operation many years at Austin,
and another to establish it at Prairie View and make the school there
a normal department of the new establishment. A more radical propo-
sition, involving constitutional amendment, is to establish the branch
for colored students in the Agricultural and Mechanical College prem-
ises at Bryan, for which the grounds and buildings are suitable—
provided, of course, the change can be made acceptable to the people
of that section—and remove the college from Bryan to Austin and
merge its managing board and the university board into one body of
regents and unite the college and university faculties also into one body
for a new faculty; or, as there is nothing in the constitution flxing the
college at Bryan, simply amend the statutes on the subject so as to
locate both the college and the colored branch of the university at
Austin, compensating the Bryan people for the removal of the college
by donating to them, if acceptable, the college grounds and buildings
at Bryan for a cotton factory or school, or other purposes of their own.
As has been suggested, the removal of the college to Austin would be
desirable for many reasons, and especially in dispensing with dual
equipments necessary to serve the separate establishments. As’to the
colored school, however, it would seem to be the better policy to dis-
sociate it altogether from the university, no matter where the school
may be located, since a colored branch of a university mainly devoted
to the interests of white students has come to be about as incongruous
in this State as would be a branch for whites attached to a university
mainly devoted to the interests of colored people, if for no other
reason than the natural incompatibility of such association of educa-
tional institutions. On this very pointthe suggestion some years ago
of a correspondent of the Galveston News is in line:

Without reference to the present needs of the university it is well to consider what
trouble the colored people may give. They have the right to enter at the Bryan
College and at the university here, more especially at Bryan, for that college is sup-
ported by a national endowment, go that it might be well to consider the propriety
of making the Agricultural and Mechanical College the colored branch of the uni-
versity for teaching agriculture and the mechanics and transferring the literary and
other college departments to the main university at Austin. This would solve the
colored problem, and is under consideration.

Fortunately, so far the colored problem has not been pressed, but
it would seem to be politic to provide for such a contingency on some
of the plans suggested, and preferably, no doubt, if the object can be
accomplished, by establishing a separate university for the colored
people, on account of its being most satisfactory to them as well as
agreeable to the white people of the State. At all events, the con-
tingencies present questions about which, perhaps, the State should
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feel more concern than it has heretofore manifested, though it may
well be claimed that it has made important advances, despite some
errors in its efforts in behalf of the education of the colored race. In
the constitution of 1866, adopted just after the close of the civil war,
when the intention was to benefit the freedmen, the following pro-
vision was made:

All the taxes which may be collected from Africans or persons of African descent
in the State shall be exclusively appropriated for the maintenance of a system of
public schools for Africans and their children, and it shall be the duty of the legis-
lature to encourage schools among these people.

The mistake was in imagining in the absence of statistics that the tax
on the Africans applied exclusively for their benefit would produce a
larger revenue than would their pro rata share of the tax from the
combined white and colored population, which was not the fact on
account of the negroes, though very numerous, being still not so many
as the whites and having but little property compared with that of the
white people. Such special provision was, however, dropped from
the constitution of 1876, thus allowing for the education of colored
children the benefit of a pro rata of the State’s entire school fund
instead of the limited amount collected by taxation from colored
people.

ELEEMOSYNARY INSTITUTIONS.

There are several State institutions whose work is in an educational
as well as charitable line. These are the State Orphan Home, of which
William A. Wortham is superintendent, at Corsicana; Texas Institu-
tion for the Blind, E. T. Becton, superintendent, at Austin; Texas
Deaf and Dumb Asylum, B. F. McNulty, superintendent, at Austin,
and Institute for Deaf, Dumb, and Blind Colored Youths, S. J. Jenkins,
superintendent, at Austin.

STATE ORPHAN HOME.

The policy in the management of this institution, as stated by the
board of trustees, is to ‘‘make it a home as near complete in all its
arrangements as it is possible to make a public institution.”

Three things have been uppermost in the management and have
been heartily concurred in by the board, superintendent, and matron:
(a) To give the children good moral training; (b) to see that they
are given such an education as the common schools of the State
of the first class guarantee to every child; (c) to teach them habits
of industry, and make them as near as possible self-reliant and self-
sustaining, and to teach them, above all things, that the honest, industri-
ous, and intelligent citizen will always succeed in life and command the
respect of his fellow-creatures. With this policy in view, to make
it as practicable as possible has been the desire of the management, and
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everything bas been done that could possibly be done to make it
effective.

When the present board took possession, March 10, 1894, there were
163 children in the home, and when they filed their last annual report
to the legislature there were 263 children in the home. Since that
time there have been admitted into the home 171 children. Of the
whole number, 5 children have died, 6 children have heen adopted, and
21 children have been returned to friends and relatives, leaving now in
the home 402 children.

The school is graded and the curriculum is such as to give the chil-
dren as good an education as can be obtained in any of the public
schools. An.industrial department has been added, in order to better
maintain the institution as a home such as should be given to the orphan
children of Texas.

The expenditures for each student are about $100 a year. Value of
property, including 200 acres of land, buildings, stock, etc., is about
$60,000.

INSTITUTION FOR THE BLIND.

The importance of this institution consists in the fact that it not only
affords a home for a period to children to whom the world is almost a
blank in the general pleasures of life, but in a large measure qualifies
them for work for their own support as far as they are capable of such
instruction, and with some of them their aptness and capacity for
learning is marvelous. On this account the institution has been affili-
ated, on a line with the high schools of the State, with the State
university, at which one of its alumni, Franz J. Dohmen, recently
graduated with the highest honors of his class. Some of the male
graduates are earning a living in making brooms, mattresses, and
assisting in furniture making, etc., and girl graduates find employment
as church organists, music teachers, and in certain other work for
which they have been trained at the institution. In a letter to Dr.
Becton, President Winston, of the university, states that—

Mr. Dohmen’s record for scholarship is the best in the graduating class of the
university.

And that—

This is an event in which not only the Institute for the Blind, but also the uni-
versity, takes the deepest pride and satisfaction, for it establishes two facts: First,
the complete efficiency of the training given in our Institute for the Blind, and,
second, the ability of the blind to receive the highest university education.

An exhibit at a recent State fair of work done at the institution,
showing the general character of instruction and industries at the
school, was a great revelation, and the exhibit as a whole was awarded
‘a diploma for general excellence in all departments; and, as it was the
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first one ever sent from the institution and was in the nature of an
experiment, the results were highly gratifying.

In his report Dr. Becton states:

Of the 165 pupils in attendance, 107 are State pupils; that is, in addition to board,
tuition, medical attention by the superintendent, and eye treatment by the oculist,
the State pays their railroad fare to and from Austin and furnishes clothes for them
while here. :

The majority of blind persons in Texas are children of poor parents. This is
accounted for by reason of the fact that there is a disease of the eye coming on soon
after birth, which, if not promptly and actively treated, results in blindness. Parents
do not understand this, and if they did, in many cases are unable to pay doctors’
bills. Domestic remedies are used, and blindness ensues.

The books of the institution show that the annual per capita for the
maintenance of the students is about $75. There were four graduates
last session.

THE DEAF AND DUMB ASYLUM.

This is an institution for the education of the deaf—not an estab-
lishment for the treatment of diseases of the ear.

After admission pupils are supplied with everything except clothing,
which must be furnished in sufficient quantity and of suitable quality
by the parent or guardian. The State does not pay fare on railroads.
In case of real indigency, and only in such cases, assistance can be
given toward clothing and traveling expenses.

The students are taught on the usual lines of academic instruction
in such institutions, and in printing, bookbinding, shoemaking, and
such other industries as may be provided for them by the State. They
have the advantage of extensive grounds for raising fruits and vege-
tables, etc., and in that way contribute to reducing the per capita for
their maintenance to about $85 per annum.

The late superintendent, A. T. Rose, in his report to the governor
represents the attendance of students as follows: .

During the past year we have enrolled 299 pupils, but it is not to be understood
that we had this number present at any one time. The report year, running from
October to October, includes part of two school years. During the school year end-
ing June, 1897, we enrolled 263 pupils. Since September of this year we have
enrolled 27 new pupils, and 9 old pupils not in school last year have returned. At
the close of school in June, 4 pupils were graduated and 6 dismissed. Of last year’s
enrollment 31 have up to this date failed to return, and one boy was expelled.
Deducting these (42) from the total enrollment, leaves an attendance of 257 at the

date of this report. If we had the room and could admit them, the attendance
would reach something near 300.

INSTITUTE FOR DEAF, DUMB, AND BLIND COLORED YOUTHS.

The literary feature of this institution is conducted by a principal
and three assistant teachers. Instruction is given in all the elementary
branches taught in common schools of the State. All pupils are
instructed in such branches. The blind are instructed in tangible
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reading and writing by means of raised-letter print and the New York
point system. The deaf are instructed by means of a system of signs
and the oral method usual in such institutions. The institution is a
State school—not an asylum.

In his report to the governor the superintendent states:

The music feature of the institution has proved to be the most interesting to the
blind, who attain, on an average, a degree of mental efficiency considerably above
that ordinarily attained. The work in this line is done by one teacher, the piano
and the human voice constituting the means, so far. The teacher is efficient, con-
scientious, industrious, patient, and painstaking. These qualities, so necessary to
one serving in this capacity, make the feature a source of delight to the pupils and
gratification to the teachers. Private piano rehearsals are given the class by the
teacher at regular intervals during the year; and frequently public vocal and piano
rehearsals are given by the pupils. They are interesting and entertaining to visitors,
as well as delightful to students and pleasant to teachers.

Shoemaking is one of the trades taught. The deaf boys are afforded the oppor-
tunity of learning it under a competent workman, who during the past year suc-
ceeded in supplying all the students with shoes—94 pairs having been made during
the year. The deaf girls are taught the rudiments of plain sewing, and at present
they are being taught drafting, etc.

We cultivate 30 acres in agriculture and horticulture. On the ground that pre-
viously grew nothing but Johnson grass we raised about 250 bushels of corn and all
the hay we need—very best—oats, millet, and sugar cane. Much of this work is
done by the deaf boys. We also raised all the vegetables we needed last spring.

There were 17 deaf girls, 27 deaf boys, 19 blind girls, and 19 blind
boys in the school last session.

The institution owns 100 acres of land, and with the advantage of
that in cultivation the expense per capita for maintenance is far below
that of any other State institution.

OTHER BENEFICENT INSTITUTIONS.

Besides these charitable State institutions there are several orphan
homes in the State supported by private and public contributions, in
‘which, besides providing for the physical care of the inmates, more or
less instruction is imparted to the orphans—such as the Bayland
Home, near Houston; the Buckner Home, at Dallas, and the Female
Orphans’ Home, in Galveston. The Catholics have similar establish-
ments in some of the larger cities of the State.



Chapter 1V.

CHURCH AND PRIVATE ENTERPRISES.

It is not the intention to attempt to give in this chapter an account
of all the educational institutions organized or operated under the
auspices of the several religious denominations in Texas, but simply,
as examples, to sketch the history of such of them as have been most
prominent as church or joint church and private enterprises whose
records are most interesting and instructive by reason of either fortu-
nate circumstances or checkered careers incident to their establishment
and operatioh.

The Baptists and Methodists appear to have been first in educational
work in the State, if we except the early efforts of the Jesuits with
their *“mission schools,” to which reference has been made already in
this volume. Other denominations, notably the Presbyterians, the
Cumberland Presbyterians, the Episcopalians, and the Christian Church,
have zealously entered the field and made considerable progress in edu-
cational work. The Catholics have several successful colleges, and
nearly every denomination has numerous subordinate schools in the
State more or less subject to church supervision. There are also sev-
eral colleges founded exclusively by negroes, of which Guadalupe
College at Seguin is a type, and others. are well conducted under the
" auspices of the colored churches aided by missionary associations of
various Northern denominations.

Such sketches as the writer could secure are given of the history
of some of the principal institutions. As will be seen, many of them
struggled through the most trying ordeals. The Methodists, as usual
with that pioneer organization, exploited more largely, it seems, than
any other denomination. The conditions of the country and its disad-
vantages, the population being small and having but meager facilities
for traveling, did not justify expectation of any considerable support
of the higher institutions of learning. Among their former enter-
prises may be named Ruterville, McKenzie, Weslevan, Fowler, Mar-
vin, and Soule colleges, the last named being, in 1873, merged into
Southwestern University. In addition, a female college at Waco,
which flourished for quite a period under the patronage of that church,
had to succumb a few years ago on account of the foreclosure of a
mortgage against the property, and, as far as the writer is advised,
efforts to revive the college have not been successful.

64
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BAYLOR UNIVERSITY.

Baylor University is now the oldest educational institution in Texas.
Ithas been forty-four yearsunder the same president. It has matricu-
lated about 8,000 students and has graduated over 500.

In the collegiate year 1894-95 it gave employment to 23 professors
and teachers and matriculated about 700 students. It is a coeduca-
tional school, and is the property of the Baptist General Convention
of Texas, representing a constituency of near 232,000 church members.
It is located at Waco, McLennan County, Tex.

Baylor University was founded in the stormy days of the Republic
of Texas—between the dates of the fall of the Alamo and the battle of
Palo Alto. While thus in the chaos of a bloody revolution, when
nine-tenths of her territory was the hunting ground of predatory sav-
ages, when not only no railroad line was projected, but also when her
only thoroughfares of travel and traffic were Indian war trails or the
narrow ruts cut by the hoofs of migratory bison, then our Baptist
fathers—few, poor, and widely scattered—secured the charter and laid
the foundations of this institution. In 1842, only six years after the
battle of San Jacinto, which secured Texas independence, at the meet-
ing of the Union Baptist Association held on Clear Creek, it was re-
solved to found a Baptist university. The three leading spirits in that
body were Rev. William M. Tryon, a native of New York, Rev. James
Huckins, a native of New Hampshire, and the Hon. R. E. B. Baylor, a
native of Kentucky, eminent as a United States Congressman, as a
learned jurist, and Baptist preacher. These illustrious men, with their
colaborers, formed immediately the Texas Baptist Educational Society
in order to embody, develop, and concentrate the hest talent of the infant
Republic on the contemplated university. In 1845 this society pro-
cured the charter and located the institution at Independence, Wash-
ington County, not far from the house of the pioneer Baptist preacher,
Rev. N. T. Byars, in which was written the declaration of Texas inde-
pendence. At that time Independence, noted for natural beauty, was
near the center of population and wealth. Among the early trustees
were such distinguished men as Judge R. E. B. Baylor (after whom
the institution was named), James Huckins, William Tryon, Hon. A.
S. Lipscomb, supreme judge; Governor A. C. Horton, and Gen. Sam
Houston. The infant university was only—what Jetferson called the
University of Virginia in his day—*‘ universitas in ovo.” But from
that ‘““ovo” was to come the institution which like a young eagle
would soar aloft above the clouds and storms of adversity and bask in
the sunlight of usefulness and glory. In the same year (1845) Prof.
Henry Gillette, of New York, was elected the first teacher, and the
preparatory school was opened in a two-story building, 30 by 50 feet,
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at that time quite an imposing structure for Texas. It was soon
crowded to overflowing. 1n 1847 Rev. Henry L. Graves, a graduate
of the University of North Carolina and also of Madison University,
New York, was elected president. In 1850 a second building of stone
was crected, 50 by 65 feet; but at the close of the examination in
1851 the president and all his teachers resigned.

Fortunately, the morning after the resignation the Baptist State
convention, which had in the meantime adopted the institution, met at
Independence. Rev. Rufus C. Burleson was chosen as the successor
of Dr. Graves. Dr. Burleson was at that time 28 years old, having
spent seven years preparing for his life work in Nashville University,
in teaching a select school in Mississippi, and in the theological sem-
inary of Covington, Ky. The ** universitas in ovo,” with its young
president and a new faculty, opened September 1, 1851, with 58 stu-
. dents—35 males and 23 females.

For ten successive years Dr. Burleson conducted its affairs, confer-
ring in that time 28 diplomas, the first regular college class graduating
ip 1856. In 1857 the law department was organized, with a faculty
of eminent ability, composed of Hon. R. T. Wheeler, supreme judge;
Hon. R. E. B. Baylor, Gen. William P. Rogers, and John Sayles. In
three years this department conferred 32 law diplomas.

At this juncture the educational stream divided, Dr. Burleson and
all his faculty resigning to lay foundations elsewhere. [n 1861, with
the great civil war looming up, Rev. G. W. Baines succeeded Dr. Burle-
son at Independence, while the latter became president of Waco Uni-
versity, then and there founded. Following, first, the old Baylor cur-
rent, we note that Rev. Mr. Baines served one year, conferring 1
diploma, and in 1862 was succeeded by William Carey Crane, D. D.,
LL. D., who presided with great fidelity and ability until his death, a
period of twenty-three years, during which time he conferred 56 diplo-
mas. e, in turn, was succeeded by Rev. Reddin Andrews, D. D.,
in 1885, who presided one year, or until consolidation in 1886, confer-
ring 1 diploma. Thus, in all, under five presidents, from the date of
securing the charter in 1845 to 1886, a period of 41 years, there were
conferred 86 diplomas in the literary department and 32 in the law
department by Baylor University at Independence. -

In the meantime, after 1861, the year of the division, Dr. Burleson
remained president of Waco University until 1886, a period of twenty-
five yecars, during which time he conferred 226 diplomas. This insti-
tution was at the first organically connected with a district association,
which afterwards was organically connected with the Baptist General
Association of Texas that had been organized in 1868, and whose ter-
ritory lay mainly in north Texas, while the State convention repre-
sented mainly south Texas.
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In 1886 the long-parted educational streams reunited under the title

of ‘Baylor University at Waco,” with Dr. Burleson president, one
party conceding the name, the other party the location.

From 1886, the year of the reunion, until 1895, Dr. Burleson con-
ferred 111 diplomas, making in all 837 diplomas conferred by him in
the unbroken period from 1851 to 1895—forty-four years. This does
not include the law diplomas.

In all this long time from 1845 to 1895 our fathers waited not for
the slow coming of wealth, civilization, or commerce, nor lingered
they for the tardy approach of State education. It was the formative
period of Texas, the hour of her peril, and two generations would
pass away before free schools and a State university would be fairly
in operation.

In the language of a writer in the interest of the church and the
university—

Baylor University is the glory of Texas Baptist history. It is glorious that some
8,000 students have been instructed and more than 500 graduated. It is glorious
that all but a small per cent of its students have left its halls converted to God and
measurably trained in Christian life. It is glorious that so many young ministers
have been educated, and so many others impressed to preach God’s word. It is
glorious that these students have carried back to their homes, their churches, and to
their communities the fervor and light of college conversion and the power of college
training, so that the light, warmth, and power have multiplied themselves from a
thousand widely scattered home centers. It is glorious that Baylor boys have
attained everywhere to places of distinction, profit, and influence, and Baylor girls
have brightened and beautified so many homes. It is glorious that while kindred
enterprises have gone down into the grave of failure, this institution, since its foun-
dations were laid fifty years ago, has survived every storm, outlived every foe, and
never lost a day of life from war, revolution, pestilence, or poverty. It is glorious
that this pioneer of coeducation has demonstrated the wisdom of such system. :

Rufus C. Burleson, D. D., LL. D., is the son of Jonathan Burle-
son, and was born near Decatur, Ala., August 7, 1823. He entered
Nashville University in1840. He was licensed to preach in November,
1840, by the First Baptist Church, of Nashville, under the pastoral
care of Dr. R. B. C. Howell. He was ordained June 8, 1845, at Stark-
ville, Miss. He graduated in the Western Baptist Literary and Theo-
logical Institute, Covington, Ky., June 10, 1847. During these seven
years of laborious preparation for his life work he preached alinost
every Sunday, and scores were converted under his preaching. A few
months after graduating he was elected pastor of the First Baptist
Church at Houston, Tex., to succeed that great and good man, Dr.
William Tryon. During the three years and a half of his pastoral
work the feeble church became self-sustaining, paid ofl a heavy mort-
gage, and became the largest in the city and the most liberal in the
State. In 1851 he was elected president of Baylor University, to suc-
ceed Dr. Henry L. Graves. Though ardently devoted to his church



68 HISTORY OF EDUCATION IN TEXAS.

at Houston and particularly fitted to the pulpit, he felt the glory of
Texas and the success of the Baptist denomination demanded a great
Baptist university. For forty-four years he has acted a conspicuous
part in every great educational, religious, and social enterprise in
Texas, during which time he has instructed over 8,000 students, male
and female, many of whom have filled the highest positions of honor
and responsibility both in church and State. It is evident that no man
has exerted a greater influence than Dr. Burleson in molding the edu-
cational and religious character of the people of Texas. Dr. Burleson
has probably been longer engaged in educational work than any other
noted educator in Texas. He was a warm friend and companion in
war with General Houston.

Rev. William Carey Crane, D. D., a distinguished preacher and
educator, was the son of William Crane, and was born in Richmond,
Va., March 17, 1816. He was educated in Richmond College, Vir-
ginia; also graduated at Columbian College, District of Columbia,
and Madison (now Colgate) University. From these excellent oppor-
tunities he became a splendid scholar. He was pastor at Montgom-
ery, Ala., in 1839, and afterwards pastor of the Baptist Church at
Columbus, Vicksburg, and Yazoo City, Miss. He was for some time
president of Mississippi Female College and Sample Broadus College,
and afterwards president of Mount Lebanon University. Louisiana.
He was elected president of Baylor University in 1862 and continued
president until his death, February 27, 1885. During these twenty-
three years as president of Baylor University he displayed untiring
energy and great learning and devotion to the cause of Christian edu-
cation. As has been said of him—

No man, under the great difficulties surrounding him, could have done a nobler
work.

His published works, Literary Discourses, Collection of Arguments
on Baptism, his Baptist Catechism, his Life of Gen. Sam Houston,
and many literary addresses show that he was not only a profound
scholar but an indefatigable student and writer. It is supposed that
about 2,500 persons have been converted under his ministry, and his
name and memory will ever be cherished by the students and friends
of Baylor University.

Hon. R. E. B. Baylor was the ardent colaborer with Dr. Tryon in
founding Baylor University. Judge Baylor says:

Brother Tryon originated the project of establishing a Baptist university in Texas,
and I immediately fell in with hin. Very soon after we sent a memorial to the Con-
gress of the Republic. Ae I was more familiar with such things, I dictated the

memorial and he wrote it. I insisted it should be named “Tryon University,”’ but
he persistently refused, and induced the brethren to name it “Baylor University.”

Judge Baylor was the first donor of $1,000. He gave during his
lifetime something over $5,000 for the building and endowment. In
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addition to this, his moral influence, his wisdom, and his exalted purity
of character exerted a powerful influence in the early history of the
university. He was at one time a professor in the law department,
and gave gratuitously a series of lectures. He was buried on the
campus of the old Baylor University, at Independence, and his name
should be perpetually honored and loved by the people of Texas.

Rev. Richard Byrd Burleson, LL. D., was the son of Jonathan Bur-
leson. He was born near Decatur, Ala., January 1, 1821, and died at
Waco, Tex., December 21, 1879. He entered Nashville University in
1840 and remained three years. He was licensed by the First Baptist
Church at Nashville and was pastor of the Baptist Church at Tuscumbia
four years. He then became president of Moulton Female College,
Alabama, and held that position six years. In 1856 he became pastor
of the Baptist Church at Austin and president of Austin Female
Institute. In 1857 he became professor of natural science in Baylor
University. In 1861 he was elected vice-president of Waco University
and professor of natural science. As an ardent student of theology,
geology, and botany, he had no superior and probably no equal in
Texas. Governor Richard Coke, knowing his great eminence, gave
him an appointment on the geological survey of Texas. But he
resigned this position after one year, as it conflicted with his life work
in founding a great Texas Baptist university. As a teacher, thousands
can testify that his zeal and ability were never surpassed. For
twenty-three years neither private interests nor long bodily afflictions
ever detained him from the post of duty. He contributed largely to
the great success of Baylor (Waco) University, to which he gave
eighteen years of toil and sacrifice and intense anxiety. He was a
preacher of distinguished ability. His piety was ardent, his life was
holy, and his death triumphant. His influence will ever stand as one
of the foundation rocks of Baylor University.

Rev. William M. Tryon deserves a most prominent place among
the founders of Baylor University. He originated the Texas Baptist
Education Society and also the plan of establishing a great Baptist
university. At the meeting of the Union Association at Clear Creek,
in 1842, he and Judge Baylor were appointed to draw up a petition
for the charter and to publish proposals to all the towns and commu-
nities desiring to offer bids in money, lands, and other property for the
location of the contemplated university. Dr. Tryon was a descendant
from the illustrious family of Tryons, one of whom was an early gov-
ernor of New York. He came to Texas a pioneer missionary in 1839,
and no man ever rendered more important services than he in planning
and carrying forward measures for the future development of the
Baptists of Texas. He not only proposed the founding of Baylor
University, but also the Texas Baptist State Convention. Indeed, he
was one of God’s great ‘ pathfinders” and *foundation builders.”
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He died of yellow fever in the city of Houston, Tex., on the 18th
of November, 1887. No man was ever loved or lamented more than
he was.

Rev. B. H. Carroll, D. D., was born December 27, 1843. He grad-
uated in Baylor University, at Independence, in 1860, under Dr. Bur-
leson. In 1871 he was called as pastor of the First Baptist Church of
Waco, which position he yet holds, and at once became closely identi-
fied with Waco University. He was largely influential in effecting
the union of the two schools, and has since consolidation, in 1886, been
president of the hoard of trustees of Baylor University at Waco and
has given much time, money, and his entire influence to its upbuild-
ing. In 1892 the university was burdened with debt and its future
imperiled. In that crisis the hoard obtained a furlough from his
church for Dr. Carroll, and he undertook to raise the money to pay
the debt, in which service he was ably assisted by Rev. George W.
Truett. This was the effort of his life. He succeeded, and the fruits
of his success will be gathered in time.

Gen. J. W. Speight was from the foundation of Baylor University
to its union with the other school president of the board of trustees,
and no school ever had a more loyal friend. His works do live after
him.

Rev. Hosea Garrett was one of the most indefatigable toilers in the
foundation of Baylor University. He was a trustee for forty years,
and most of the time president of the board of trustees. He seldom
ever failed to attend the monthly meetings of the board. He was
eminent for his sound judgment and for his devotion to whatever was
right. He not only contributed liberally his time, but also of his
money. At one time he was a successful agent of the university free
of all expense. He was emphatically the Nestor of the early Texas
Baptists, and no man ever contributed more of his time, his money,
and his wisdom to the success of Baylor University.

Hon. A. C. Horton was also a liberal donor and ardent friend of
Baylor University. In her early struggles he at one time gave §5,000
and other donations that probably amounted in all to $7,000. He was
a man of great practical wisdom and earnest devotion to Texas and
the Baptist cause.

Rev. George W. Truett, pastor of the First Baptist Church of Dal-
las, was on June 8, 1899, elected president of Baylor University.

COURSE OF STUDY.

From its organization Baylor University has insisted upon a high
degree of scholarship. As early as 1851 the course of study leading to
the A. B. degree included (1) five years in Latin, (2) four years in
Greek, (3) mathematics through analytics, (4) rhetoric and ancient
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history, (5) the usual natural sciences, (6) mental and moral philoso-
phy, evidences of Christianity, logic, and political economy.

In 1853 Thucydides and (Edipus Tyrannus were added to the Greek,
calculus to the mathematics, and courses in Spanish, French, and Ger-
man were made a part of the regular work. In 1855 a scientific
course was provided which included the full courses in mathematics,
natural science, history, English, and one modern language. Stu-
dents completing this course received the degree Ph. B. Previous to
this the courses in history and English had heen extended slightly.
Elements of criticism and English literature were added to the course
in 1859. There were few changes made from 1859 to 1891. The sci-
entific course was changed so as to require a year and a half in Latin
and ten months more of science than was required in the classical
course. In 1891 the degree Ph. B. was changed to B. S., and the fol-
lowing year Virgil and Cicero were added to the Latin of this course,
and a second modern language requiring two years’ work was also
added. Prior to 1893 the young ladies had not been required to take
junior and senior mathematics, nor had they been required to take
Greek. Their course was then made identical with that of the young
men. However, they were allowed to elect, within prescribed limits,
certain other studies instead of analytics, calculus, and Greek. In
1893 a course in English, leading to the B. L. degree, was adopted.

Several times there have bean periods when military instruction has
been given either by some member of the faculty or by cadets selected
from the students themselves. Theological lectures for ministerial
students have been given at irregular periods during most of the time
since the organization of the school. Music, elocution, and art have
been part of the regular work of the school most of the time. For
many years there was a commercial department in connection with the
university, but this was dropped in 1893.

At present the academic work of the university is embraced in three
courses—the *¢ Classical,” the ‘‘ Scientific,” and the *¢ English.”

Classical course (A. B.).

’ Fall term. Spring term.
| .

Freshman year......... Algebra (5),Virgil (5{] ’{enophon (5), | Geometry (3). Cicero (5), Lysias (5),
i physics (4), English prose (1) ‘ hyséol()ﬁ)b(d) [t»hu)cal geography

2), Englis Ty (1)

Sophomore year....... Tngonometry (5), Horace (8), Plato , Algebra (3), Livy (5), Homer 23 '

¢+ and Thucydides (6), rhetoric (3), ) chemistry (3), general zoology (2
English (2). | rheto! nc
Junior year........... Analytics (5) Horace (Satires) (3), ' Calculus (5 Juvenal and Tacitus (3),

Demosthenes (3), feolog (3), gen- Greek rama (3), botany (3), his-
eral zoology (2), h story (3,

 Mechanics (2), moral sclence (g} Astronomy (2), intellectual philoso-
evidences of Chnistianity (2), lo hy 5) poliucal economy (3),
(3). physics (3), Enghsh and Ameri- ng ish
can literature (5).

Senjor year....... ....
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The scientific course (B. S.) is substantially as above, except that no
Greek is required and Latin only through the freshman year. Instead
of these is required two years of German and two years of French or
Spanish. Five hours in chemistry is added to the sophomore fall
term, and two hours in biology to the junior spring term.

In the English course (B. L.) no Greek or Latin is required, no
physics beyond the freshman, and no mathematics beyond the sopho-
more year. For the languages are required German and French or
Spanish, as in the scientific course. There are added in this course
two years in history and one yeareach in Old English, history of philos-
ophy, and criticism.

Besides the above courses the university maintains a department of
elocution and oratory, a conservatory of music, an art department, a
Bible department, and a military department. The military depart-
ment is under the charge of an officer detailed from the United States
Army.

A tree is known hy its fruits. As class-room education is but a
means to an end, institutions of learning must be graded, on a last
analysis, by the matured character and practical success of its students.
Tried by this test, Baylor University obtains her highest rank. It
is the most notable fact of her history that her students, both alumni
and undergraduates, have hecome influential men and women, telling
largely on both private and public life, in Texas. To cite names of
her preachers would be largely like calling the roll of the illustrious
dead as to the fallen, and of pastors, evangelists, and missionaries as
to the living. Her daughters have beautified and glorified too many
homes for special mention. In medicine, law, agriculture, banking,
and stock interests, many honorable names could be cited.

Perhaps in the department of legislation and jurisprudence we
might, as examples of what could be given in other departments,
specify a few names: L. S. Ross, governor of Texas and president of
the Agricultural and Mechanical College; J. W. Jeffries, lieutenant-
governor of Louisiana; L. L. Foster, speaker of the Texas house and
railroad commissioner; John D. McCall, comptroller of Texas; Chilly
MclIntosh, Charles Grayson, and J. W. Smith, supreme counsellors,
Indian Territory; Thomas J. Goree, superintendent of penitentiaries
of Texas; Thomas J. Brown, jurist, legislator, and historian; J. N.
Henderson, of court of appeals; W. B. Denson, R. T. Wheeler, C. R.
Breedlove, J. E. and W. P. McCombe, J. C. and W. H. Jenkins,
W. K. Homan, T. S. Henderson, J. S. Perry.

Among the teachers may be cited James L. Smith, president of
Salado College; Reddin Andrews, president of Baylor University;
W. H. Long, president of Greenville College.
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BAYLOR FEMALE COLLEGE.

This college is an outcome of Baylor University, which was char-
tered by the Republic of Texas February 1, 1845, as a coeducational
school, comprising both male and female departments in the same
courses of instruction, but was divided in September, 1866, the female
department being chartered as Baylor Female College, and both
schools, though entirely separated by the change and under different
management, retaining the name Baylor.

The principal movers in founding the institution were Rev. W. M.
Tryon and Judge R. E. B. Baylor. It way first located at Independ-
ence, in Washington County, Tex., and was moved in 1886 to Belton.
The present property of the college is estimated, in buildings and
grounds, furniture and fixtures, at $175,000. The usual attendance of
students is 250 to 300. The first president of Baylor College was Rev.
Horace Clark, LL. D. The others who followed in succession were
B. S. Fitzgerald, A. M.; Rev. H. L. Graves, D. D.; Col. W. W. Fon-
taine, A. M.; Rev. W. M. Royal, D. D.; Rev. John H. Luther, D. D.;
P.H. Eager, A.M.; E. H. Wells, A. M., M. D.,and W. A. Wilson, A. M.

The college is of high literary grade, with exceptionally fine schools
of art and music. The main building is a splendid structure of cut
stone and modern style of architecture and conveniences. There are
thirteen schools and departments of instruction.

HOWARD PAYNE COLLEGE.

This college was founded at Brownwood by the Baptists of Pecan
Valley Association under the leadership of Dr. J. D. Robnett in the
year 1890. The first session opened about the middle of September,
1890, with A. J. Emerson, A. M., D. D., as president. Dr. Emerson
was a graduate of Wake Forest College, and just previous to his com-
ing to Howard Payne College had served seventeen years as professor
of English in William Jewell College, Liberty, Mo. In the spring of
1893 Dr. Emerson resigned, and Dr. J. D. Robnett, the real founder
of the college, was elected president. He served in the double capacity
of president and financial agent until the spring of 1895, when he
resigned to accept the pastorate of the Washington Avenue Baptist
Church, Dallas, Tex. J. H. Grove, A. M., M. S. D., was then elected
president, and has served in that capacity from February, 1895, to the
present time.

The most encouraging supporter of Dr. Robnett in the work of
building the college was J. J. Ramey, who, besides contributing about
85,000 himself, did not hesitate to sign the bonds with Dr. Robnett to
raise the money for carrying forward the work. Others who have
stood faithfully by the institution from the beginning, and who have
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contributed from $1,000 to $3,000 each, are F. R. Smith, John W.
Goodwin, T. C. Yantis, Brooke Smith, and Mrs. M. A. Martin. A
large number of others have contributed from $250 to 1,000. Dr.
Robnett gave the college about $10,000, besides giving his entire time
for five years without salary.

The college was the outgrowth of a desire on the part of the Baptists
of central Texas to be at work in the cause of Christian education.
They wished especially to educate the young ministers and to offer
the advantages of a collegiate training to young men and young women
generally in central and western Texas. It has from the first main-
tained a course of study equal to the average college, and hasaveraged
an enrollment of 225 students annually. The faculty has consisted
generally of 10 or 11 teachers, and each year among these have been
several graduates of the best colleges and universities in the land.
Besides the classical course, the facilities in music, art, elocution, busi-
ness, and normal instruction are of high grade. Instruction in short-
band writing is an important feature.

The college building (three-story stone) with campus of 5 acres of
ground in the heart of Brownwood, and furniture and equipment are
worth, at a reasonable estimate, $45,000.

In the spring of 1898 Howard Payne College, for financial and other
reasons, became affiliated with Baylor University and passed under the
control of the Baptist General Convention of Texas. One-third of the
board members are now appointed annually by the Baptist General
Convention of Texas instead of by the Baptists of Pecan Valley Asso-
ciation as formerly. By this affiliation the college agrees not to do
post-graduate work at present, but to recommend its graduates to go to
Baylor University for further instruction, provided Baylor University
complies with her agreement to equip itself so as to do work equal to
the best schools in the State.

SOUTHWERSTERN UNIVERSITY.

This institution, which is located at Georgetown, is the property of
the Methodist Episcopul Church, South. The origin and history of
the university is carefully presented in a publication by Rev. F. A.
Mood, D. D., its founder and first regent, graphically picturing the
difficulties of early educational movements of the church in Texas,
and furnishing so interesting and instructive an account of the incep-
tion and progress of the university as to justify its reproduction
here, with but little omission from the text or addition to its state-
ments:

The 20th day of April, 1870, marked the formal inauguration of the postbellum

movement of the Texas conferences of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 1n
the matter of advanced education in Texas. Since that time very great changes
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have taken place in the number and character of the ministry and membership of
the church, as well as in the status of the movement then projected.

As early as July 25, 1837, Rev. Martin L. Ruter, D. D., wasappointed a missionary
to the Republic of Texas, and reached his field of labor October following. He had
been president of Allegheny College, in Pennsylvania, was the first Methodist
preacher of America honored with the title of Doctor of Divinity, and on one occasion
received a large vote of the GGeneral Conference for the bishopric, being at the time
its secretary. Entering upon his new and arduous duties, likely with too consuming
zeal, he suddenly succumbed, May 16, 1838, to disease entailed by imprudent exposure
in a strange climate. In the seven months of labor, however, that he gave to Texas
he left one thought deeply impressed upon many minds, and to which he made
impressive allusion in his last illness, viz, hisanxiety to see an institution for advanced
education established by the Methodist Church which should make its impress upon
all the coming generations of the new Republic.

It is surprising, therefore, that cotemporaneous with the movement to organize an
annual conference was a movement to establish a college. Indeed, the college, in
some sense, antedated the conference, for Ruterville College was chartered by the
Congress of Texas and endowed with 4 leagues of land—about 18,000 acres—January
25, 1840, while the first conference did not assemble until December 25 of the same
year. Ruterville College, therefore, was founded as the fitting memorial of the dis-
tinguished man whose name it bore, and was intended to embody in active form the
great idea that filled his mind from his arrival in Texas to the day of his death.
Rev. Chauncey Richardson, a gentleman of fine abilities as an administrator and
preacher, was called to the presidency of the institution.

For some years the college had a prosperousexistence. Its printed catalogues show
a large attendance of students, and, at this distance, it looks as if all the conditions
for enlarged and permanent success were at hand. It seems clear to the writer that
those in the lead of the enterprise yielded too readily to discouragement. That it did
much and excellent work has never been questioned, but it seems from the final dis-
position of the property that local influences became more powerful than connectional
control, for August 6, 1856, Ruterville College, with all of its property, was consoli-
dated by the legislature of Texas with the ‘‘Texas Monumental Association,” and
this, too, in the face of the exprees provision of the original college charter, ‘‘that
the lands donated by the State should be applied to education, and for no other pur-
poee whatever.”’

Very few, at the time of the foundation of Ruterville College, had any adequate
conception of what was demanded to establish and carry forward to success an insti-
tution of learning of high character. This was strikingly shown in the terms of the
charter granted to Ruterville College, for while exceedingly liberal in many impor-
tant respects, the charter said, ‘‘ Provided, The amount of property owned by said
corporation shall not at any time exceed $25,000,”’ and limited its corporate life to
‘‘ten years.” If these were the limited views of the legislators of the Republic of the
conditions for the success of a college, it is not surprising that the church should
share the same error. As a consequence, Ruterville College had been in operation
but four years, had scarcely got well to work, and was struggling with the difficulties
incident to a new enterprise, when it was propoeed to build, equip, launch, and man
another college.

The General Conference of 1844 divided the Texas Conference into the East Texas
and Texas conferences. Ruterville fell within the limits of the western section. At
the first seseion of the East Texas Conference, held January 8, 1845, we find that
again the college enterprise had antedated conference existence; for the Texas Con-
gress, January 16, 1844, granted a charter to Wesleyan College, San Augustine. Rev.
Lester Janes was appointed president of the college, Rev. N. W. Burks, principal of the
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preparatory school. To this new educational center a number of the young people
flocked, and everything seemed again to promise great success. But under the diffi-
culties and discouragements usual in such matters the hearts of the leaders failed,
and, with it, the institution declined. The terms of the charter of this college,
however, reveal a greatly enlarged view of what was demanded in the case, so that
the effort at Ruterville was working out both direct and indirect results. The limi-
tation of its corporate existence was ‘‘fifty years,”” the property limitation *‘$100,000,
over and above the buildings, library, and apparatus necessary to the institution.’’

About the timethat these pablic and more pretentious enterprises were being started,
an unassuming Methodist preacher, whose health had failed from excessive ministerial
toil, settled in Red River County, Tex., and opened a private school. This modest
little movement by Rev. J. W. P. McKenzie, D. D., in 1841, at first scarcely attract-
ing the attention of the neighborhood, began from its incipiency a slow and healthy
growth. Its projector had no lofty aims or extensive plans. He taught a school,
an unpretending school, which he conducted in the fear of God, under distinctly
religious influences. The solid attainments of his pupils, their high moral tone, the
positive and evident influences of a religious character that were soon seen emanating
thence, began to attract the attention of the county, of the neighboring counties,
and finally of the whole State. It made not only reputation, but character. Its
numbers grew and additional teachers were employed. It rose to the dignity of
‘‘McKenzie Institute,”’ and finally, with continued enlargement, in response to what
seemed an imperative demand, it applied for a charter, and became ‘‘McKenzie
College,” having 4 large buildings, 10 professors and tutors, over 300 matriculates
per annum, and an aggregate of more than 3,000 students during the thirty years of
its existence. What a glorious work for one man to accomplish in a short life!

Meanwhile Texas, having been admitted into the Federal Union, had progressed
rapidly in population and material prosperity. The lower counties particularly,
where flourished the sugar cane and cotton, increased greatly in wealth. The
church made corresponding progress, and in these lower counties were found a large
body of wealthy Methodists seeking the best educational advantages. ‘‘Ruterville”
had lost its prestige, the temporary prosperity of ¢ Wesleyan’’ had declined, and
though ‘‘McKenzie’’ continued the even tenor of its useful way, it was so far removed
from the centers of wealth and population as to be practically inaccessible to many.
The demand for an institution projected by the church for advanced education
appeared to have heen increased by the seeming failure of the first attempts, and in
1856 a convention of delegates from the boundaries of the Texas Conference, embrac-
ing the central and southern portions of the State, assembled in Chapel Hill to con-
sider the question. By its action an entirely new enterprise was again launched
upon the uncertain sea of Texas education.

Soule University, located at Chapel Hill, in Washington County, was sustained by
some of the most enterprising and wealthy citizens of the State. A large and com-
modious building of stone was built, costing some $37,000, and two of the chairs of
instruction were well endowed with $25,000 each—one by Colonel Felder, the other
by Colonel Kirby. The halls were opened in 1856, to which a large number of stu-
dents hastened. No educational enterprise of the church had been before projected
under more favorableauspices. The mistakes and miscalculations of former attempts
were vividly in memory to warn its leaders, and the wealth at its command prom-
ised an assurance of a material character necessary to secure great success. Scarcely,
however, had its routine been fairly established and the graduation of two promising
students given bright forecast of the coming greatness of its mission when the bugle
blast of war summoned the South to arms. President Jefferson Davis in vain pro-
tested against the colleges of the country emptying themselves into the army, declar-
ing that ‘‘ we were grinding up our seed corn.” Presidents, professors, and students
in many cases rushed to volunteer for the conflict. The president of Soule Univer-
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gity, Rev. G. W. Carter, D. D., secured the position of colonel in the army, took his
students to the field, and the halls of the university were silent. The pressure of the
war subsequently converted the building into a military hospital, and at its close the
building was left defaced and leaky, without furniture, apparatus, endowment, fac-
ulty, or students, with neglected liabilities aggregating $17,000 hanging over it. But
there were brave hearts left. In 1865 its halls were reopened for instruction, and so
prompt and rapid was the response in patronage that it was determined in 1866 to
open, under its charter, a normal institute for the training of teachers. At the sug-
gestion of Bishop H. N. McTyeire, correspondenee was opened with the vice-princi-
pal of the State Normal School of South Carolina. Plans were submitted by him for
the organization and management of such a department, to go into operation in 1867.
But just while everything looked brightest, yellow fever, penetrating from the coast,
began to lay waste large sections of the interior of the State. Towns and villages
were decimated. Chapel Hill shared the general experience of that section, and the
dread disease invaded the university. Professors and students were stricken down,
and in a few short weeks silence like a pall hung over the fated institution.

Early in 1888, the trustees of the university determined to renew their efforts, and
offered the presidency of the institution to Rev. F. A. Mood, D. D., which he
declined; but in the fall of the year the call was renewed, accompanied with letters
from Bishops Andrew, McTyeire, and Wightman, setting forth the importance of
some one interesting himself in that department of church labor in Texas. He
entered upon the duties of the position in November, the institution being opened
for the reception of students January 1, 1869.

In the correspondence of the trustees and bishops with the new president it was
assumed that Soule University had been projected and recognized as the central
institution of Methodism for the State of Texas. This supposition was supported
neither by the facts of its establishment nor the general sentiment of the State.
None of the conferences outside of the Texas Conference were in any way commit-
ted to ita support, and the prejudices against the location, from the visitation of yel-
low fever, rendered the prospects of anything like a liberal patronage from the State
at large exceedingly gloomy. There were, however, two facts in favor of one more
effort in some direction, to wit: Not a solitary Methodist institution for male youth
was in existence in the State, for even McKenzie College had completely succumbed
to the misfortunes of war. Then, too, there was not a man, minister or layman,
who seemed disposed to hazard health, fame, or fortune in another effort to estab-
lish one. The field, in its most literal sense, was unoccupied, though white to the
harvest. There was demand for just such service. The one attempting to respond
to the demand would trench upon no man’s field of labor, nor ¢ build on other men's
foundations.” In short, there was a grand monopoly of sacrifice and toil open to
anyone that wished to possess it.

A small company gathered Monday, January 2, 1869, and an irregular term closed
with public exerciges in June. The opening of the session in September was some-
what encouraging to the new faculty; but they had been at work only a few weeks
when a new danger suddenly appeared. Yellow fever, which had appeared at
Galveston, extended to Houston, and the university was alarmed one day by the
appearance of a prominent minister, who stated that the yellow fever was reported
at Hempstead, 7 miles distant; that he was flying from the pestilence with his fam-
ily, and advised all to do likewise. Panic followed. Nothing could allay the alarm
of the students, even after conclusive proof that the rumor was unfounded. It was
in the midst of the anxiety awakened by this state of affairs that the conception

resulting in the establishment of Southwesterni Unversity had its origin.

The trustees of Soule University were hurriedly convened, October 4, 1869, a
larger number than usual being in attendance. After religious services, the follow-
ing preamble and propositions were submitted for consideration and adoption.

.
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Their adoption was preesingly and urgently pleaded for upon their presentation by
their author [Dr. Mood], and, after protracted consideration and debate, were
adopted, with but one dissenting vote. These propositions were amended in a few
unimportant particulars by the East Texas Conference, to which they were first sub-
mitted, but were finally unanimously adopted in their amended form by the five
conferences, as follows:

‘‘ Whereas it is of vital importance to Southern Methodism, as well as the general
interests of religion and education in Texas, that there be an institution of learning
that will by its endowments cheapen higher education and by its other advantages
secure general confidence and patronage; and

‘“ Whereas under existing circumstances, from its heavy cost, many of the most
worthy young men of the State are denied the desired advantages of education; and

‘“Whereas in the absence of an institution of this character large numbers of the
young men of the church are being yearly sent out of the State to secular and sec-
tarian institutions, entailing great loss to the membership and influence of our
church, besides withdrawing from the limits of the State large amounts of money
that could be expended in building up education at home; and

‘ Whereas the magnitude of the work of establishing such an institution involves
a demand for patronage and an expenditure for liberal endowment much greater
than can be met by any single conference; and

‘ Whereas Soule University, though originally projected to meet this great want,
has up to this date, through the calamities of war and other untoward events, only
partially secured this end; and

‘‘ Whereas the field being comparatively unoccupied invites to prompt, unselfish,
zealous, and liberal effort to meet this great demand that is now upon the church;
and

‘“Whereas a union of effort of the 30,000 Methodists in Texas ought to secure,
without possibility of failure, the establishment of an institution of the highest grade
with ample endowment and the most liberal facilities for widespread usefulness:
Therefore )

““ Resolved, By this board, humbly invoking the guidance and approval of Almighty
God, and with a single eye to His glory, that the several annual conferences of the
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, in Texas be invited at their ensuing sessions to
concur in the following propositions:

‘“1. That an educational convention of the several conferences of the Methodist
Episcopal Church, South, in Texas shall be called to meet at Galveston, April 20
1870, consisting of the delegates elect, lay and clerical, to our ensuing General
Conference.

¢“2. That to this convention, thus constituted, be committed the duty of arranging
for the organization, location, and endowment of a university for the Southwest, to
be under the patronage and control of the conferences of this State and such other
conferences as may hereafter desire to cooperate with them.

‘3. That the different male institutions organized or projected under the auspices
of our church throughout the State be invited to send deputations to the convention
to present their several claims for its consideration.

‘4. That the delegates from each conference proceed immediately upon their
appointment to invite proposals for the most eligible site within their bounds.

5. That the several conferences concurring, if deemed practicable, the bishop
appoint an agent, who shall proceed forthwith to assist in raising endowment.

‘6. That the convention, as far as practicable, arrange for a homogeneous system
of advanced schools preparatory to the university.

7. That each conference concurring pledge its adherence to the action of the con-
vention, and its hearty support of its decisions without reference to personal or local
preferences.
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‘8. That in the votes of the convention upon location, the delegates vote by con-
ference, a majority being required to decide the question.”

The movement proposed in the calling of this convention was more extended than
any before attempted by the church, and the method was new, and was soon after-
wardsadopted in the establishment of Central University, afterwards called Vanderbilt
University, in Tennessee. Randolph Macon, ‘‘the mother of colleges’’ in the South-
ern Church, was established, and after its establishment the cooperation of several
conferences was invoked through agents. In the founding of Southern University
the convention that met was called to decide between two rival points. But in the
present case, instead of the conferences being sumimoned by convention to agree
upon a center already established, or to decide between rival claims of two or more
institutions, they were called from all quarters to unite upon a common policy, deter-
mine their common interest, and then agree upon the proper point. No place was in
view, not a dollar was in hand, not a foot of land in possession. The strictly impar-
tial and just methods proposed and the evident necessity for such an institution com-
mended the movement to general confidence. The delegates, too, met under a
constitution. Their discretion, though ample, was carefully limited. They could
act only for a certain end and after a certain method. Still in their election the con-
ferences by these representatives pledged themselves to abide by their ‘‘decisions
without reference to personal or local preferences.”’ For five conferences, whose
operations covered the entire State, to unite by unanimous action in solemn compact
for orie grand movement was most encouraging progress in an undertaking only three
months old.

The convention met pursuant to appointment in Ryland Chapel, Galveston. It
was a representative body as to character, influence, and intelligence. Rev. Robert
Alexander, D. D., of the Texas Conference, was unanimously chosen president. Sur-
prising to eay, after all the experiences of the past, the convention had been organ-
ized for but some thirty minutes when the following resolution was submitted for
adoption:

‘‘ Resolved, That the convention now proceed to locate the proposed university.”’

The adoption of this resolution was warmly pressed by a large wing of the conven-
tion. In vain did the opposite side urge that we had no university to locate, that we
had nothing but the opportunity to consider the question of the establishment of one,
and arrange to secure something to locate. The iinpatience f many of the members
seemed to threaten, within the first hour of assembling, to wreck the whole move-
ment. The matter, after prolonged debate, was finally referred to a committee to
consider and report the next morning. The committee had caught the infection
of impatience, and a majority reported favorably to location at one of the only two
points that had made any proposals to the body. The minority of the committee
presented an adverse report, and appealed to the eighth article of the propositions in
the decision. When the ballots were collected the unexpected but happy result was
developed that, while the majority of the delegates present favored immediate loca-
tion, a majority of the delegations representing each conference was against it.

Having escaped this peril the convention proceeded calmly and harmoniously to
consideration of the great interest committed to it, resulting in the following: (1)
Adoption of a plan of organization; (2) a plan of endowment; (3) the conditions and
particulars of a charter; (4) the adoption of a name; (5) the appointment of agents;
(6) estimating the amount of money necessary to establish such an institution; (7)
fixing the lowest amount upon which location and opening of the institution could
be attempted; (8) an address to the church in Texas, setting forth the importance
and feasibility of the undertaking; (9) declaring the preferred policy in the matter
of location, which was the purchase of a large body of land to constitute both loca-
tion and incipient endowment.

The sum of $500,000 was declared necessary to establish what was designed, and
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no location was to be attempted until values to the amount of $150,000 were secured.
Rev. Orceneth Fisher, of the Texas Conference; Rev. J. W. P. McKenzie, of the
North Texas Conference; and Rev. W. G. Veal, of the Northwest Texas Conference,
were recommended to the bishop to be appointed agents for the collection of endow-
ment. The convention adjourned with the best and most hopeful feelings prevailing.

The agents reported to the several annual conferences in the fall of 1870 that they
had utterly failed to secure subscriptions in money or land. The conspicuous reason
assigned for this failure was that the people were unwilling to subscribe to an insti-
tution not yet in existence, without location or habitation. The agents were of
opinion that if location was established at some point, then the church would rally
to its endowment. This view had been warmly urged in the debate had on location
in the convention. It carried with it a contradiction. If the people would not con-
tribute to a university until a location was made, there was an end of the movement,
for it was impossible to locate nothing. It is true two places came before the con-
vention asking for the location. One had a building projected, but already embar-
rassed by debt; the other offered a building over which hung heavy liabilitiee. To
have located at either point was not to establish a university, but to assume a debt.
Indeed, the position of those urging immediate location virtually declared that the
church would not contribute to the establishment of a university until the university
was established.

The conferences called the convention together at Waxahachie in the following
April. Its session was favored with the presidency of Bishop E. M. Marvin, which
was a benediction to the movement. Upon its assembly the wisdom of the post-
ponement of the question of location, which had first obtained, was made apparent.
Instead of only two, some five competing places solicited the location, offering sub-
sidies greatly in advance of anything previously presented.

Again, however, the question was immediately sprung upon the convention, the
same arguments pro and con being urged. The majority of delegates again pro-
nounced for immediate location, but again an appeal to the eighth restrictive rule
prevented the disaster of premature decision. In this vote two conferences voted
aye, two voted no, and one was equally divided in its vote for some twelve hours,
but finally voted no.

The convention reaffirmed the general policy in reference to the endowment and
location of the university adopted at the previous session, but declared the following
limits, beyond which location was forbidden: ‘‘North of the thirty-first degree of
north latitude, and between the nineteenth and twenty-second degrees of longitude
west from Washington, D. C., including the counties of Bell, Williamson, and
Travis.”” The struggle at this session of the convention was much fiercer and more
protracted than at the former Many expressed great alarm, and Bishop Marvin
shared the anxiety felt in the matter. But others saw in the struggle much to
rejoice over. The university, its endowment and location, were no longer questions
of pasgive acquiescence on the part of the church. The whole matter was becoming
a living question, in which many were beginning to feel a deep interest, and in refer-
ence to the fate of which many now began to realize a deep concern.

The convention appointed a ‘‘ board of commissioners of location,” consisting o
an equal number of laymen and ministers, who, besides being empowered to locate
the institution, were authorized to solicit and receive donations for the enterprise in
money and lands. They were required to report to an adjourned meeting of the
convention, which was afterwards summoned to meet in Corsicana November 1, 1871.

The convention reassembled under the presidency of Bishop Marvin, who had
remained in Texas during the year. The wisdom of the delay already had in the
matter of location, although denied by the impatient ones, was very apparent to
those who were willing to move more slowly. Some ten places now appeared, through
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delegates or memorials, each presenting their assumed superior claims for the coveted
prize. The values now offered as subsidies to secure the location were far in advance
of anything deemed two years previously as at all possible to be secured. The
increased attendance upon the meetings of the convention, the ardor and earnestness,
and, in some instances, warm partisan feeling expressed in the debates, all proved
clearly that the matter had now come to be considered one of singular importance to
the church in Texas.

The commissioners of location reported that they had given anxious attention to
the matter, but had not yet fully settled the point, and asked further time. The
report was laid on the table and the.commissioners discharged. This action was
another outburst of impatience, and while the convention was seething over the
matter a proposition of an entirely novel character was submitted. A company of
active and prosperous capitalists, members of the church—a majority of them resid-
ing in the city of Galveston—proposed to form a joint stock company with a capital
of $100,000, of which they were willing to take $50,000, provided the Methodists of
the State at large would take the other $50,000. With this money they assured the
convention they could purchase an eligible body of land, containing nearly 20,000
acres, toward which an important line of railroad was then pushing. The company
from this purchase was to donate ample grounds for college buildings near the center,
and every alternate lot and acre of the town to be laid out around the univer-
sity, and every alternate quarter section of 160 acres of the remaining land. They
promised, also, to erect plain buildings for the university and faculty, in which opera-
tions might begin and be comfortably accommodated for ten or fifteen years. These
gentlemen limited the time of their offer to June 1, 1872, after which, if the church
at large had failed to respond to their proposition, it was to be considered null and
void. The proposition was most favorably received by the convention. The gentle-
men originating the offer were appointed commissioners of location, with instructions
that if the scheme failed they were to select from the many places then claiming the
location. In that event they were to become trustees of the property accepted in
behalf of the Methodist Epiecopal Church, South, and to make any and all arrange-
ments for the opening of the university their wisdom should devise, and report their
action to the several conferences. The question had been previously raised whether
or not the convention had authority to delegate its powers to commissioners, and an
appeal had been taken to the bishop, who decided affirmatively.

The commissioners proceeded promptly and generously to act in response to this
unexpected call of the convention. The 1st of June the State had failed to respond
to their proposal, which was now formally withdrawn. They advertised that they
would proceed to locate the university. They declared their purpose to locate at
that point which offered a subsidy nearest approaching the original moneyed condi-
tion of $150,000—accessibility, centrality, health, and other necessary particulars to be
duly considered.

The arrangements for the wise and careful oversight of the property and adminie-
tration of the proposed institution were subjects of much debate and consideration.
Through the wise suggestions of Bishop J. C. Keener the matter received happy solu-
tion. He suggested the creation of two distinct boards, one having oversight of the
property, the other to have jurisdiction over the internal affairs of the institution.
It was determined, therefore, to have a board of trustees of business men who should
administer the financial affairs. A working quorum was to be located in Galveston
to constitute the executive committee, the rest of the board to be representatives
from the several conferences. The board of curators was to be made up of ministers,
an equal number to be elected from each conference. To this board was to be com-
mitted the supervision of the internal affairs of the institution, involving discipline,

the election of professors, conferring of degrees, etc.
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This plan of organization, submitted to the conference in the winter of 1872, under
the presidency of Bishop Keener, was adopted, and the curators were appointed.
This board met in Galveston December 31, 1872, Bishop Keener presiding, and Rev.
F. A. Mood, D. D., was elected regent of the university, with authority to summon
a meeting of the board for the further election of professors whenever the emergency
demanded.

The bhoard of trustees kept up diligent correspondence with the numerous points
competing for the location, by letter or otherwise. They visited in person several
places, but agreed quite unanimously that Georgetown, in Williamson County, pos-
sessed by far the greatest advantages presented by any of the competing points;
while the subsidy offered in buildings, lands, and money was also in advance of all
others. Located at the base of the Colorado hills—called mountains—with the beau-
tiful San Gabriel flowing through its northern and western limits, through rocky can-
yons and over gravelly beds, with the overhanging hills covered with forests, and on
the south and east ‘‘a boundless contiguity’’ of rich, rolling prairie, all lying only 25
miles north of the capital of the State, there were offered all the conditions of a
desirable location. High and well drained, with no swamp land within 50 miles,
there was the assurance of health. The hills, rolling prairie, rocks, and river, offered
a beautiful landscape, where you could neither walk nor ride without being charmed.
The San Gabriel, with its bubbling springs, offered abundance of pure, sparkling
water; the hills on the north and west, crowned with forests, offered fuel, and at
their feet were quarries of rock for building. The farms that dotted the prairies
offered abundant produce at low prices, and the proximity to the capital anchored
it forever near the legislative center of the Commonwealth. The subsidy offered,
claimed to have a value of $150,000, was really worth less than half that amount;
but, even at that discount, exceeded in actual value the subsidy of any competing
point. 8o Georgetown was formally called upon to present its subsidy in legal and
authenticated form.

Meanwhile the competing places, impatient at the delay, and despairing of reach-
ing the amount of subsidy demanded by the commissioners, one after another with-
drew voluntarily from the contest; so that on August 21, 1873, when the location was
declared, Georgetown remained the only actual candidate for the honor. By this
happy combination of circumstances all complaints in reference to the decision of
the commissioners were estopped. Upon the reception of the news at Georgetown
of the decision of the commissioners there was great rejoicing, the firing of a hun-
dred anvils expressing their great satisfaction at the result.

The subsidy included a plain but capacious stone building, with six large lecture
rooms, and a chapel having a capacity to seat over 400 persons. Having these accom-
modations immediately at hand, the regent advertised the opening of the first session
of the institution for Monday, October 6, 1873.

Iinmediately following the announcement of the location of the university, and
before the time of its opening could be properly advertised, adverse circumstances
occurred which presented serious obstructions to a propitious beginning. The finan-
cial panic, which a short time before began in New York, extended to Texas. The
generous friends who had cheerfully and unostentatiously borne all the cost of the
movement up to date found themselves unable to assist further. Yellow fever made its
appearance at different points in the State. The railroad lines were quarantined,
and even the passage of the mails prevented. It was in the face of these embarrass-
ments that the first session opened October 6, 1873. Thirty-three students matricu-
lated, i. e., ‘‘young men of the age and attainments requiring the aid of professors to
direct their studies,’’ not child pupils receiving passively the instruction of teachers.
Their average age was something over 17 years, and they ranked freshman and
sophomore.
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The curators held their second meeting in the city of Austin, December 13,
1873, and elected as a permanent faculty: F. A. Mood, D. D. (regent of the univer-
gity), professor of mental and moral philosophy, and for the time being to have
charge also of the schools of history and English literature; B. E. Chreitzberg, A. M.,
professor of ancient languages and mathematics, and H. M. Reynolds, M. D., pro-
fessor of modern languages.

On the 12th of November, 1884, Dr. Mood closed his useful and
successful life, his last service being an address on Christian educa-
tion before an annual conference in session at Waco. An appropriate
imonument marks his resting place on the university campus. As
shown, his greatest work was the unification and concentration of
Texas Methodism (Methodist Episcopal Church, South) upon one lead-
ing central institution in the interest of higher education. Before his
death the matriculations of students in the university had reached
345, and 360 at the close of the session of 1884-85. About $50,000 in
notes had been secured for outfit and endowment of the institution
through the financial agent, Rev. H. A. Bourland, and further large
amounts have been secured through the agency of Dr. Bourland’s
successors, Rev. J. H. McLean, Rev. W. M. Hays, and Rev. F. B.
Sinex.

The names of the regents in the order of their service are: Rev.
F. A. Mood, D. D., eclected in 1873; Rev. J. W. Heidt, A. M., D. D.,
elected in 1885; Rev. J. H. McLean, A. M., D. D., elected in 1891;
Prof. R. S. Hyer, A. M., LL. D., elected in 1898.

During Dr. Heidt’s administration the ‘‘ Helping Hall” system was
developed with an investment of about $7,000, giving accommodations
to some 60 young men at a cost of $8 per month for board and lodg-
ing. The hall, which is a benefaction from Mrs. M. A. Giddings, of
Brenham, affords a comfortable home at lowest rates to worthy young
men of limited means. From the assets of the university about
$10,000 have been invested in the construction of a large and elegant
building for the accommodation of the young ladies. It bas a campus
of 30 acres and is known as the ‘‘ Ladies’ Annex.” Here young ladies
have an elegant home, with competent teachers in art, elocution, and
music, while in the academic course they have the same professors as
the university has, but mainly in separate classes.

Dr. McLean guided the affairs of the university as regent for six
years with marked success, and his name is indissolubly united with
the history of the institution, which he has faithfully served as curator,
financial agent, professor, and regent. Regent Hyer is a graduate of
Emory College, Georgia, of the class of 1880. He has been about
fifteen years in service as professor of natural science in the university.

The enrollment of students, including the Annex, ranges from 400
to 500 annually. Over 300 are of collegiate grade, and about one-
fourth of these are young ladies. The remaining students are in the
subfreshman and special departments.
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The faculty, as presented in the last catalogue, are: Rev. John R.
Allen, A. B., D. D., chairman of faculty; C. C. Cody, A. M., Ph. D.,
professor of mathematics; R. F. Young, A. M., professor of modern
languages; R. S. Hyer, A. M., LL. D., professor of natural science;
John R. Allen, A. B., D. D., professor of mental and moral philosophy;
H. A. Shands, A. M., Ph. D., professor of English language and litera-
ture; W. C. Vaden, A. M., professor of Greek and Latin; C. G. Carroll.
A. M., agsistant in mental and moral philosophy; M. L. Mowrey,
principal of commercial school; S. H. Moore, A. B., principal of fit-
ting school; A. S. Pegues, A. M., assistant in fitting school; G. C.
White, assistant in fitting school.

C. C. Cody is the secretary and H. A. Shands librarian.

There are a number of lady teachers additional in the annex.

Previous professors were: B. E. Chrietzberg, A. M., mathematics;
H. M Reynolds, M. D., physiology, hygiene, and voice culture;
Rev. A. A. Albrecht, A. M., modern languages; W. W. Lewis, A. M.,
mathematics; Rev. N. T. Burks, A. M., mathematics; Rev. P. C. Bryce,
A. M., ancient languages; W. P. Fleming, M. D., physiology and
hygiene; S. D. Sanders, A. M., M. D., history and political economy;
S. J. Jones, Ph. D., history and. political economy; Milton Ragsdale,
A. M., music; Morgan Callaway, jr., Ph. D.; English; S. G. Sanders,
A. M., ancient languages; Rev. S. E. Burkhead, A. M., English; C. H.
Ross, Ph. D., English; E. R. Williams, A. M., principal fitting school.

The university bas about $150,000 well invested in buildings, library,
and apparatus, and, in addition to tuition fees, a small income by assess-
ments from the patronizing conferences of the church.

FORT WORTH UNIVERSITY.

This institution was organized under the auspices of the Methodist
Episcopal Church, and was chartered as the Texas Wesleyan College,
June 6, 1881, under the laws of the State of Texas, and authorized to
maintain the usual curricula and departments of a college, and to con-
fer the corresponding degrees. The school was opened in temporary
quarters in the midst of the city of Fort Worth, September 7, 1881.
After five years of preparatory work it was moved to its present cam-
pus of 10 acres in the south part of the city, where generous friends
bad erected for its occupancy a commodious and substantial building
of brick and stone.

At the annual meeting held in June, 1889, the board of trustees
secured an amended charter, under the name of Forth Worth Univer-
sity, it being the intention of the founders to ultimately establish a
school in this center of the Southwest, where any person can find
instruction in any study, and pursue it as far and as long as he chooses.

The school of law was organized under the new charter in August,
1893, and its first class met for work September 26 following.
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The school of medicine was organized under the university charter
in July, 1894, and began work in the succeeding October, in temporary
quarters provided for it on the campus. In 1896 the medical faculty
became possessed of a fine building at the corner of Rusk and Seventh
streets. This was put in order and equipped for the medical school,
which resumed work in its new quarters September 30, 1896. The
building and equipment cost £30,000.

At present the university offers collegiate courses in arts and sciences
leading to the degrees of A. B. and B. S., corresponding preparatory
courses, a normal course, an elementary preparatory course, and a
commercial course; alsoa course in law leading to the degree of LL.B.,
and in medicine to the degree of M. D. Instruction is also provided in
modern languages, instrumental and vocal music, drawing and paint-
ing, elocution, and military tactics. Postgraduate instruction is offered
in mathematics, Latin, Greek, chemistry, biology, and astronomy.

Four buildings have been erected on the campus—University Hall,
Cadet Hall, Science Hall, and the dining hall. These are plainly and
solidly built, and are commodious and well planned for their special
purposes. Ample quarters also are provided in the center of the city
for the schools of commerce and medicine.

University Hall is 85 feet front, 84 feet deep, and three stories high.
On the first floor are the chapel, study hall, president’s office, recita-

tion and toilet rooms. On the second floor are the reception rooms,
apartments for the president’s family, library, reading room, art
studio, and dormitories occupied by students and members of the
faculty. On the third floor are dormitories, music rooms, and hall
for societies and for physical culture. The building is well arranged
for ventilation, and all sanitary conditions are good. Young women
can be accommodated here with comfortable rooms, well furnished,
and presided over by a competent and cultured preceptress. Efficient
janitor service is furnished.

Cadet Hall is devoted to the usc of the young men only. The com-
mandant’s office, study hall, and professors’ rooms are on the first floor.
The second and third stories contain the young men’s dormitories.
Corridors run the entire length of the building on each floor, with fire
escapes at each end. The cadets are subject to military discipline.
Science Hall is provided with chemical, physical, and biological labora-
tories of exceptionally full equipment, a museum, and an astronomical
observatory containing the Chamberlin telescope. The dining hall has
dining room, serving room, and kitchen on the lower floor, and dormi-
tories above. The dining room seats 150.

Military drill is required of each young man unless disqualified by
physical conditions, and must be regarded as a part of regular work.

The net enrollment of students of the university last session was
468, including 168 medical students. There were 460 students in the
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commercial school. The president of the university since 1891 is Rev.
Oscar L. Fisher, who was preceded by Rev. P. M. White, and he by
Rev. A. A. Johnson. President Johnson and W. H. Connor were
the chief promoters of the establishment of the university. A splen-
did 6-inch equatorial refracting telescope was presented by Mr. H. B.
Chamberlin.

The institution has no endowment. Its property in grounds, build-
ings, and equipments is worth $155,000.

NORTH TEXAS FEMALE COLLEGE.

This institution, which has attained great success under its present
mavagement, was begun by the citizens of Sherman in 1866, thirty-
three years ago. Like many other schools, its beginning was unpre-
tentious, giving little promise of success. It was originally only a
high school, intended to supply a local demand. Prof. J. C. Parks,
its first president, continued at its head for twelve years. In 1878 the
trustees determined to organize the institution and have it chartered
as a college under its present style and title, and Col. J. R. Cole
became its president. In 1880 Prof. W. C. Parham, from Arkansas,
became president, and continued only one year. In 1881 Rev. E. D.
Pitts, D. D., took charge as president, but remained only two years,
and in 1883 Judge J. M. Onins was elected to the presidency. Dur-
ing all these years the institution was embarrassed with debts and
struggled against poverty and other difficulties incident to new
enterprises.

The citizens of Sherman, supposing the church would be a better
guardian than themselves, tendered the school to the North Texas
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, and for years
the church endeavored to keep it alive, often coming to the point of
despair and then rallying, only to make another disappointing effort.
Finally, after many alternatives, the board of trustees found them-
selves overwhelmed with its indebtedness, and closed the school in
1886. It remained in this condition for one year, when Mrs. L. A.
Kidd, now the wife of Bishop Joseph S. Key, was induced to under-
take its rescue and establishment. At once hope revived and the
friends of the college rallied to it with enthusiasm. Rev. J. M. Bink-
ley was put in the field as agent, and was followed next year by Rev.
T. J. Milam and Rev. J. C. Weaver, who canvassed for several years.
Under all these efforts the debts were paid and money raised to
enlarge the buildings and improve the grounds. Much money was
given in small sums, but the largest contributor was Mrs. Julia Halsell,
of Decatur, Tex., who gave at one time $5,000, which paid off the
final mortgage and liberated the college. Rev. J. M. Binkley gave at
one time $1,000, besides smaller sums at different times, and has from
the beginning been a steadfast and helpful friend. But the greatest
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benefactor of the college is the present president, Mrs. Key, whose
gifts for its upbuilding have been considerable and promptly furnished
as needed.

The present value of the property is fully $75,000, upon which there
is not a dollar’s encumbrance.

The patronage has grown steadily year by year until now it num-
bers 280 students and finds its friends and supporters among the best
families of Texas and adjacent States. Among its several fine build-
ings is the Annie Nugent Hall, contributed and named in honor of the
daughter of Col. William L. Nugent, of Mississippi; another fine
building is Julia Halsell Hall. The main college edifice is a new, com-
modious, and beautiful brick structure. .

During the past session the school had students from'Louisiana,
Mississippi, Arkansas, Kentucky, Missouri, Tennessee, Virginia, Colo-
rado, Georgia, Pennsylvania, New Mexico, and the Indian Territory,
besides those from Texas.

POLYTECHNIC COLLEGE.

The Polytechnic College of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South,
was projected by authority of the Northwest Texas Conference at its
session at Abilene, Tex., in November, 1890. Certain gentlemen (A. S.
Hall, W. D. Hall, and George Tandy), friends of Christian education
and of Methodism, proposed to donate one-half interest in a large tract
of land near Fort Worth, if the church would accept the offer and
establish a college. The conference appointed a committee of discreet
men to inquire into the feasibility of the plan, and to take such action
in the premises as they thought best. The committee met in Fort
Worth in December, 1890, and was presided over by Bishop Joseph S.
Key. After carefully weighing the proposition and realizing the great
need of a high grade institution of learning in that part of the State,
they voted unanimously to accept the offer and begin at once the work
of founding the college.

Accordingly a board of trustees was elected and a charter obtained.
Bishop Joseph S. Key was made president of the board, and Rev. W. P,
Wilson was chosen financial agent.

At a meeting of the board held in February, 1891, Rev. J. W. Adkis-
son was elected to the presidency of the college, and he proceeded at
once to organize a faculty and arrange for the opening. The college
was opened in September, 1891. The first scholastic year showed a
total of 105 matriculations, and the attendance has steadily grown until
at the close of the seventh session the enrollment was more than three
times as great as the first year.

The present value of the college buildings and grounds is something
like $30,000. Plans are now being projected looking to enlargement,
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and it is hoped that another and more commodious building will be
ready by the opening of the next session.

The last catalogue shows the following board of trustees: Bishop
Joseph S. Key, president; Rev. George S. Wyatt, vice-president; J. B.
Baker, secretary; George Mulkey, treasurer; Rev. W. F. Lloyd, Rev.
W. P. Wilson, O. S. Kennedy, Rev. M. S. Hotchkiss, Hon. T. T. D.
Andrews, Rev. O. F. Sensabaugh, Judge N. A. Stedman, Rev. R. C.
Armstrong, Rev. George W. Owens.

Rev. W. F. Lloyd has been the president of the college since June,
1894. Under his presidency the institution has nearly doubled in
attendance, and a very efficient faculty has been secured. Prof.
W. F. Mister, an A.M. graduate of the University of Mississippi, is
chairman of the faculty.

SAN ANTONIO FEMALE COLLEGE.

This college was deeded unconditionally to the Methodist Episcopal
Church, South, and falls under the control of the West Texas Annual
Conference.

Its history shows that some nine years ago the West End Town
Company, under the presidency of Gen. G. W. Russ, set apart 45 acres
in their addition to the city of San Antonio and offered them to the
church on condition that 5 acres be used as a campus and the other
40 acres be divided into town lots and sold and the proceeds used in
erecting college buildings. Rev. W. W. Pinson, pastor of the Travis
Park Church, accepted the offer and carried the matter before the
annual conference, which in 1890 accepted the gift. A number of lots
were sold and a large foundation was laid for the buildings. Capt. J.S.
McKinnon was the largest purchaser of lots and contributor of money.

The campus of 5 acres with the buildings (brick and stone) and
improvements, including artesian well, equipments, etc., has the valu-
ation of $32,000; lots unsold, $20,000. The attendance has steadily
increased from the first year, and the grade of work has been raised
each year until now the school is doing some real college work. There
are schools of instrumental and vocal music, elocution. and art.
There are 10 teachers and an attendance of about 100 students. The
college began work in 1894 and was chartered in 1896. Rev. J. E.
Harrison, a graduate of Vanderbilt University, Tennessee, was the
first and has been the only president. The college is finely located
and is accessible by electric cars from San Antonio.

CORONAL INSTITUTE.

This school is located at San Marcos, a beautiful little city of some
3,000 inhabitants, and particularly noted for the lovely springs which
swell in great volumes from their rocky beds in the edge of the city
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to form the San Marcos River, whose waters are kept cool and pure
by them and clear as crystal. _

The school was opened in 1868 by Mr. Hollingsworth, and a few
vears later was purchased by the Southern Methodist Church and
remains the property of that church. The present buildings, grounds,
and equipment are valued at $40,000. The attendence for a number
of years has averaged about 300, nearly one-third being boarders.
The names of the successive presidents are: Rev. B. H. Belvin, Maj.
1. H. Bishop, Rev. E. S. Smith, R. O. Rounsavall, J. E. Pritchett,
W. J. Spilman, and A. A. Thomas. The buildings are of stone and
brick, commodious, and well furnished with modern appliances, includ-
ing electric lights. The school is on the railroad between Austin and
San Antonio.

In their announcements the authorities of the institution state that
they have tried both the exclusive and coeducational plans and believe
the best results are obtained by educating boys and girls together.
They add:

We are not running a reformatory, and hence no pupils who are *‘ too bad to go
to school at home’’ are wanted. Any pupil guilty of gross misconduct, or who posi-

tively refuses to obey any teacher, will be promptly expelled. A pupil once expelled
will never be allowed to enter our school again.

AUSTIN COLLEGE, AT SHERMAN.

Austin College was among the first established by the State. It was
chartered in 1849, and named after the great pioneer of Texas civil-
ization, Hon. Stephen F. Austin, although the efforts of Rev. Daniel
Baker, an eloquent and successful home missionary, secured the charter
and most of the lands and money to put it into operation. The charter,
for that time, was a liberal one. It allowed $200,000 worth of prop-
erty to be held in the name of the college. Its board of 13 trustees
was composed of men of many creeds, some of them of no particular
creed, and no test of a religious character was to be allowed for either
professors or pupils.

As stated in a catalogue giving the history of the institution:

In 1849 Rev. Daniel Baker, acting by authority of the Presbyterian Church in
Texas, secured a charter for Austin College, to be located at Huntsville, and in 1850
the college was formally opened, with Dr. Samuel McKinney as president. Dr.
McKinney was succeeded in 1853 by Dr. Baker, who remained president of this
institution until his death in 1857. Dr. J. W. Miller succeeded Dr. Baker, and was
himself succeeded by Rev. R. W. Bailey in 1858. In 1862 Dr. McKinney again
became president of the college, and held that position until 1870 when he was fol-
lowed by Dr. S. M. Luckett. The work of president and also that of financial agent
was faithfully and successfully performed by Dr. Luckett until 1878, when it had
become necessary to move the college from Huntsville to Sherman, a healthier loca-
tion. The main building was completed and the college opened September 4, 1878,
with Dr. H. B. Boude as president, and since that time it has continued to be one of
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the leading institutions in Texas in its efforts to uphold the standard of higher edu-
cation. Dr. Boude was succeeded in 1881 by Dr. E. P. Palmer, and Dr. Palmer in
1884 by Dr. Donald McGregor. In 1887 Dr. Luckett was again elected president,
and held that office until 1897, when he resigned, and Dr. T. R. Sampson was elected
to fill the position.

To the main building, completed in 1878, have since been added two wings, making
the building now complete, containing ample space for class rooms, besides chemical
and physical laboratories. There are also in the building two society halls, a gym-
nasium, a president’s office, an assembly hall, and a library. The two society halls
are memorial rooms, ‘‘Link Hall’’ being the gift of Mrs. S. M. Luckett, wife of Dr.
8. M. Luckett, and *‘ Files Hall’’ the gift of Mr. F. M. Files, of Files, Tex. The library
has been refurnished and equipped as a memorial to Mr. Chadwick, of Chappel
Hill, Tex., whose generous liberality has gone far toward placing the college on its
present firm basis. By the effort of Dr. Sampson, a large and commodious gymna-
sium has recently been added and a convenient assembly hall fitted up, making the
college more thoroughly equipped for good and successful work.

The first board of trustees at Huntsville was composed of such men
as Gen. Sam Houston, President Anson Jones, of the Texas Republic,
Henderson Yoakum, author of a History of Texas, and other promi-
nent men. Col. George W. Rogers gave 5 acres of land and three lots
in Huntsville on which to erect the college buildings. Rev. Daniel
Baker was appointed financial agent, and was quite successful in his
work in securing donations of money in Baltimore, New York, New
Jersey, and South Carolina. Rev. Benjamin Chase, of Natchez,
Miss., gave the college 14,930 acres of land; but subsequently, after
much of it had been sold, what was left was, on account of his own
failing fortune, reconveyed to him. Dr. Baker collected in sub-
scriptions about $25,000, and yet the college was embarrassed. Like
so many other young institutions, it was constantly struggling with
debt, and not infrequently with other misfortunes.  After appealing
to the public for $10,000 to meet its obligations, President Bailey
urged that the proposition be pressed upon the hearts of the friends
and patrons of the college, declaring that ‘‘if their pulsations were
not strong enough to meet the exigency it would he time enough then
to announce the funeral oration of Austin College. The president
and professors in the meantime were enduring the martyrdom of
unpaid salaries. The college was forced to suspend operations, and
Professor Grady rented one of the rooms for conducting a high school.
A meeting of the college authorities was called to ¢‘ face the facts.”
A debt of $12,000 still impended, the students went off to the war,
and all financial arrangements were uncertain. President McKinney
and his sons managed to keep the college going as a sort of high
school, and had 125 pupils in charge. The board seemed to have lost
heart in their work, and, so far as the records show, did not meet till
in June, 1869, and then in Galveston, to see what could be saved from
the wreck. Suits amounting to $5,000 were now pending against the
college, and under the charter the trustees were personally liable for
the debts. '
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The college still held 10,000 acres of land, but not then productive
of revenue, and when the beard met the next year at Bryan, President
McKinney, disheartened by war and debt, resigned. His successor,
Dr. Luckett, took charge in 1871, and soon after was made financial
agent as well as president, with authority to sell lands, raise money,
and pay off judgments as fast as possible. There were now but a score
of students at the college, and these were left in charge of Professor
Estill so that Dr. Luckett could better look after the finances, which he
did with great zeal, traversing the State on horseback and impressed
with the conviction that God aids those who help themselves. But he
was not very successful, and such was the condition of affairs at the
time it was thought a change of location of the college might be advis-
able. The question of removal to north Texas, where population and
wealth were more rapidly developing, was discussed by the synod of
the church. Bids for the new location were invited, and Austin,
Georgetown, Tyler, Dallas, Salado, Denison, and Sherman competed
for it. Sherman was selected and the bid formally accepted in Feb-
ruary, 1876.

The building at Huntsville was turned over to the city, and the
library, museum, apparatus, and furniture were moved to Sherman,
where work on the new college building was begun in 1876, but was
not finished till 1878 on account of delay in collecting the subscriptions
for it, some $30,000. In the meantime Dr. Luckett’s collections on
old accounts had reduced the previous debt to about $4,000, and the
college held good land notes to the value of from $12,000 to $15,000, a
college campus of 10 acres, and several pieces of valuable land. The
debts were finally bonded for $12,000, and the bonds sold at par in
New York, the grounds, buildings, and library all heing pledged for
the payment of the bonds, which were to run for ten years. But before
five years elapsed the college was unable to pay the interest. In the
meanwhile the tuition receipts were not sufficient to pay salaries, and
in 1880 the debt had reached about $15,000.

Thus, as seen, the college had a very uncertain existence for many
- years, successive presidents resigned, the attendance of students fluctu-
ated from about a score to less than a hundred, and at one time the
president had but one professor to assist him in teaching. The situa-
tion"was such it seemed the college would have to succumb under its
burden of debt and lack of patronage; but as a friend of the institution,
famihar with all of its varying fortunes, recites its history—

Faithful hearts prayed for it, wise counsellors and diligent hands labored for it, a
compromise in which the bondholders lost only a part of the interest was effected,
and the college property was relieved of the mortgage. Agents in each presbytery
of the church assisted in the work; and when all had been done that could be, Mr.
J. N. Chadwick, a noble man of Chapel IIill, Tex., paid the balance. Since then

he has given $10,000 in cash for endowment, and a large body of land to aid poor
young men to secure an education.
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In 1887 Rev. S. M. Luckett was reelected to the presidency of the
college, and at once entered upon his duties. By bis industry and
financial tact the remaining floating debt of the college was paid, and
the institution was reorgunized with a full faculty. A handsome vsing
was added with the beautiful hall, given by Mrs. Luckett as a memo-
rial to her parents. Mrs. H. A. McGregor, widow of the late Presi-
dent McGregor, died in 1890 and left the college property worth
from 850,000 to $70,000. Mr. Files’s gift, Files Hall, is a valuable
addition to the outfit of the college.

Action has been taken to change the name and have the school char-
tered as the ** John Knox College.” The present name is misleading,
as it is a college at Sherman instead of at Austin.

TEXAS PRESBYTERIAN UNIVERSITY.

This is an incipient institution, but one which has been projected
on a grand scale, and which promises success. It has been incorporated
under the laws of Texas, with a subscribed endowment of $10,000 and
100 charter members, among them being some of the most prominent
men of Texas. Other States are also represented, the member from
New York beiny the Rev. Dr. D. J. McMillan, secretary of the board
of home missions of the Presbyterian Church. The site has not been
determined and will not be selected until $100,000 has heen subscribed
toward the endowment fund, which has been fixed at $2,000,000.

As the project is stated in the New York Tribune—

The university is to be a peculiar institution in many ways. Both sexes are to be
admitted on precisely equal terms. The trustees are forbidden by the charter to
contract any debt, and the majority of them, instead of being clergymen, must be
business men. They are elected by the charter members from among themselves,
and must be communicants of the Presbyterian Church, but the university will be
subject to no church court. The Bible is to have first place in the curriculum, the
study to be continued throughout the course, concluding at graduation with the last
chapter of Revelation.

The standards of the Presbyterian Church will also be taught, the catechism, con-
fession of faith, form of government, and history. At the same time it is intended
that the classical, scientific, literary, fine art, and musical departments shall be
gecond to none. There will be physical and athletic departments under the imme-
diate control and direction of the faculty. Regular instruction will be given on the
subject, and the instructor will have control of all the athletic exercises of the

students.

A labor department will eventually be provided for the benefit of
students who may need that means to pay the expenses of their
education.

Among devotees to the work are the pupils of Laurie Richards
Claggett, the deceased wife of the president of the board of trustees,
Rev. W. H. Claggett, who is one of the chief moving spirits in the
enterprise. It is proposed to endow the musical department of the
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university as a memorial to her, as she was one of the charter mem-
bers and cherished great hopes for that department. As a teacher
of voice culture she had trained hundreds of pupils all over the
country and was affectionately known by them as their ‘‘music
mother.”

Among the subscription features are a dime endowment fund and a
children’s endowment fund, for which latter the children of Texas, as
proposed, are to raise $25,000 by daily contributions of 1 cent a day
each for five years.

The board of trustees comprises the following prominent gentlemen:
Rev. W. H. Claggett, president; Rev. G. T. Storey, vice-president;
Rev. S. J. McMurray, secretary; J. H. Silliman, treasurer; Rev.
French McAfee, Dr. F. C. Stevenson, J. A. Thompson, R. P. Rhea,
John M. McCoy, A. J. Brackenridge, cashier of First National Bank,
Austin, and George T. Reynolds, president First National Bank,
Albany, Tex. ~

Of these, Messrs. Claggett, Brackenridge, Reynolds, McAfee, and
Thompson are members of the Northern Church and the others of the
Southern Church. President Claggett is devoting his entire time to
the work and has heen quite successful in procuring subscriptions.
Among them Mr. S. S. Childs, of New York, subscribes 5,000, and
has been elected one of the trustees. So far about one-third of the
$100,000 required to be raised before a site for the university is
selected has been subscribed, and the projectors of the enterprise are
confident of success. ‘

DANIEL BAKER COLLEGE.

This institution, which is located at Brownwood, and was named in
honor of the great pioneer of the Presbyterian Church in Texas, who
so zealously labored for the establishment of Austin College at Sher-
man, was opened to students in 1889. The founder was Rev. B. T.
McClelland. The principal donors were M. J. Coggin and S. R. Cog-
gin, who jointly donated the ground and most of the money for the
college buildings. Brooke Smith and Harry Ford also donated money
for it. J. C. Weakly contributed work and material, and a large
number of Brownwood citizens contributed according to their means
to the success of the enterprise. The majin building cost $30,000, the
boarding hall 3,800, and the grounds, buildings, apparatus, furniture,
library cabinet, etc., are estimated to be worth $45,000. Dr. McClel-
land, its first and only president, still occupies that position and has
made the school popular and successful.

STUART SEMINARY.

This institution was established in 1853, at Gay Hill, Washington
County, Tex., by the Rev. J. W. Miller, D. D., who was ably and



94 HISTORY OF EDUCATION IN TEXAS,

faithfully assisted by Mrs. R. K. Red. The institution was then known
as Live Oak Seminary. In 1876 the school was moved to Austin, where
a handsome stone building was erected, and the institution continued
to prosper under the management of Mrs. Red, until her death in 1886.
From 1886 to 1888 the school was continued with Miss Lel Red as
principal. In 1888 Rev. J. M. Purcell was elected president of the
institution. In 1893 another large three-story brick building was
erected in addition to other improvements.

The founders of this school devoted their lives to the enterprise.
The education of woman was with them a labor of love, and the
institution is a monument of usefulness in intelligence, refinement,
and culture springing from the grateful hearts of the young women
who have graced its halls and year by year have gone forth from its
academic walks into the practical activities of life among the masses
of the people of Texas.

The property of the school is valued at $20,000.

AUSTIN SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY.

This school was an individual enterprise of Rev. Dr. R. K. Smoot,
pastor of the Southern Presbyterian Church at Austin. It was putinto
operation by him about twenty years ago, and continued till 1895,
when its work was suspended temporarily on account of Dr. Smoot’s
bad health, which has since been restored. Rev. Dr. R. L. Dabney,
.while a professor of the University of Texas, assisted some years in
the work. Dr. Smoot’s object in having the school at Austin was to
afford the students the advantages of academic instruction in the uni-
versity, while pursuing their theological course. It bas a library of
about 3,000 volumes, and property of some $12,000 in value in posses-
sion, and some $30,000 in value in grounds and buildings in contem-
plation. '

TRINITY UNIVERSITY.

Soon after the close of the war between the States the felt need of
an educational institution of high order began to move the members
of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church in Texas. The church in
this State was then organized into three synods, known as the Texas,
the Brazos, and the Colorado. These were moved in 1866, at their fall
annual meeting, to appoint a joint committee to consider the question
of immediately establishing such an institution. A little over a year
elapsed before the committee saw its way clear to take active steps in
the matter.

In December, 1867, therefore, the committee, composed of mem-
bers from each of the synods, held its first meeting in Dallas, Tex. A
report was made to the synods to the effect that the way seemed open
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and the proposition a practical one for the establishment of the desired
school. It was recommended that bids for the location be opened, and
that no place be considered offering a bonus of less than $25,000. The
report was concurred in by each synod and the recommendation
adopted, and another joint committee was appointed to select the
location and to take the necessary steps for starting the institution
into active operation.

Four places—Dallas, Waxahachie, Round Rock, and Tehuacana—
each having raised the prescribed bonus, solicited the location. The
committee visited each place and faithfully considered its respective
advantages, deciding at length upon Tehuacana, Limestone County.
This meeting of the committee at which final action was taken fixing
the location was held at Waco April 20, 1869. As it was in mind to
lay a broad foundation and that the institution should in the end be
a university, the committee unanimously decided upon ‘¢ Trinity Uni-
versity ” as the name of the institution.

The committee reported its action to the synods, with the recom-
mendation that each synod appoint three trustees—Texas Synod the
first three, Brazos the second, and Colorado the third, making a board
of nine trustees for the institution. Vacancies occurring from time to
time were to be filled by the respective synods in the same order. It
was recommended also that the synods raise an annual sum of $4,000
for five years to aid in employing professors, after which it was hoped
that the tuition fees and the interest on accumulated endowment would
be sufficient to run the school. The report of the committee was con-
curred in, and the recommendations were adopted. A building was
improvised, a faculty selected, and the institution began operations in
September, 1869.

The first board of trustees consisted of the following gentlemen, all
members of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church: James M. Love,
D. M. Prendergast, Isaac H. Roberts, J. H. Bell, Dr. J. S. Wills,
H. A. Boyd, D. R. Oliphant, S. B. Campbell, and M. M. Burgess. The
Rev. Dr. T. B. Wilson was first elected as president of the university,
but before the opening of the first session, he finding it necessary to
decline to act, the Rev. W. E. Beeson, D. D., was elected president
and professor of mental and moral sciences. Rev. W. P. Gillespie,
A. M., was appointed professor of ancient languages and literature.
S. Doak Lowry, A. M., Mrs. M. Kate Gillespie, and Mrs. M. E.
Beeson were appointed assistant teachers.

The institution was coeducational from the start. The departments
of literature and music alone were represented the first year. At the
beginning of the second year, 1870-71, a commercial department was
added and the corps of instructors increased by the election of Prof.
D. A. Quaite to the chair of rhetoric and belles-lettres; William Hud-
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son, A. B., professor of penmanship, bookkeeping, and oommerciall\
law; Mrs. E. C. Hamilton, teacher of French and calisthenics; Mrs.:
M. D. Cocke and Mrs. M. C. Cole, assistants in various departments.’

Thus the institution started off as a good college, affording for the
times perhaps about as good facilities for the education of young
men and women as could be found in the State. From time to time]
additional departments were incorporated, and those in operation
strengthened by securing additional teaching force, procuring appa-
ratus and establishing libraries, until first-class college work was done.
The institution as it increased in endowment and strengthened in other
respects took on also some university phases in the establishment of a
law school and a theological department, the latter heing still main-
tained; but emphasis has been put upon maintaining a thorough col-

legiate course, and, with the exception of technical work in theology
and some graduate literary work, the name ‘‘university ” is still a mis-

nomer, and the name Trinity (ollege would better express the char-

acter of the institution.

The present main building of the university was begun in 1872, and"

the buildings when finally completed in the year 1892 presented a
magnificent structure of 27 rooms. The walls are of a species of yel-
low limestone, found in great abundance on Tehuacana Hills in the
immediate neighborhood of the university. The rooms of the build-
ing are large, well-ventilated, and so arranged as to be flooded with
light and even sunshine.

A small dormitory called Divinity Hall, affording rooms for about
20 divinity students, is the only other building now completed belong-
ing to the university. Other buildings, two for dormitories (one for
boys and one for girls), one for library purposes, and another for the
conservatory of music, have heen planned. The present buildings
and grounds cost ahout $75,000, but the present estimated value of
the property is much higher on account of the general appreciation
of property in the State.

In 1880 the trustees reported the institution as having $21,501 of
endowment. This was exclusive of the $25,000 bonus, the latter sum
having chiefly gone into the building and grounds. Only a small part
of the endowment was then productive, viz, $2,146. The endowment
consisted chiefly in lands, estimated at a very low price; a tract of
4,360 acres being estimated at $8,720, or $2 per acre. In 1890 the
total amount of endowment had increased to about $75,000, of which
$29,410.25 was productive. The nonproductive still being in the
form of real estate may, in the end, yield a mmuch larger sum than the
price at which it has all along been estimated, since the estnnate is
very low and the lands somewhat enhanced in value.

The safe conduct of the university through financial crises, the pres-
ervation of its commercial good name, and the gradual increase of its
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property, have been due to the wisdom and efficiency of its board of
trustees, among whom there has never been a serious jar, but on the
contrary great unanimity and cordial cooperation. Capt. T. W. Wade,
the treasurer; Hon. D. M. Prendergast, president of the board, and
Mr. John Karner, deserve special mention. Among those who have
contributed most to its educational work, steadily advanced its curric-
ula, and wisely planned the incorporation of new departments, is to be
mentioned Rev. W. E. Beeson, D. D., for twelve years its efficient
president. Mention is to be made also of Rev. B. G. McLeskey, D. D.,
who succeeded Dr. Beeson, serving two years as president, and who
started the movement for a new building.

Much of the liberalities of the friends of the university, especially
the earlier gifts in the history, went into buildings and their equip-
ments, but in course of time the following amounts have been accu-
mulated and are now productive endowment.

Fqur brothers, Messrs. S. J. T. Johnson, E. W. Johnson, W. D.
Johnson, of Corsicana, and J. M. Johnson, of Hubbard, Tex., together
with their mother, Mrs. M. M. Johnson, gave the sum of 5,000 for
the purpose of endowing the chair of mathematics.

The next amount of productive endowment, $7,176.12, has been
made up by the sale of scholarships and by gifts of small tracts of
land, congregational collections, and individual gifts.

Mr. James Aston, of Farmersville, Tex., gave first and last, $9,217.50,
with which he proposed at least in part to found a chair of theology.
This endowment is connected with the president’s chair, who carries
out the will of the donor by giving the theological students all possi-
ble instruction fitting them for the ministry.

Mr. T. F. Fowler, of Davilla, Tex., left by will to the university
$8,000, the interest from which to be used in the temporal support
of needy young men preparing for the ministry. This amount is well
secured and producing 10 per cent interest, and is exceedingly service-
able in the exact way expressed in the will. The other amounts
stated are well secured at 10 per cent interest.

Rev. R. O. Watkins, of Kemp, Tex., gave and sccured together the
means with which to purchase a dormitory for divinity students. This
Watkins Divinity Hall is now in use and is valued at $1,000.

Mr. William Saunders, of Austin, Tex., gave by will $500, the inter-
est of which is to be used as a prize for the highest proficiency in some
line of work to be designated by the faculty. This $500 is now on
interest at 10 per cent.

Altogether, the productive endowment now possessed by the uni-
versity aggregutes $32,473. The university also owns in unpaid
bequests $10,500 and in real estate, located in different parts of the
State, about 2,500 acres of land estimated to be worth $10,000, or
$45,000 which is nonproductive at present, but will be sold and added

10323—03——17
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to the productive endowment as soon as in the wisdom of the board it
may seem best. Col. John Boyd, a pioneer of the early days of Texas
and a great friend of education, was prominent among those whose
liberality and activity in the matter helped to make up the bonus with
which to locate and found the university.

Dr. J. S. Wills, for some years president of the board of trustees,
gave much of his means and influence to the upbuilding of the institu-
tion. Judge L. B. Prendergast, second president of the board, was an
earnest worker in establishing the university, and Hon. D. M. Prender-
gast, one of its founders, was a most faithful servitor for a great many
years. He was known as a man of wealth, liberal with his means, and
in 1892 was the Prohibition nominee for governor of Texas. Capt.
T. W. Wade, who has been identified with the university from the
start, has given more time and labor to the institution, besides acting
as treasurer, than perhaps anyone connected with it. Mr. John Korner
is also noted for the length and character of his services, and ampong
others who bave done important work in the university’s interests may
be mentioned H. A. Boyd, J. M. Love, and J. H. Roberts.

Rev. W. E. Beeson, first president of the university, was a native
of Virginia, graduated at Cumberland University, Tennessee, and for
eighteen years was president of Chapel Hall College at Daingerfield,
Tex. He spoke of the university as the ‘‘child of God,” and was ever
confident of its success. He died in 1882. His successor, Rev. Ben-
jamin G. McLeskey, was born and educated in Tennessee, and died in
1885. Rev. S. T. Anderson next acted as president one year, when
he resigned and went to California, where he died a few years ago.
Rev. B. D. Cockrill, now president of the university, has contributed
greatly to its success by his faithful and conservative administration.
The average attendance is about 250 students.

With its corps of 15 professors and teachers, its recently increased
and improved apparatus, its buildings, more ample and improved, and
an annually increasing patronage, the university is prepared to do very
efficient work in liberal education. Its prospects were never brighter.
Its entitlement to complete endowment is increasing annually. Its
increasing list of well-equipped men and women in high places of use-
fulness throughout the South and West is one of its recommendations
and one of its sources of encouragement. The work it has done stands
the test to which high and responsible positions in life put it. Its
better equipment promises still better work in future. It has always
held to the doctrine of the necessity of the classical curriculum, and it
does not yet see sufficient reasons for adopting the elective or short
courses of study. It is to be more and more the exponent of thorough
and broad culture. The permanent prosperity and happiness of the
South demand such institutions. It proposes to keep alive and aggres-
sive in its teaching on all social, economic, political, and moral ques-
tions.
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TEXAS FEMALE SEMINARY.

In the year 1887 a number of the prominent citizens of Weather-
ford started a movement for the establishment of a school for girls at
that place. The buildings were erected by private subscription, in
sums ranging from $100 to $800. Among those most active in the
founding of the school were Rev. W. J. Templeton, T. N. Roach,
J. R. Coutts, William H. Eddelman, George P. Levy, Hon. S. W. T.
Lanham, W. T. Ivy, J. L. Hill, J. R. Lewis, and others. The gifts
were in both money and land. On the 6th day of March, 1890, the
institution was chartered by the synod of the Cumberland Presby-
terian Church of Texas, since which time it has heen under the con-
trol of that body. The total estimated value of grounds, buildings,
and equipment is $35,000.

The school for the first year was under the presidency of Rev. J. L.
Dickens, Ph. D.; the second year under Rev. W. B. Farr, D. D.; then
for five years under Rev. J. S. Howard, A. M. Dr. Howard was suc-
ceeded in September, 1897, by Miss Emma Elizabeth McClure.

The school is thoroughly modern in spirit and methods, and invites
critical comparison of its work with that of the best schools of the
country.

ADD-RAN CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY.

In the fall of 1873 Randolph Clark opened the first session of what
was afterwards called Add-Ran College. There were 13 pupils enrolled
the first day. Addison Clark, who remained at Fort Worth to close
the session contracted for there, joined his brother near the close of
the session. A charter was obtained and catalogues published at the
close of the first session. The attendance increased rapidly from the
start, and in a few years the average enrollment was 350. In a few
years new and larger buildings became a necessity. They were under-
taken without a dollar in the pockets of the proprietors, but with an
unshaken faith in the enterprise. A new three-story stone building,
40 by 60 feet, and a wooden building for the primary school, were
erected in 1876-77. A few years after another wing, 60 by 80 feet,
became a necessity, and was built. In the meantime dormitories for
young men and buildings suitable for a home for young ladies were
erected. A beautiful lot was purchased and buildings crected suffi-
cient for 50 or 60 young ladies. This is known as the ‘“ Add Ran
Girls’ Home.” It was presided over first by Mrs. M. E. Taliaffero,
afterwards by Mrs. Wideman. These ladies, with the assistance of
the lady teachers who boarded at the home, made it a truly ideal one.
Improvements and additions, which were very much needed, have since
been made.

In 1890 the proprietors of Add-Ran College made a donation of all
the buildings and property to the Christain Church of Texas. A new
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charter was obtained under the name of Add-Ran Christain University,
and a new board of trustees elected. Hon. J. J. Jarvis, of Fort
Worth, was elected president of the board of trustees. He at once
began the work of erecting a new and large addition to the buildings.
This he put up principally at his own expense. This addition, a four-
story stone, with seven good rooms, is known as the *‘ Jarvis Building.”

The name Add-Ran, it will be noticed, is a combination from the
given names of the Clark brothers.

The institution was originally located as a college at Thorp Spring,
but a few years ago was removed to Waco, ** the central city ” of Texas.
It has succeeded to some indebtedness from the college, which is not
likely to be increased, but rather decreased, as the interest is kept
paid, and as a university its affairs are being conducted on a money-
saving basis. The proceeds of the Thorp Spring property are used
to reduce the college debt. In their report the trustees state:

About $4,000 of new pledges have been secured—more than enough to pay interest
on our debts. We have bequests amounting to about §25,000, and counting the Bible
chair subscriptions we have about $20,000 in pledges. Our lots and salable lands
are valued at about $10,000. About $4,000 has been paid on the Bible chair pledges;
this has heen loaned to the university, for which 10 per cent interest is paid, for the
furtherance of the Bible department. Our Waco buildings, furniture, and campus
are valued at $120,000; the property at Thorp Spring cost about $60,000. Our entire
indebtedness, including that at Thorp Spring and what we owe the Bible college, is
about $30,000. It is our purpose to collect pledges and sell our lands and pay off as
rapidly as possible these debts.

An industrial school and a military school are new features of the
institution. There are post-graduate courses in philosophy, political
science and sociology, pedagogy, history, physics, mathematics, Ger-
man language and literature, Greek language and literature, and Latin
language and literature. Under Chancellor James W. Lowber, since
regent of the post-graduate department, the post-graduate courses were
greatly enlarged so as to add many of the subjects named. That it is
appreciated is evidenced by the fact that graduates are increasing in
that department.

The institution has an average attendance of about 400 students.
Addison Clark, LL. D., is now the president, and J. B. Sweeney,
A. M., Ph. D., chancellor of the university.

CARR-BURDETTE COLLEGE.

The origin of this college, as related by Mrs. O. A. Carr, who with
her husband were its founders, is a lesson in educational enterprise.
Many years ago, as she states:

After a long and arduous term of labor as adjunct professor of English and prin-
cipal of the ladies department of the University of Missouri, my nervous system

broke down and I was compelled to suspend my work. About this time Mr. Carr
was called to preach for the First Christian Church, at Springfield, Mo., and behev-
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‘ng that the altitude of the place would conduce to the restoration of my health, he
accepted the call. Breathing the ozone of the Ozarks and giving myself up com-
pletely to the restoration of my health, I was, at the expiration of about two years,
a new creature. With my returning health my old passion for teaching was awak-
ened, and I determined to renew my professional labors. The question arose,
““Where shall I teach?” The thought came to me like an inspiration: ** Build a
college for girls, consecrate your life to it, and leave it as a bequest to the church.”
I laid the matter before Mr. Carr, telling him of my heart’s desire, and after care-
ful and prayerful consideration we determined to devote the energy of our united
lives to the work. A proposition was submitted while Mr. Carr was in Sherman,
and several other towns were willing to do somcthing handsome to secure the loca-
tion of the college. I came, amused at the idea of locating our life work in semi-
civilized Texas. But I was ignorant of Texas and her marvelous developments, and
of her more marvelous undeveloped resources. She and her good people were a
revelation to me.

We believed that our college located in Texas would redound more to the interests
of the church than if located anywhere else in the Union, as it was more needed
here- than in any other State; and behold, we are in Texas, and in Sherman, and
on the elected site here the foundation is laid broad and deep and strong. To sell
230 lots at $200 each, and to collect the money, was the work to be accomplished in
order to secure the college, a work that demanded enormous courage and indomi-
table will power and persistence. We struck out the word ‘‘fail”’ and all its deriva-
tives from our vorabulary, and addressed ourselves to the task. We traveled in five
different States, and amid the distraction of the most intense political excitement
and under the pressure of the severest financial crisis the country has experienced
since 1837, we completed the sale of the lots after two long years of lahor, worry,
and anxiety inexpressible.

The college building, which is on a campus of 8 acres of ground, is a
handsome 24-story brick, with massive stone foundations. There are
departments of art, elocution, and music, and a gymnasium. The
grounds are valued at about $5,000, and the building and equipments at
about $55,000. After building the college from the proceeds of city
lots, the founders, as originally intended, deeded the grounds and build-
ings to the Christian Church of Texas. The college is already one
of the best-equipped female schools in the Southwest. In the college
announcement it is claimed that on account of milder climatic condi-
tions Northern girls seck Southern colleges for their education. *¢Our
college,” it is added, *‘is just the place for delicate and ambitious
Northern girls. A hearty welcome awaits them.”

WEST TEXAS MILITARY ACADEMY.

This institution was founded in 1893 by the Right Rev. J. S. Johnston,
D.D., bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of San Antonio. Starting with
only 12 scholars, it closed its first year’s work with a total attendance
of 49. During the past three years there has been an attendance of
over 100 cadets each year. This record of growth proves the wisdom
of its founder’s plans, and demonstrates the favor and confidence with
which the institution is regarded.
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The academy is situated in a commanding position on Government
Hill, overlooking the city of San Antonio, on grounds adjoining the
United States military post.

In addition to the handsome and commodlous building in which the
school was opened, the growth of the institution made it necessary to
erect another similar building for schoolrooms and dormitory within
five months from the opening of the academy. The third building
was opened for use in September, 1895. During the same school year
a gymnasium, 70 by 24 feet, was completed, chiefly by the efforts of the
cadets and a few of their friends. In September, 1896, still another
building was occupied for school work, thus making a group of five
buildings well adapted for the purposes intended.

The thoroughness of the instruction which the academy offers is
recognized by well-known higher institutions of learning. The certi-
ficate of the academy is now accepted, instead of entrance examinations,
by the University of the South, at Sewanee, Tenn.; the University of
Missouri; Hobart College, New York; Kenyon College, Ohio; Purdue
and De Pauw universities, Indiana, and the University of Texas.

The registry is represented by students from Arizona, California,
Louisiana, New York, New Mexico, Mississippi, Oklahoma, Texas,
and Mexico. Rev. Allan L. Burleson is the present rector of the
academy.

GRACE HALL AT AUSTIN.

This is an institution founded in Austin in 1897 by the Right Rev.
G. H. Kinsolving, bishop of Texas. It is in the nature of a ‘‘church
house and school for young ladies” attending the university of Texas
and is in charge of Mrs. J. M. Leizewitz, as matron, and under the
general oversight and direction of the bishop. It is notable as an
altruistic conception of the bishop, having regard to its benefits for
girl students generally, whether of his own church or others, or no
denomination, and in that respect is a liberal church movement. The
wisdom of the movement is that it takes practical advantage of the val-
uable equipment and instruction of the State University to build up a
church home school supplementary.to the university without the church
incurring the expense of such instruction and equipment, and by
directing its moral influence in that way the school is not only an
effective church adjunct, but a most desirable annex to the univer-
sity—such, in fact, as might well be established by other churches.

The equipment extends to all that goes to make school life a church
home life, regulated and guided by Christian discipline and super-
vision. The teaching in the hall embraces music, art, and other
departments of education and culture not taught in the university,and -
seeks to supplement in every way needed the best scientific and liter-
ary training to be had in the State.
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There are 26 young ladies in the hall, which is the full number the
present building can accommodate. On the same grounds a handsome
college chapel is now in process of erection. When completed the
entire group of buildings, including the Episcopal residence, will cost
about $100,000. '

S8T. MARY’S HALL, SAN ANTONIO.

This is the title of an Episcopal female college founded in San
Antonio, and the pioneer Protestant institution in that city for the
education of young women. It was as early as 1865 that, through the
instrumentality of Bishop Alexander Gregg, a small school was opened
and placed in charge of Rev. Joseph J. Nicholson. A generous gift
of $10,000 from the late John D. Wolfe enabled the bishop to erect
the building known as Wolfe Hall, and the school, as narrated in a
sketch of it by Miss Florence Wasson—
seemed to be firmly established, only wanting time and patience to bring its noblest
fruition. But alas! the breaking out of cholera in 1866 was the signal for the dis-
persion of the school, and the subsequent failure of the health of Mr. Wagner, then
in charge, rendered it impracticable to reopen the school after the epidemic sub-
sided. In 1875 the Right Rev. R. W. B. Elliott was consecrated missionary bishop of
western Texas, and very early in his episcopate evinced a deep interest in the sub-
ject of Christian education, and urged the matter upon the attention of the church-
men of western Texas. But before the church was able to take any steps to carry
out Bishop Elliott’s recommendations, Miss Philippa Stevenson, in May, 1879,
began a private school for girls with every element of Christian influence that a
private enterprise could exert, and this was really the nucleus around which the
present Episcopal female college formed. Just at this period Bishop Elliott, feeling
the time for the reestablishment of St. Mary’s Hall was at hand, approached Miss
Stevenson on the subject, and in September, 1880, she was formally installed as its
principal.

With a gift of $3,000 from Miss Catharine L. Wolfe, daughter of
Mr. John Wolfe, Bishop Elliott repaired and improved Wolfe Hall,
and paid off a mortgage on it, thus restoring the building to the orig-
inal purpose of its founders. It is a large two-story stone edifice,
especially adapted to a Southern climate, having a south and east
exposure. Large grounds, shaded by trees, enhance its substantial
beauty, as it stands basso-rilievo against the rich green background of
woodland growth. Connected with this building by a corridor is the
boarding department, a beautiful and commodious brick structure cost-
ing $17,500, built in 1890 as a memorial to Bishop Elliott. On the
second floor is Gray Memorial Chapel, furnished by the widow of the
late Rev. George Z. Gray. A stained glass chancel window was con-
tributed by the alumne in memory of Miss Stephenson. Following
her, the successive principals of the school were Miss M. A. Dade, Dr.
John G. Mulholland, and the incumbent, Rev. Wallace Carnahan.

The purpose of St. Mary’s Hall is to produce a symmetrical woman-
hood of the highest type. Not only is the utmost care taken for the
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health and development of the body and the highest culture of the
mind, but the spiritual nature is guarded and trained as the crowning
work of a true education; nor is the cultivation of elegant manners as
an element of womanly influence neglected. As Bishop Johnston has
said of it:

Many a household and community will always be different from what it would
have been, more refined, more cultivated, more influenced by high ideals of right

living, because of the silent work of character building along the lines of church
teaching which has gone on in this Christian school for these eighteen years.

The value of the property of the school is about $40,000.
ST. MARY'S COLLEGE, DALLAS.

This college, which is conducted under the auspices of the Protes-
tant Episcopal Church, was founded by the Right Rev. Alexander C.
Garrett, D. D., missionary bishop of northern Texas, which has now
become the diocese of Dallas.

Ground for the foundation of the college was broken September 10,
1884, and the school was opened September 10, 1889, with Miss Nan-
nie Warden as principal, who served one year. In September, 1890,
Miss Maria K. Torbert was appointed principal by the bishop, and the
college has continued under her eflicient care to the present time. The
money invested for the establishment of the institution was raised by
Bishop Garrett from many people. The college has no endowment
fund, but the value of the property is estimated at $100,000.

The school has a large attendance of young ladies, some of them
from other States.

A new huilding, Graff Hall, has recently been erected in memory
of Mrs. Elizabeth M. Graff, of Philadelphia, who was a generous friend
of the college. It affords greatly improved facilities for the study of
music and the fine arts.

The degree of M. A. is conferred upon those who, having completed
the prescribed course for the degree of B. A., can also pass examina-
tions in the electives set down therein.

The degree of B. S. is conferred upon those who, having completed
the prescribed course for the degree of B. A., can also pass the
necessary examinations in German and in advanced work in the natural
sciences (four electives required)—astronomy, chemistry, physics,
geology, general biology, botany, zoology, physiology, and physiog-
raphy.

The religious instruction is in charge of the bishop of Dallas, who
will meet the students at stated times for special instruction, and
under his direction there is systematic study of the Holy Scriptures
and church history.
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TEXAS MILITARY INSTITUTE.

This institution was first opened in Bastrop, by Col. John G. James,
under the name of the Bastrop Military Institute, but was moved to
Austin under the present name June 10, 1870, and remained in opera-
tion there till June, 1879. In September, 1897, the school was
reopened at Llano in its present buildings and under its present
management. At Austin it had over 100 students with every pros-
pect of continued success, when is collapse resulted from the State
establishing the Agricultural and Mechanical College at Bryan, with
the military feature and the advantage of free tuition. Colonel James,
who, with his brother, F. W. James, founded the institute at Bastrop,
and was its superintendent from its inception, was subsequently elected
president of the college at Bryan.

The site of the school at Austin, on which still stands the main
institute building, an imposing castellated structure, is on an elevated
plateau of some 30 acres of ground purchased from Mr. James H.
Raymond, and as now embraced in the city’s limits is very valuable.
This property has passed into private hands. The Centenary College
plant at Lampasay was offered for the reestablishment of the institute
but was not deemed so eligible as the outfit at Llano, embracing 18
acres of land and the use of suitable buildings.

The institute is not strictly a sectarian school, being patronized by
all denominations, but the main promoters in establishing it were
prominent men of the Episcopal Church, among them Col. E. J. Mas-
sey, Col. C. F. Austin, Capt. A. N. Leitnaker, and the president, Rev.
Charles P. Dorset. Bishop Kinsolving and Rector T. B. Lee, of
Austin, have also warmly befriended the enterprise. The attendance
of students at its rebirth was small, but the matriculates have materi-
ally increased each session.

Following is the organization of government of the school: Presi-
dent, Rev. C. P. Dorset; chief of staff, Col. C. F. Austin; comman-
dant, Maj. P. B. Bittle; treasurer, Capt. A. N. Leitnaker, Austin, Tex.

The main building was erected and furnished for a first-class hotel,
and was for five years used as such. It is built of brick and red gran-
ite, is 150 feet long by 100 feet in width and three full stories in
height. It has also anannex 40 feet square, which is used as a kitchen
and power house.

The gymnasium and armory, situated across the street from the
main building, is a building 60 by 120 feet, well constructed of brick
and blue granite. It affords an abundance of room for all general
gutherings, amusements, military calisthenics, and indoor drill. A
staircase at each end leads to a broad inside gallery which affords
abundant accommodation for spectators.
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OTHER CHURCH SCHOOLS.

Central College, at Sulphur Springs, was chartered in 1883, under
direction of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. Rev. J. W.
Adkisson was the first and J. J. Squires is the present principal.
The attendance of students ranges from 150 to 200. Value of prop-
erty, $20.000.

Centenary College, at Lampasas, was chartered in 1884 under the
auspices of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. Revs. Marshall
Mecllhany and Henry A. Hayes were the successive principals. It
ceased operations some years ago, and the property was offered, but
not accepted, for the Texas Military Institute, since located at Llano.
It consists of two three-story frame buildings, each 60 by 100 feet,
and 40 acres of ground.

Granbury College, at Granbury, was chartered by the Methodist
Episcopal Church, South, in 1873. The first principal was Rev. W. P.
Wilson, the incumbent is Prof. E. P. Williams. - Attendance of stu-
dents about 150. Value of property, $15,000.

Simmons College, at Abilene, was chartered as a Baptist institution
in 1891. It has about 100 students. Rev. W. C. Friley was the first
and George O. Thacher is the incumbent principal. Value of prop-
erty, $25,000.

Carlton College, at Bonham, is a female school operated under the
influences of the Christian Church since 1867. It has an attendance
of over 100 students and property valued at about $10,000.

Chapel Hill Female College, at Chapel Hill, was chartered in 1851
as a Methodist school. The principal is Rev. S. M. Godbey, and it
has an attendance of about 100 students. Value of property, $12,000.
An act has been introduced in the legislature to consolidate it and the
property of the old Soule University, under the name of the Chapel

Hill Female College.

Glen Rose Collegiate Institute, at Glen Rose, was chartered in 1889,
under the direction of the Presbyterian Church. It has an attendance
of about 200 students. Prof. W. A. Bolles was the first and Prof.
O. E. Arbuckle is the present principal. Value of property, about
$10,000.

Northwest Texas Baptist College, at Decatur, was first operated
under its charter in 1893. A. J. Emerson was the first and is still the
president of the college. The attendance of students ranges from
about 150 to 200. Value of the property, about $40,000.

CATHOLIC INSTITUTIONS.

The diocese of San Antonio (Diocesis Sancti Antonii) is the most
interesting in the history of the Catholic Church in Texas. The mis-
sions, as constructed by the Jesuits for the joint purposes of churches,
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schools, habitations, and fortifications, all combined in each structure,
still exist in their outlines as so many lasting monuments of the annals
and achievements of the Church, begun more than two centuries ago,
in the work of civilization and Christianization of the Indians. That
they were not more successful is no fault in their zeal and labor and
great sacrifices in behalf of a heathen and barbarous people. Asa
writer of the history of the Church has expressed it—

One is amazed as he views the massive structures and the crumbling ruins which
constitute the celebrated Texas Franciscan missions. We look in vain elsewhere
within the limits of the United States and of Canada for buildings of such peculiar
architecture. New England has nothing equal to them to commemorate the passing
of the Pilgrim and the Puritan. The battlements, round towers, and odd buildings
of Quebec and Montreal fall almost into insignificance when compared with the
churches and monasteries of the Franciscan friars in Texas. And naught but a
great spirit of self-sacrifice could have erected to the living God piles of such endur-
ing nature.

Hardly less remarkable are the great acequias, and reservoirs con-
nected by them with the hundreds of magnificent springs which form
the unfailing source of the beautiful river which rises near the city.
These primitive but remarkable aqueducts, and the missions-—all the
work, doubtless, of the converted Indians, as directed by the engi-
neering skill of the Franciscans—constitute San Antonio one of the
quaintest, as it certainly is one of the most picturesque and inter-
esting, cities in the whole country. It was, indeed, an ideal spot for
the work for which it was selected by the missionaries, and naturally
its selection has made it the nucleus, as a great inspiring center, for
the continuous work of the Church, including the establishment of
educational as well as church institutions, which, with the Catholics
especially, go hand in hand from the parochial schools to the higher
means of education.

ST. MARY'S COLLEGE, AT SAN ANTONIO.

This well-established institution of learning of the Catholic Church
was founded in 1852 in San Antonio, and numbers among its grad-
uates thousands of good men in all sections of Texas and Mexico. As
claimed in an authorized publication of the Church—

Its history, like that of most of the Catholic institutions of the country, is one of
humble beginning and gradual development under the protection of Providence,
amid trials and sacrifices, unaided by State or private help, to a position of educa-
tional equality with other similar institutions which flourish through encouragement
by generous donations and munificent endowments.

How Bishop Odin and others finally accomplished its establishment,
after great efforts and sacrifices, is most interestingly recited in the
publication referred to, and so instructively as to the difficulties of
such undertakings as to invite reproduction here of much of the nar-
rative as an illustration generally of such experiences in behalf of the
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Church. The book from which the writer has gleaned most of the
other information as to the Catholic schools in the State is a compilation
of church history recently published by Carrico & Bowen, of San
Antonio. The narrative as to St. Mary’s College is as follows:

It was early in the year 1852 that the Rt. Rev. J. M. Odin, of saintly memory,
undertook a fatiguing journey to France to solicit missionary aid for his extensive
diocese, which then embraced nearly the whole of Texas. Brothers Nicholas,
Koenig, Lineaux, and Mauclere were placed at his disposal. In May, 1852, they
arrived in San Antonio, and without delay entered upon their new career. They
applied to the Reverend Calvo, a Lazarist father, who then ministered to the only
Catholic parish in the city. The reverend father accorded them every mark of
interest and courtesy, treated them hospitably, and aided them in their preparations
to open a school. This school was located on the west side of Military Plaza, where
some years later Mr. Guerguin conducted his well-known Monte Pio. A room was
rented on the second floor of a livery stable, crude school furniture improvised, and
in September of the same year a boarding and day school was opened under the
name of ‘‘St. Mary’s School.”” This nucleus of the present St. Mary’s College was
taught by Brother Edel, director, assisted by Brothers Koenig and Lineaux, Mr.
O’ Neil, and a novice of the order, who, however, died before the close of the year.
Among the first boarders were Mr. Doyle, who soon afterwards became associated
with the school as an instructor; John and William Wallace, the former of whom
also was later connected with the school as a teacher, and subsequently joined the
Confederate army. R. and G. Pereida and the Flores brothers are remembered to
have attended at this time as day scholars. The community of brothers and boarders
resided in an humble adobe house at the corner of South Laredo and West Commerce
streets.

The visible blessing of God accompanied the labors of the brothers, as was seen
by the liberal patronage accorded the school; in fact, the increase of boarders and
the attendance of day scholars were so encouraging that soon after the opening of
the second session it was evident that more ample accommodations would be required.
Accordingly, in November, 1853, the school and residence, which till then had been
separate, were joined and transferred to the present site of the institution—the
original building. a stone structure, 60 by 80 feet, and two stories high, now form-
ing the central part of the enlarged building fronting College street, then known as
Water street. At the close of the session of 1854-55 the attendance of the school
was 150 pupils, 40 of whom were boarders.

About this time the genial Mr. Boyle became connected with the growing institu-
tion. He is fondly remembered by his fellow-teachers and the old pupils for his
devotedness and his ability as an instructor. Rev. Father Sped, also an energetic
priest of the diocese, who had come to this country with Rev. Parisof, O. M. 1., took
an active interest in the school about this time by volunteering his time and services in
teaching. In consequence of thisincrease in the corps of teachers and the systematic
instruction, the improvement of gradation in studies and proper classification of
pupils were made possible, and the object of the brothers to elevate the standard of
the school to the rank of a college could gradually be accomplished. When, in 1859,
Brother J. Moore, a thorough scholar and an accomplished educator, became con-
nected with the school, its ascendency received an additional impetus. It wasabout
this time that James and Bryan Callaghan, Anton Adam, B. Mauermann, H. Elmen-
dorff, C. F. Kleine, A. Biesenbach, A. and E. Steves, and others who afterwards
attained recognition in administrative positions or became prominent citizens of San
Antonio, attended St. Mary’s.

Brother Edel, whose untiring energy was the mainspring in this gratifying progress
of the school, prudently foresaw the future possibilities, and took measures for
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increased accommodations. A spacious kitchen, a dining room, and storerooms
were annexed. These were substantially built of lime rock found in the quarries
north of the city. The material is soft and white when quarried, but by exposure
to the atmosphere becomes somewhat dark and considerably harder. At that period
it was almost exclusively employed in San Antonio as a building material in the
erection of large edifices.

Now came the war, and with it general depression in the South, affecting all
departments of industry and trade, and school interests as well. Much difficulty
was often experienced in procuring food and school materials. However, teachers
were exempt from conscription, and when San Antonio was under martial law, with
General Bee commanding, the school enjoyed certain privileges.

In 1866 Brother Edel, on account of declining health, was retired, at his request,
from the arduous cares of the directorship, and Brother Charles Francis was
appointed his successor. Shortly after the opening of the session in the fall of 1866
San Antonio was visited by the cholera. The municipal authorities ordered all pub-
lic and private schools to be closed indefinitely. The day scholars were accord-
ingly dismissed from St. Mary’s, but the boarders remained, and instruction was
regularly continued for them. The epidemic was quite virulent and fatal, the death
rate frequently reaching 90 victims per day. By the prompt and rigid enforce-
ment of sanitary measures, and the regulation of diet, under the direction of Dr.
Cupples, who acted in the capacity of physician to 8t. Mary’s, the school enjoyed
immunity from the scourge, there being, during its entire continnance of two months,
only one pupil who suffered a slight prostration—the son of Gieneral Escobeda.
After the expiration of six weeks the schools were reopened, and from this period
St. Mary’s enjoyed an interval of long-continued prosperity, with a constantly
increasing patronage. Bishop Pellicer took great interest in the school and gave it
liberal encouragement. :

In the fall of 1874 S8an Antonio became the see of a bishop. Episcopal residence
being the rectory of St. Mary’s Church, his lordship Bishop Pellicer soon became
intimate with the brothers. He took great interest in the well-being of the school,
gave it liberal encouragement, and frequently associated with the brothers in con-
versation and recreation.

In 1875 it was again found necessary to make additions to the buildings. The vigit
of the Very Rev. Joseph Simler, who was commissioned by the general administra-
tion of the order as visitor extraordinary to the American province, greatly aided
the expedition of the new and extensive constructions, and, in fact, in modernizing
the whole situation. The very reverend visitor took an absorbing interest in the prog-
ress of the school, gave wise suggestions for the improvement of the department of
instruction, and caused the institution of the sodalities of the Immaculate Concep-
tion and the Holy Angels, of which F. J. Bowen and F. Corbett were, respectively,
the first presidents. He further obtained all necessary authorization to erect a three-
story building to contain class rooms, dormitories, an exhibition hall, infirmary,
dining halls, etc. The work was begun without delay and completed during the
session of 1876-77. No railroad had up to this period reached San Antonio; hence
considerable delay was experienced in obtaining the building material, the main por-
tion of which came from Mobile, Ala., being transported to the city from Galveston
by mule and ox trains. The arrival of this old-fashioned wagon train, consisting
of about 20 wagons, each drawn by a dozen mules or as many oxen, and a reserve
drove of the animals, encamping on the college grounds, presented a novel appear-
ance. Previous to the advent of railroads this primitive caravan method of transpor-
tation was a familiar sight in this section of the country, while passenger travel was
carried on by means of the stagecoach. There was, of course, less expedition in
those days in leaving college after commencement day than there is at present. It
frequently required several weeks before pupils could make favorable connections;
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hence they left very gradually, and ordinarily from 15 to 25, living in distant parts
of the State or Mexico, were retained at the school during vacation.

In 1877, the Galveston, Harrisburg and San Antonio Railroad having reached the
“Alamo City,”’ the influence of the improvement in travel was soon felt at the school
by an increased influx of boarding pupils. Intercourse with the mother house, in
Ohio, also became more frequent. A number of brothers were regularly sent to the
North for the annual retreat; others came to replace these, and the benefit accruing
to the school by contact with Northern customs and methods soon became evident.
The inspector of schools, who heretofore came to San Antonio at intervals of several
years only, was now enabled to make annual visits.

In 1881 Brother Charles Francis, who had successfully governed the school through
a trying period extending over fifteen successive years, in the course of which time
it was fully transformed and chartered as a college during his administration, was
succeeded by Rev. Francis Feith, whose administrative qualities had been satisfac-
torily proven during his directorship at St. Mary’s College, Dayton, Ohio. Rev.
Feith’s career was especially characterized by a paternal solicitude for the well-being
of the faculty and pupils. His unobtrusive labors, affability, and gentleness of man-
ner gained him the esteem, love, and confidence of all with whom his labors brought
him in contact. It was during his administration that the movement to transfer the
boarding department to the suburbs of the city began to receive serious consideration.
Situated in the center of the city, St. Mary’s was now becoming surrounded by large
edifices; the annoyances and distractions incident to a thriving metropolis were
seriously felt; the accommodations in the buildings and on the premises were inade-
quate, and hence it was deemed opportune to erect a new boarding school. The
movement obtained an additional impetus when the Very Rev. L. Beck became pro-
vincial of the Brothers of Mary in America. His practical knowledge of architecture
an‘l finances qualified him to undertake this work, which, in his hands and under
his personal direction, hasresulted in the erection of a boarding school commensurate
in proportion and completeness with the best modern institutions of its kind in the
State. :

In 1892 the hierarchy of the United States decided to have an educational exhibit
at the World’s Columbian Exposition to show what the Catholics in this country are
doing for education. The institutions of the Brothers of Mary throughout the States
responded generously to the invitation to prepare specimens of school work for the
exhibit. Previous to this St. Mary’s.College had obtained diplomas and silver and
gold medals for the excellence of school work exhibited at more than a dozen State
and international fairs held at San Antonio. An elaborate exhibit was now pre-
pared and sent to the great exposition. 1n due time the cheering news arrived that
St. Mary’s College was awarded a diploma and gold medal by the directors of the
World’s Fair for the general excellence of its exhibit.

Rev. Father Feith, who had untiringly labored for the ascendency of St. Mary’s,
and especially for the erection of the new boarding school, was not destined to wit-
ness the completion of the latter. In July, 1893, he received his appointment as
chaplain of St. Louis College, Honolulu, Hawaiian Islands, and on the following
August 22 he bade adieu to his beloved community and cherished friends in San
Antonio to await a fraternal welcome by his confréres on the far-distant Pacific. On
the evening of the same day ground was broken for the erection of St. Louis Col-
lege—a harvest of St. Mary’s.

At the close of the session in June, 1894, the boarders hade final farewell to old
St. Mary’s, as it was then known that the new St. Louis College would be ready for
occupancy at the opening of the next session. Brother John Wolf was appointed
first president of the new institution, being succeeded at St. Mary’s, which now
became a day school exclusively, by Brother John Bumeder, who had been con-
nected with the school for several years as teacher of the graduating class.
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At present St. Mary's consists of nine classes, representing primary, grainmar, com-
mercial, and graduating departments. The instruction is literary, scientific, and
commercial; ancient and modern languages, music, typewriting, phonography, and
telegraphy are taught. There are 14 brothers and an attendance of 325 pupils.

8T. LOUIS COLLEGE, S8AN ANTONIO.

The erection of this institution was prompted by a desire on the part
of the Brothers of Mary to offer superior educational facilities to the
yvouth of the South, and, as an outgrowth of old St. Mary’s, it has
been in successful operation in San Antonio since 1852, but was not
projected as St. Louis College till 1893, when the corner stone was
laid by the Right Rev. Bishop Neraz, and the school was opened the
year following, with Brother John Wolf as its first president. It is
situated 1 mile beyond the corporate limits of San Antonio, at the
suburban terminus of the West End Electric Street Railway—suffi-
ciently distant from the city for quiet, undisturbed application to
study, yet near enough to enjoy all the advantages of the flourishing
historic metropolis of the Lone Star State.

The institution, provided with all modern improvements for health
and comfort, occupies a commanding position on a plateau 150 fect
~above the city. The college property contains 75 acres of land,
furnishing ample space for outdoor exercise.

The aim of St. Louis College is to impart a Christian education.
The curriculum comprises a complete course of collegiate studies, a
thorough commercial training, ancient and modern languages, type-
writing, shorthand, telegraphy, music, and art in all their departments.

The attendance is from all parts of Texas, Mexico, and the North.
The institution has a capacity for 150 pupils, the personnel at present
consisting of 22 brothers and 80 boarders and day scholars. It is an
incorporated institution, having power to confer all the degrees usually
conferred by colleges.

ST. EDWARD'S COLLEGE, AUSTIN.

Like most of the prominent educational institutions of this country
and Europe, St. Edward’s sprang from an humble beginning, and has
attained a phenomenal growth by gradual and natural expansion. It
successfully filled a want and bas been appreciated accordingly. The
aim of the institution from the start was simple and practical, to give
students a thorough business and moral training, to form their char-
acter, to develop a well-balanced mind in a sound hody; in a word, to
prepare them for success in life and to make them Christian gentlemen.

The college was founded and conducted by members of the congre-
gation of the Holy Cross from the University of Notre Dame, Indi-
ana. A small school, which was placed under the direction of Rev.
Daniel J. Spillard, was opened in 1881, at the instance of Mrs. Mary
Doyle, owner of the property on which the schoolhouse was built.
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In her will Mrs. Doyle bequeathed about 400 acres of land on condi-
tion that a college be erected and kept open on that property or on the
100 acres adjoining, and the latter accordingly was purchased as the
site for the college at $50 an acre.

‘The attendance of students gradually increased, and in 1883 and
1884 the huildings were enlarged by the Rev. P. J. Franciscus, who
succeeded Rev. Father Spillard in the management of the school. In
1885 a college charter was granted by the legislature empowering St.
Edward’s College to confer degrees in arts, literature, science, and
letters, and in 1886 the Rev. P. J. Hurth, C. S. C. (since Bishop
Hurth), who until then had been vice-president and director of studies,
succecded Rev. Father Franciscus as president, with Rev. John B.
Scheier, C. S. (., as vice-president and prefect of discipline, and the
Rev. Willium Ollmert, C. S. C., as director of studies.

During the first year of Rev. Father Hurth’s management the
attendance was nearly doubled, and in 1886-87 the building was so
crowded in every department that the need of increased space and
accommodations was urgently felt. A larger and more commodious
college building was deemed a necessity, and in September, 1858, the
corner stone of the present splendid main building of the college was
laid with impressive ceremonies. Among those in attendance were
Governor Ross and family, State Treasurer Francis E. Lubbock, the
Hon. John M. Moore, secretary of State, and many other civil funec-
tionaries and distinguished visitors. The Hon. John M. Moore deliv-
ered the oration of the day. In October, 1889, the building was
complete and ready for occupancy, and the dedicatory ceremonies took
place on the 10th of October, that year, with addresses by Rev. Pres-
ident Hurth, Ex-Governor Lubbock, and Mr. Clarence H. Miller, of
the Austin bar.

The new building is of white limestone, broken ashler, four stories
high, with slated roof. The style is modern Gothic. Two wings, at
right angles with the center building, and a projecting central tower
for the main stairway, give the general outline of the letter E.  The
central building, 180 fcet long by 66 fect wide, with the wings 85 by
50, give a total frontage of 280 feet and a depth of 84 feet, and, as
lately completed, cost $85,000.

Other improvements have been gradually introduced as circum-
stances permitted. Notwithstanding the financial stringency during
the past years, an artesian well has been bored (2,053 feet in depth); a
gymnasium hall, 100 by 40 feet, and two stories high, has been erected;
complete sets of physical and chemical apparatus have been put in;
two reading rooms have been set apart and furnished for the use of
the students; the entire main building has been heated by steam, sup-
plied with water from the artesian well, and furnished throughout
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with electric lights. An exhibition hall, 100 feet long, 40 feet wide,
and 20 feet high, was erected last year, entirely through the generous
donations of kind friends, who come in great number to the college
entertainments. .

The mineral water from the artesian well, which was provided at an
expense'of $12,000, has been utilized by the construction of a natato-
rium 42 by 23 feet, in addition to the bathrooms, which are supplied
with hot and cold water. The water of the well is potable, and as
analyzed, contains only forty-seven one-hundredths of a grain of insol-
uble residue to the gallon—an ideally pure water, with therapeutic
qualities superior to most of the mineral wells in this country and
Europe.

In 1895, the able and highly esteemed president of St. Edwards Col-
lege, the Rev. P. J. Hurth, during whose management the college
had made such rapid progress and witnessed so many improvements—
the attendance having gradually increased from 40 to 225 students—
was called to another and higher field of labor as Bishop of Dacca, in
Eastern Bengal. He wassucceeded by the Rev. E. P. Murphy, C. S. C.,
for one term, followed by the present incumbent, the Rev. P. P. Klein,
C. 8. C., in September, 1895. During Rev. Father Klein’s adminis-
tration a large and handsome addition has been made to the main build-
ing of the college at a cost of $25,000; an exhibition hall was built; a
gymnasium is in course of erection, and minor improvements have
been made. ’

The value of the property of the college, including the grounds and
main building, is about $150,000.

URSULINE ACADEMY, GALVESTON.

This institution, the oldest of its kind in Texas, was founded under
the auspices of the Ursuline Convent, of New Orleans, January 19,
1847, at the earnest solicitation of Rt. Rev. J. M. Odin, who was then
Bishop of Galveston, and chartered under the title of ‘‘Ursuline
Academy.” It is empowered to confer degrees and grant diplomas,
and during the past half a century has sent thousands of young maidens
from its portals, and many a bright home throughout the country
attests the influence and proficiency of its teachers.

The course of study, commencing in the junior department with a
kindergarten, and concluding in the senior with the highest branches
of a collegiate course, is systematic and thorough, embracing all that
could be desired for the highest culture. The classes are divided
into departments, and each department is subdivided into first and
second sections. The grading of the several classes receives careful
attention, and the pupils are placed and promoted according to progress
and ability.

10323—03——s8
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The institution has never received endowments but has occasionally
been favored with gifts from friends and relatives of the community.
Its only sources of revenue are the board and tuition of the pupils.

The general average of boarding pupils has remained about the
same for several years (in consequence, no doubt, of the multiplication
of boarding schools in the vicinity) but the attendance at the select
day school and kindergarten department is annually augmenting.

During the first quarter century of its existence the convent and
academy were efficiently presided over by three saintly women, who
have long since gone to their reward, viz, Mother St. Arsene Blin,
Mother St. Chantal White, and Mother St. Pierre Harrington. The
last-named superioress rendered signal service to the island city dur-
ing the crucial period of the civil war by converting her academy into
a hospital for the sick and wounded soldiers.

During the past twenty-seven ‘years the institution has been most
ably directed by three other noble women who are still actively
engaged in promoting the grand cause of education—Mother St.
Augustin De Lassaulx, Mother St. Agnes McClellan, and Mother
Mary Joseph Dallmer. The present estimable superioress is Mother
St. Agnes McClellan, who has exercised the duties of superioress or
of assistant and treasurer for the past twenty-five years.

URSULINE ACADEMY, BAN ANTONIO.

The Ursuline Academy, founded in 1851, in San Antonio, was the
first school opened in that city and the second in the State for the
education of young girls, both rich and poor.

Bishop Odin, when making his pastoral visit, saw the want of such
an institution and at once applied to the famous old Ursuline Convent,
of New Orleans, for sisters. The community graciously acceded to his
request and selected for the new establishment Sister St. Marie
Trouard, superioress, and Sister St. Antoine Monaghan, assistant;
also Sisters Alexis and Isidore, lay sisters. The party, accompanied
by Father Chambodut, left New Orleans September 7, 1857, and
arrived in Galveston September 10.

They were received with open arms by their sisters of that city,
who endeavored by their affectionate attentions to make them forget
the poverty of their surroundings, and, notwithstanding the struggling
condition of the community, it had the generosity to cede three of its
members—Sister St. Mary Winship, Sister St. Angela Noyer, and Sis-
ter St. Augustin Melton. After a short stay of twenty-four hours
the travelers again set out, accompanied this time by Father Dubuis,
the parish priest of Castroville, who had come to Galveston to take
the sisters to San Antonio.

The journey by stage was a fatiguing and painful one, indeed; and
those who make it at the present day, with all modern appliances of
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travel, can not realize what it was in 1851. The party had not pro-
ceeded far when they encountered a fearful storm, which obliged them
to leave the stage and take shelter in a poor hut on the roadside. The
owner, a good old woman, had the charity to dry their habits and to
hang a quilt at the entrance, for there was no door. The storm hav-
ing abated, they resumed their journey, and the thought of soon arriv-
ing at their destination helped them to bear its hardships, which were
many and great. At last, after much rough riding, borne with hilar-
ity, they arrived at San Antonio at 10.30 p. m. September 14, and
took possession of their house by moonlight. The house had been
purchased for them by Bishop Odin. It could not have been poorer
nor smaller, and though prepared for privations, those which awaited
them surpassed any they could have imagined.

Overcome by fatigue and famished with thirst, they rejoiced that
they had arrived at night, thinking they could rest; but all thought of
repose vanished at the sight of the chamber which was to serve as a
dormitory. It was wanting in everything except spiders and scorpions,
and of these there was no scarcity. The former had festooned the
walls and ceiling with their webs, while the latter, as if resenting the
intrusion, were running about in every direction.

All sorely besetting discomfitures were finally overcome, mainly
through the good offices of Father Dubuis, whose purse, time, and
energies were most faithfully devoted to the work, and on the 3d of
November every room in the convent was crowded with pupils, the
Misses Meade, daughters of General Meade, being among the first
received, followed by others of prominent American and Mexican
parentage. Among the latter were the daughters of Governor Madero,
the Misses Carvajal, daughters of General Carvajal, of Revolutionary
fame; the Misses Flores, Delavigne, and Garcia. Ata later period the
daughters of Senator Canales, of Minister Ramos, and of Don Augustin
Ballesteros, a wealthy Spaniard, whose eldest daughter is the present
Marquesa del Valle de la Colina, and who, from her far-off home in
the Spanish capital, still remembers with affection her religious teachers
in San Antonio.

During the war the sisters had $14,000 in Confederate money, which
sum comprised all their fortune and was the result of years of economy
and sacrifice. All would have been lost but for the kindness of Mr.
Madero, late governor of Saltillo; he took the money, disposed of it
most advantageously, and supplied the sisters and pupils with com-
modities from Mexico, and at the close of the war returned the balance
in sound money, with an additional $200 from his own pocket.

As the attendance increased a new building became necessary, and
in September, 1866, the corner stone of the present spacious and com-
modious structure was laid by Bishop Dubuis. In January following
he laid the first stone of the new chapel; and finally, through the efforts
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of the chaplain, the late Rev. E. M. Buffard, who not only directed
the workmen, but assisted them with his own hands, the academy and
chapel were finished at a cost of $50,000. The entire property of the
.convent may be cstimated at a value of about $200,000.

In 1883 the institution was chartered under the title of ‘‘ The Ursu-
line Academy,” with power to confer diplomas. The same year, on
the occasion of the consecration of Bishop Nevaz, the sisters had the
honor of entertaining six bishops and fifty priests—an event unprece-
dented in the annals of any other convent in Texas. In 1896 the
apostolic delegate, Cardinal Satolli, was received by the Ursulines in
their hall, which was beautifully draped in the Cardinal’s colom min-
gled w1th those of the Pope and the Union.

Mother Marie Trouard, the foundress and first superior, died in 1866,
after a life adorned with every Christian and religious virtue. She
was succeeded in her charge as superior by Mother M. Eulalie, a mem-
ber of the community of New Orleans, who survived but a few years.
The burden of superiority next devolved upon Mother de Chantal
White. Before her term had expired she returned to her community
in Canada, whence she had come nineteen years before. Mother M.
Madeliene de la Garza succeeded her, and has been periodically relieved
in office by Mother M. Xavier Melton, Mother M. Isabel Wenzel, and
Mother M. Ursula Hudson.

ST. MARY’S ACADEMY, AUSTIN.

This institution was chartered in 1866 and first operated in 1875.
The first principal was Sister Mary Mildred, C. S. C., and the incum-
bent is Sister Mary De Pazzi, C. S. C. The general attendance is
about 250 students. Value of grounds and buildings $100,000, and of
apparatus and library $10,000. The school building is a very large
and elegantly furnished structure erected in the center of an entire
block of ground and occupying the most commanding site in Austin.

SCHOOLS FOR COLORED STUDENTS.

Texas, like other States, has her public free schools for the education
of colored youth, and besides has provided Prairie View Normal, near
Hempstead, for the more advanced education and training of colored
teachers, but has not yet established the colored university contem-
plated by the State constitution. In the meanwhile missionary associa-
tions of various churches have been actively at work ever since the
war not only in aiding the negroes to build churches, but also in pro-
viding for them higher institutions of learning, for which the funds
have come mainly from Northern sources, as will be seen from the
sketches here presented. As a rule, the colored schools are better
attended and more flourishing where they have the immediate advan-
tage of a dense local population of colored people, largely as a matter
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of convenience in attending the schools, and because so many colored
parents have no means for sending their children from home to be
educated.

BISHOP COLLEGE AT MARSHALL.

This school, which is located at Marshall, had its origin in 1881 in
the practical benevolence of Nathan Bishop, LL. D., of New York.
He had proposed to found a college for the education of the colored
people west of the Mississippi River, and offered his gifts to the
American Baptist Home Mission Society for that purpose. Hisdeath
before his plan was executed did not defeat it, for his equally benevo-
lent wife soon presented the society with $10,000 to found the school.
Dr. Bishop’s noble spirit was shown by his own words:

I expect to stand side by side with these freedmen in the day of judgment, and I
am determined to be prepared for the meeting.

Rev. S. W. Marston, who was then the society’s superintendent of
education, was charged with the duty of locating the school. The
money ($5,000) to purchase a site for the college and put it in repair
was raised among the colored people. Under the first president, Rev.
S. W. Culver (1881 to 1891), a substantial three-story brick building
was erected, costing $16,000. It is now called Marston Hall, and
accommodates 60 boys. He also built a four-story brick building,
Bishop Hall, costing $20,000, now used as a dormitory, accommodating
80 girls.

During the presidency of Dr. Culver’s successor, Rev. N. Wolver-
ton (1891-1898), a four-story brick school building, Morehouse Hall,
was erected, containing chapel, library, class rooms, and president’s
office, at a cost of $31,000, of which Mrs. Bishop gave $10,000. It is
heated with steam and is a very substantial building. President Wol-
verton also raised funds for a manual-training department and erected
for it a substantial three-story brick shop, 34 by 80 feet, at a cost of
$4,000, and secured for it about $5,000 worth of machinery and tools,
all first class. The campus was enlarged to 22 acres by purchase of
adjacent property, for which William A. Cauldwell, of New York,
gave $5,000. This made $81,000 invested in the college property,
besides a laundry building and a boiler house, both of brick, and
other small buildings. The property is now worth, all told, $100,000,
and is entirely free from debt. ,

In the purely educational side of the work, and for which all the
rest exists, the institution carries on: (1) A graded-school department,
embracing both primary and grammar schools, which constitute a
training school for normal work; (2) an academic department which,
with a four-years’ course, prepares for the college and for the normal
and theological departments; (3) a collegiate department; (4) a normal
department, and (5) a theological department, the last having a three-
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years’ course of study. There are 13 members of the faculty, includ-
ing 10 white teachers from the North. Albert Loughridge, A. M.,
is president of the college. The enrollment for a number of years
has ranged from 200 to about 350 students.

The Home Mission Society appropriates from $6,000 to $8,000
annually toward the current expenses of the college.

GUADALUPE COLLEGE AT SEGUIN.

This isemphatically a *‘ negro institution, owned, officered, managed,
patronized, and supported by the negroes themselves,” as stated in the
College Record. The property was bought by the negro Baptists of
Texas from the Roman Catholics in 1884 for the sum of $10,000, and
with improvements since made is now valued at $60,000. The school
is organized with 12 professors, or teachers, and has preparatory,
scientific, collegiate, normal, theological, and industrial departments.
There are 332 pupils in the school, of whom 170 are boarding in the
institution.

It is a coeducational school, and the industrial department provides
separately for the young men and women. The young men are taught
carpentry, printing, farming, etc., and some of them make money to
pay their way in school in this way. The young women are taught
all kinds of domestic work, and one room is set aside and provided
with a number of sewing machines where their skillful use is taught.
They own a printing press and publish their own periodicals, and
numbers of students learn the printer’s trade.

The original property consisted of one three-story stone building
and two frame structures.

The history of the institution is remarkable. Most of the founders
and contributors were formerly slaves. There are 183 female students
in the industrial department. The college entered upon the work of
higher education in 1886. Rev. J. H. Garnett was the first president.
The incumbent, Rev. David Abner, jr., has held the office for seven
years. Rev. W. B. Ball, Rev. Hiram Wilson, and Rev. L. Ilsley were
among the most prominent founders of the college.

MARY ALLEN SEMINARY.

This school was planned some time in 1885 by the board of missions
for freedmen of the Presbyterian Church. The purpose to establish
a school somewhere in Texas was largely due to Mrs. Mary E. Allen,
wife of the secretary of the board. She had been for some time pre-
viously seeking information concerning the condition of the colored
women of Texas, and finding that a very large proportion of them
were wholly illiterate and suffered all the evils incident to such a con-
dition, she determined to try to do something for their relief and ele-
vation, and at once brought the matter to the attention of the board.
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The school was located at Crockett, and three teachers were chosen
to begin work. These were Rev. John B. Smith, Mrs. A. E. Smith,
his wife, and Miss Margaret P. Bolles. They arrived at Crockett
January 1, 1886, and in a few days opened school in an old farm
dwelling rented for the purpose. In the following April Mrs. Allen
died, and in honor of her memory and interest in this special work the
school was named Mary Allen Seminary. The first term closed in
June of that year with an enrollment of 46 students. As the school
was designed to be for the women of Texas and neighboring regions,
adequate provision had to be made for the work by the erection of a
suitable building for caring for all who should attend. In that year
brick were made and the walls of the first three stories of the main
building were put up, and the building, 107 feet long and four stories
high, was completed in time for the opening of school in November,
1887. The enrollment in 1886-87 was 88. In 1887-88, the first year
in the new building, the enrollment was 152, and the year following
167. The ground upon which the seminary is built consists of 10
acres, donated by the citizens of Crockett. A year or two later Mr.
James Synder, of Illinois, gave the seminary 260 acres adjoining the
ground upon which the seminary is built. In1889 a large donation of
money was made by Hon. James McMillan, of Michigan, by means of
which McMillan Hall was erected. This is a brick building, 90 by
45 feet, four stories high, with basement for dining hall, kitchen,
pantry, etc. This greatly increased the capacity of the seminary, and
in 1890-91 the enrollment was 266. This number, however, was
found to be too great for the room at command and interfered with
the best work for the students, and so large a number has never been
accepted since. Rev. John B. Smith, A. M., D. D., has continued
president from the opening of the college.

In addition to the brick buildings above mentioned, there are frame
buildings for three large recitation rooms and a sewing room, a large
laundry and bath building, and other necessary buildings. The
grounds and buildings are valued at $45,000.

The money for the erection and equipment of this school was donated
principally in small sums, the gifts resulting from the self-denial of
those interested in the work of the church for the freedmen. '

TILLOTSON COLLEGE, AUSTIN.

Tillotson Collegiate and Normal Institute was founded by the Ameri-
can Missionary Association. It was opened on the 17th of January,
1881, the association having partially sustained for some years in
Austin a school taught by Mrs. Garland. The association is much
indebted to the liberality of the late Rev. George J. Tillotson, of
Wethersfield, Conn., for whom it is named, for the money to purchase
the lot, and for his industry in collecting a part of the funds for the
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erection of Allen Hall. This is the five-story brick building near the
south end of the lot in which the school began, and which furnished
dormitories, schoolrooms, sitting rooms, parlors, dining hall, and
kitchen for teachers and students of both sexes till 1894, when the new
and convenient Girls’ Hall, near the north end of the lot, was opened
for the use of the girls, and contains a beautiful and comfortable
dining hall, kitchen, etc.

The lot or campus contains 20 acres, and is an ideal situation for a
school. Its cost was about $5,000. One-fourth of this amount seems
to have been donated by James H. Raymond, of Austin, from whom
~ the land was purchased.

Allen Hall was named for Mr. Woodbridge Allen, who contributed
largely to the fund for its erection. About $10,000 was contributed
for furnishing and equipping the school by various donors in many
parts of the North. In the list of donors named are some familiar in
business and educational circles, as Henry P. Haven, New London,
Conn.; A. S. Barnes, the publisher, of New York; Mrs. Henry A.
Perkins, of Hartford, Conn.; Charles Benedict, esq., Waterbury,
Conn.; A. L. Williston, esq., and Mrs. E. G. Williston, Easthampton,
Mass., the seat of Williston Seminary; Elihu Burritt, ‘‘ the learned
blacksmith,” New Britain, Conn., and the poet John G. Whittier.

Donations from the Slater fund toward the expenses of the manual-
training department have been received from time to time, but not
regularly; also from the Daniel Hand fund, administered by the
American Missionary Association, regular grants in aid of needy
students are made yearly.

The expenses of the school are met largely by annual grants from
the American Missionary Association. This is under the control of
the Congregational churches of the United States.

Nominal tuition fees are charged, and boarding students are expected
to meet the cost of board in money, or in money and labor, the pro-
portion depending upon the circumstances of individuals. The first
session, January 17 to June, 1881, there were no tuition charges. From
that time to 1887 the charges were, in the grammar department, $2 per
month; in the normal, $2.50; and for board and tuition, $12 per month.

In 1887 the tuition for grammar grade was changed to $1 per month.
In 1892 the tuition became uniform for all, $1 per month. The charge
for board and tuition has never been changed. All salaries of teachers
are paid by the association. The manual training department has been
made a prominent feature of the school.

The value of the property belonging to the school may be put at
$40,000. The attendance of students has ranged from some 200 to
about 250 annually.

The names of the principals of the school in the order of their serv-
ice are: Rev. W. E. Brooks, A. M., from 1881-1885; Rev. John Ker-
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shaw, 1885-86; Rev. Henry L. Hubbell, D. D., 1886-1889; Rev. Wm.
M. Brown, 1889-1894; Rev. W. 8. Goss, A. B., 1894-1896, and Rev.
Marshall R. Gaines, A. M., incumbent of the office, who was chosen
principal in 1896.

A new charter has been recently granted changing the name of the
school to *‘Tillotson College.”

WILEY UNIVERSITY.

This institution was founded by the Freedmen’s Aid Society of the
Methodist Episcopal Church in 1873 and for ten or twelve years was
the only negro school of any importance in Texas. It was named in
honor of Bishop Isaac W. Wiley, and is the outgrowth of patient self-
sacrificing labor on the part of ministers and missionaries of the
church. Closely allied with its early growth and development were

_Revs. C. F. Moore, W. L. Malloy, W. H. Davis (the first president of
“the school), Prof. Breece Jackson, Miss Perkins, Hon. Edmund Brown,
N. D. Clifford (third president), Rev. Walter Ripetoe, Mr. C. C.
Pemberton, and many others. During the past twenty-five years
over 2,000 students have been enrolled in the university. The names
of the presidents in the order of their service are: Rev. W. H. Davis,
Rev. N. D. Clifford, Rev. George Whittaker, Rev. P. A. Cool, Rev.
J. B. Scott, and Rev. M. W. Dogan. The school property, consisting
of 60 acres and 11 buildings, is valued at $40,000. The school, it is
stated, is for the ‘‘education of young people of all races and sexes.”
The enrollment the past session reached 402, the highest number in
the history of the university. ‘The institution is located at Marshall,
in one of the densest negro-populated sections of the State.

SAM HUSTON COLLEGE, AUSTIN.

The founding of this institution was in contemplation as far back as
1878 by Mr. Samuel Huston, of Ohio, after whom the college is named,
as one of its most active promoters. The foundations, which were
built many years ago, long remained untouched for want of additional
means, and it was not till last year, 1898, that the present corner stone
was laid, on account of the first one having been stolen for the sake of
some valuables which were deposited in it. The new services were
conducted under the auspices of a delegation from the Freedmen’s Aid
and Southern Education Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
which has contributed $25,000 to complete the college building. It is
to be borne in mind that it is the Sam Huston, not *‘ Sam Houston”
College, as one of the speakers at the late ceremonies made the mis-
take of calling it, supposing it was named in honor of Gen. Sam
Houston, of Texas. The building as now bemg erected will be quite
a large and handsome stone edifice.
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PAUL QUINN COLLEGE, WACO.

This college was founded under the direction of the African Meth-
odist Episcopal Church, and chartered in 1881. It has an attendance
of from 156 to 200 students. H. T. Kealing was the first and is
still the president of the college. Value of property, $60,000.

OTHER NEGRO SCHOOLS.

There are some other colored schools of which the writer failed to
get notice—among them, Hearne Academy, at Hearne.



Chapter V.
THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS.

ORIGIN AND HISTORY.

The University of Texas is a coeducational institution, with its rec-
ognized domicile at Austin, the capital of the State. The department
of medicine, otherwise known as the medical college, is at Galveston;
and a specially constituted branch of the university, the Agricultural
and Mechanical College, is at Bryan. The buildings of the parent
establishment, known as the main university, are erected on an emi-
nence of 40 acres of ground gradually rising to about the same elevation
as the statehouse, which stands in near view to the south. The site,
which is particularly imposing toward the city, is about 700 feet above
sea level and was designated under an act of the Third Congress of the
Republic of Texas in 1839, ‘‘ providing for the election of five commis-
sioners to select a site for the location of the seat of government, to be
named the city of Austin, and for an agent to have said site purchased
or condemned for the use of the State, and to have it laid off into lots
and sold; and further, before the sale to set apart a sufficient number
of the most eligible for a capitol, arsenal, magazine, university,
academy, church, common schools, hospital, penitentiary, and all
other necessary public buildings and purposes.” The part eventually
set aside for the university is said to have been indicated by General
Lamar, who was president of the Texas Republic, and had personally
assisted in selecting the capitol grounds. It was at the time covered
with groves of magnificent live oaks, and remained unoccupied for
some forty years, during which period it was known as *‘ College Hill.”
It was eventually despoiled of most of its grand forest growth by an
army engineer, who had several hundred of the trees cut away as
obstructions to his plans for defending the city.

ELEMENTARY AND HIGHER EDUCATION.

As early as 1836 it was provided in the constitution of the Republic
of Texas that ‘ It shall be the duty of Congress, as soon as circumstances
will permit, to provide by law a general system of public education;”
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and in 1839 President Lamar urged Congress to provide by appropria-
tion from the immense public domain of the Republic for both elemen-
tary and higher education. In ready respomse to his suggestion an
agrarian endowment was granted which, with additional grants by the
State, led to the more general provision which followed for both
primary and university education in Texas. As to the university,
notwithstanding the early measures contemplated for locating it,
Austin was not confirmed as its established site till 1881, when, on
account of some question arising as to whether or not the university
could be properly located at that place by virtue of a simple enactment
reserving grounds there for such location, the seventeenth legislature
solved the question by submitting it to a vote of the people. The
vote resulted in favor of locating the main establishment at Austin and
the medical branch at Galveston; and what had been so long known as
College Hill was naturally accepted as the site for the buildings of the
parent institution. Austin wasalso chosen by popular vote for location
of the branch (not yet organized) for the education of colored youth, and
the Agricultural and Mechanical College at Bryan, already in operation
under the act of Congress of 1862 for establishing agricultural colleges
by Federal land grants, was made a branch of the university by the
constitution of 1876, the State having accepted the Federal grant in
1871, besides making liberal provision of its own for the college.

ENDOWMENT BY THE REPUBLIC.

Acting upon President Lamar’s suggestion, the committee on educa-
tion of the Congress of the Texas Republic recommended the adoption
of a bill entitled ‘“‘An act to appropriate certain lands for the purpose
of establishing a grand system of education,” and proposing a grant
of three leagues (13,284 acres) of the public domain to each county for
establishing a primary school or academy in the county, and author-
izing the president of the Republic to have surveyed from any of its
vacant domain 20 leagues of land, which was to be set apart and appro-
priated for the establishment and endowment of two colleges or uni-
versities, one in the eastern and the other in the western part of the
State. The act passed with 50 leagues (221,400 acres) substituted for
20 leagues, and was approved January 26, 1839. '

The first recorded suggestion of a State university was ‘‘ An act to
establish the University of Texas,” which on April 13, 1838, was
referred to a special committee of the Texas Congress, but was not
reported back for further action. It was following this that Presi-
dent Lamar in 1839 suggested to the Texas Congress that liberal
landed provision be made for the promotion of public education while
the general domain was ample for the purpose: which suggestion
doubtless led to the adoption of that method, and indirectly to the
large land grants which were eventually made for the support of the
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free schools and establishment of the university. In his message
making the suggestion President Lamar argued:

A literal endowment, which will be adequate to the general diffusion of a good
rudimental education in every district of the Republic and to the establishment of a
university for instruction in the highest branches of science, can now be effected
without the expenditure of a dollar.

ACTION BY THE STATE.

Following the action of the Republic, it was not till 1858 that the
first really definite step was taken by the State itself for the estab-
lishment of the university: and it was not till then, when a bill for its
establishment was introduced by State Senator Lewis T. Wigfall and
advocated by him in an able report, that the idea of two universities
was abandoned and one instead was provided for, with an endowment
which promised to be most munificent, including as it did several
million acres of land, but which, as the facts will appear, was dimin-
ished by the constitution of 1876. Senator Wigfall deprecated the
rivalry which he argued would exist on account of sectional differences
and interest in two institutions. He said:

Establish two universities and you will already have formed two States. Those
who had been educated out of a common fund would meet in our legislative halls
like strangers, they will act like strangers, they will feel like strangers. A division
of the State has ceased to be thought of except by those who love place and power
more than country—those for whom there are not offices enough. If Texas is to
remain in the Union, as must be the wish of every patriot, her power and influence
will be diminished by division. Texas came into the Union as an empire. Let her
remain in it as an empire, or go out of it as an empire.

EXTENSIVE LAND GRANT.

The full text of the act known as the university act of 1858, by
which several million acres of the public domain were provided for
the endowment of the University of Texas, is as follows:

AN ACT to establish the University of Texas.

Whereas from the earliest times it has been the cherished design of the people of
the Republic and of the State of Texas that there shall be established within her
limits an institution of learning for the instruction of the youths in the land in the
highest branches of learning and in the liberal arts and sciences, and to be so endowed,
supported, and maintained as to place within the reach of our people, whether rich
or poor, the opportunity of conferring upon the sons of the State a thorough educa-
tion, and as a means whereby the attachment of the young men of the State to the
interest, the institution, the rights of the State, and the liberties of the people might
bé encouraged and increased, and to this end hitherto liberal appropriations of the
public domain have been made; and

Whereas the increasing population and wealth of the State and the tendency of
events indicate the fitness of now putting that cherished design into effect: Therefore,

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the legislature of the State of Texas, That there is hereby
established within the State an institution of learning to be styled ‘‘ The University
of Texas,”” to be located at such place and in such manner as may be determined
by law.
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Skc. 2. The sum of one hundred thousand dollars of the United States bonds in
the treasury, not otherwise appropriated, is hereby set apart and appropriated to the
establishment and maintenance of the same. The fifty leagues of land, which by
act of January twenty-sixth, eighteen hundred and thirty-nine, entitled ‘‘An act
appropriating certain lands for the establishment of a general system of education,”
were set apart and appropriated for the establishment and endowment of two col-
leges or universities, are hereby set apart and appropriated to the establishment and
maintenance of the University of Texas. There is hereby set apart and appropriated
to the same purpose one section of land out of every ten sections which have here-
tofore been or may hereafter be surveyed and reserved for the use of the State, under
the provisions of the act of January thirtieth, eighteen hundred and fifty-four, enti-
tled ‘““An act to encourage the construction of railroads in Texas by donations of
land, and under the provisions of any general or special law heretofore passed, grant-
ing lands to railroad companies, and under the provisions of the act of February
eleventh, eighteen hundred and fifty-four, granting lands to the Galveston and Bra-
zog Navigation Company. The governor of the State shall select the sections hereby
appropriated, so that no sections shall adjoin out of the lands now surveyed, as soon
as practicable, and out of the lands hereafter to be surveyed, as soon thereafter as
practicable, and shall cause a record to be made in the land office of the State of the
sections 8o selected; and thereupon it shall be the duty of the commissioner of the
general land office to designate upon his maps the sections so selected as university
lands. The sale of these sections shall hereafter be regulated by a special law.

Skc. 3. The control, management, and supervision of the university and the care
and preservation of its property, subject always to the legislature, is committed to a
board of ten persons to be styled ‘The administrators of the University of Texas,”
which shall be composed of the governor of the State of Texas, the chief justice of
the supreme court of Texas, and eight others, who shall be appointed by the gov-
ernor, by and with the consent of the senate, to hold office for four years, and until
their successors are qualified. The administrators shall receive no compensation
for their services.

Sgc. 4. The following branches of learning shall be taught at the university, viz:
Ancient and modern languages; the different branches of mathematics, pure and
physical; natural philosophy, chemistry; mineralogy, including geology; the princi-
ples of agriculture, botany, anatomy, surgery and medicine, zoology, history, ethics,
rhetoric and belles-lettres, civil government, political economy, the law of nature, of
nations, and municipal law. '

Skc. 5. The religious tenet of any person shall not be made a condition to any
privilege or office in the university, nor shall any course of religious instruction be
taught or allowed of a sectarian character or tendency.

Skec. 6. The administrators shall have the power to appoint the president, faculty,
instructors, and officers of the university, and prescribe the course of instruction and
discipline to be observed in the university. Theyshall fix the salaries of the president,
faculty, instructors, and officers of the university. Five of the administrators, with
the governor or the chief justice, lawfully convened, shall be a quorum for the transac-
tion of business. They shall meet at least once every year for the transaction of busi-
ness and shall keep a record of their proceedings. They shall have a secretary, to be
elected by them. They shall have power to make all regulations which to them
shall seem expedient for carrying into effect the design contemplated by the estab-
lishment of this university, not inconsistent with the laws of the State.

Sec. 7. The administrators shall have the right of conferring on any person whom
they may think worthy thereof all literary honors and degrees known and usually
granted by any university or college in the United States or elsewhere.

8Eec. 8. The administrators shall report to the legislature at each session the situation
of the affairs of the university.
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Sec. 9. Instruction at the university shall be free, and the administrators shall
prescribe what degree of proficiencies shall entitle students to admission.

Sec. 10. A committee to be appointed by the legislature at each session shall attend
the annual examinations of the students of the university and report to the legislature
thereon.

8ec. 11. The reasonable expenses incurred by the administrators and visiting com-
mittee in the discharge of their duties shall be paid out of the funds of the university.

8ec. 12. The treasurer of the State shall be treasurer of the university funds.

SEc. 13. 8o soon as the location of the university is determined upon it shall be
the duty of the administrators to proceed to the comstruction of the necessary build-
ings, and for that purpose they shall procure the services of a competent architect,
who shall superintend the work. Such plan and design for the buildings shall be
adopted as shall be consistent with the addition of wings or other structures hereafter
without marring the architectural beauty and fitness of the whole. There shall be
constructed suitable buildings for the accommodation of the professors and their
families. The contracts for the buildings shall require the performance of the
work under ample security for its fitness and faithfulness.

Sec. 14. The expenditures of the university for the construction of buildings,
or otherwise, shall be made under the order of the administrators; and when money
is required for the payment of the same it shall be drawn upon the warrant of the
governor, countersigned by the secretary upon the treasurer, who shall pay the
same out of the university funds. And this act shall take effect and be in force from
and after its passage. .

Approved, February 11, 1858.

In his report in 1868 to Governor Pease, State Superintendent of
Instruction Wheelock, alluding to the liberal grants to the university
under the act of 1858, says:

The grant was ample. The lands which were sold on twenty years’ time were
choice, and large amounts were readily realized at an average price, $3.34 per acre.
Of this fund $379,168 was destroyed during the civil war by the State authorities;
and it is understood that considerable sums, t